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Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater 
An Angel Announces the Coming Birth 
 

 

 
 

 
We all have our favorite things about Christmas time. Maybe for you it’s the cookies, or the 

decorations, or maybe you’re just one of those (how do I say it) strange people that like listening to 
Christmas music all year round. (You know who you are.)  

But for me, my favorite thing at Christmas is the lights. Here’s why: my daughter was born a few 
weeks before Christmas. And like many newborn babies, ours was not sleeping much through the night. 
So my daughter and I spent lots of time in the wee hours of the night walking around the house with no 
light except for the glow from the Christmas lights. Whether they were on our Christmas tree or on the 
trees outside of the house, my daughter was simply mesmerized. Her eyes would get big and would 
almost glow. Even at just a few weeks, there was already a sense of wonder in her eyes.  

It’s easy for me to imagine Mary and Joseph looking down at their newborn baby and then 
looking up at the stars and being filled with a sense of wonder. Maybe while looking at the lights of the 
sky they remembered one of the promises that God made to the prophets—that one day a savior would 
be born—the Redeemer, the King, and the Light of the World. Maybe they remembered the words of 
Isaiah, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light: on those living in the land of the shadow 
of death a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

Through this newborn baby—a baby named Jesus—a promise was kept. A promise to defeat sin, 
to conquer death, and to make things right once again. This promise was the greatest gift that mankind 
has ever known. During this Christmas season, reflect on this promise and be filled with the joy and 
happiness that come to all who believe it! 
 
 
John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 
  

BIG IDEA: God blesses those who believe His promises. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25 

KEY VERSE: “You are a woman God has blessed. You have believed that 
the Lord would keep his promises to you!” Luke 1:45 (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just 
sits on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible 
song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book 
ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change our lives, but our eternities as well. But 
how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? 
Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a 
few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on 
their own. Show them how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. 
Show them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in 
order and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a 
valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the 
Bible as you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for 
themselves. It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space 
to find it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s 
close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, 
help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend 
some extra time with them afterwards. 
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“BILLY BOB’S BANYARD THEATER” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: We’re in the middle of a series called “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater.” Have any of you ever been to 
a play before? What was it like? (Take answers.)  
 
Question: Has anyone ever told you something that was really hard to believe? What was it?  
 
Question: If someone makes a big promise to you, do you believe them? Why or why not? 
 
 

  
 
CHRISTMAS SONGS (Application Activity) 
Say: I love Christmas music! There are so many awesome songs that celebrate Jesus and His birth. Let’s 
see if we can guess a few.  
 
Directions: Ask a kid to hum their favorite Christmas song while the rest of the group guesses which 
song they are humming. Continue until every kid that wants a turn has one. 
 
Say: Those songs are great, but did you know that there is a song in the Bible that Mary sang when she 
found out she was going to have God’s Son? In some ways, you could call it the first Christmas song! 
Let’s read it. 
 
Directions for Younger Kids: Read Luke 1:46-55 to the kids. Then, give a piece of paper and a marker 
to each kid. Tell the kids to draw a picture of themselves singing. When finished, ask them what kinds of 
things they would want to sing to God during Christmas. 
 
Directions for Older Kids: Read Luke 1:46-55 to the kids. Then, give a piece of paper and a marker to 
each kid. Tell them to start writing their very own Christmas song about Jesus and the promise that God 
makes to each of us. After several minutes, allow kids to share the lyrics to their song. Some kids may 
want to sing what they wrote. 
 
 
KISS-A-VERSE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: Using a Sharpie marker, write a number 1–12 on the bottom of 12 different Hershey’s Kisses®. 
Print the 12 “Bible Verse Cards” on 8½ x 11 cardstock and cut apart. 
 
Directions: Place the 12 “Bible Verse Cards” on the floor in the order of the verse. Each card will be 
numbered in order. Read the verse several times with your group so that they can begin to memorize it. 
Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“You are a woman God has blessed. You have believed that the Lord would keep 
his promises to you!” Luke 1:45 (NIrV) 

  



5.2 Small Group Lesson | Elementary 

 
© 2018 Mooblio. All rights reserved.   4 

 

Next, randomly place the Hershey’s Kisses® in the middle of the group with the numbers facing down. 
Select a kid to pick up any one of the Kisses®, show the number, unwrap it and eat it. Remove that 
numbered card from the verse and have the group recite the verse again with the missing words. 
Continue having kids take turns eating the Kisses®, removing words and reciting the verse. As more of 
the Kisses® (and words) disappear, the kids will have to recite the verse from memory. Keep playing until 
all of the Kisses® are gone and the kids have completely memorized the verse. 
 
Question: What do you think it means to be blessed by God? (Answer: God does something for you that 
makes you feel truly happy.) 
 
 
PRAYER ORNAMENTS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Set up: Print enough “Christmas Prayer Ornaments” on 8½ x 11 cardstock paper so that every kid gets 
one ornament. (See Resource Folder.) There are 4 ornaments to a sheet, so cut the ornaments apart. 
Directions: Give each kid an ornament. Place some markers, scissors, 6” pieces of string, and a hole 
punch in the middle of the group. Encourage the kids to cut their ornament out and color it however they 
would like. While the kids are working, read the Christmas-themed Bible verse printed on the card and 
ask the question below. 
 
Bible Verse: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
Luke 2:14 
 
Question: Giving glory to God means that He’s magnificent and worthy of honor. Why do you think God 
is magnificent and worthy of honor? 
 
When finished, tell the kids to punch a hole in the top of the ornament and tie a string loop through the 
hole so that they can hang the ornament on a Christmas tree. Close the activity with prayer. Encourage 
the kids to tell God why they think He is magnificent and worthy of honor. 
 


