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Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater 
Simeon and Anna 
 

 
 

 

 
It’s amazing how quickly we forget. And it’s not just the little things that slip our mind; we tend to 

forget monumental occasions, too—occasions where God has shown Himself in real and powerful ways. 
When you read scripture, though, it’s clear that this isn’t a new phenomenon. Throughout the Bible, we 
see instances of God instructing His people to do something that will help them mark a moment and 
remember His past faithfulness in times to come. Examples include the celebration of Passover, the 
building of a monument of stones taken from the Jordan River when the Israelites crossed into the 
Promised Land, and the instructions Jesus gave at the Last Supper.  

Unfortunately, our busy culture rarely stops to recognize, remember, or celebrate what has 
happened in the past—especially when it’s connected to God’s work. Sometime this week, take a 
moment to remember God’s faithfulness to you. On a page in your Bible, your devotional book, or a 
journal, jot down some of the ways God has shown His faithfulness to you over the past year. As you 
remember, praise God for His unending faithfulness to you and your family. 
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
  

BIG IDEA: God is faithful to His people and He rewards those who are 
faithful to Him. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:22-40 

KEY VERSE: “The Lord rewards everyone for doing what is right and 
being faithful.” 1 Samuel 26:23a (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just 
sits on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible 
song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book 
ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change our lives, but our eternities as well. But 
how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? 
Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a 
few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on 
their own. Show them how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. 
Show them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in 
order and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a 
valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the 
Bible as you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for 
themselves. It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space 
to find it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s 
close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, 
help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend 
some extra time with them afterwards. 
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Over the course of theatrical history, a small handful of thespians have delivered performances that can 
only be described as genius. Billy Bob and his unreliable band of barnyard actors are not among them. 
Not even close! In fact, for one reason or another, they can’t even seem to make their way on stage. No 
worries, though! As everyone always says, “The baby Jesus barnyard Christmas show must go on!” 
During “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater,” kids will jump to the rescue by acting out four different stories 
about the greatest gift the world has ever known—the gift of Jesus. 
 

 
 

• Practice playing the “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video. Time it so that Billy Bob shows up at 
just the right moment. (See LG lesson for details.) 

• Optional: If you would like to include costumes for the Big Bible Story characters, gather them 
ahead of time and place them in the teaching area, but out of sight from the kids. Characters for 
this week include: Mary, Joseph, Simeon, and Anna. 

• Print out the “Cue Cards” and place them somewhere in the teaching area in the order they’ll be 
used. At the appropriate time, hold up the cue card for the character to read. For younger kids 
who are learning to read, consider saying the line and having them repeat. 

• Place a roll of duct tape in the teaching area. You may want to tear some pieces off ahead of 
time. The pieces will be used as a patch for a hole, two small earrings, and a mustache. See the 
“Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater Intro” for more details. 

• Place an empty suitcase in the teaching area where Mary and Joseph will first stand. Spread 
some travel items out on the floor. Items can include: clothes, stuffed animal, hair dryer, etc. 

• Print and cut out the “Holy Spirit Dove” included in the Resource Folder. Tape the dove to one 
end of a pipe cleaner. Wrap the other end of the pipe cleaner around a headband. In the end, the 
dove should hover over the head of the person wearing the headband. 

• You may want to have a pair of scissors on hand. Use the scissors to cut the tape from the two 
kids involved in the dance illustration. See the “God Sticks with Us” section for more details. 
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CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
BILLY BOB’S BARNYARD THEATER INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everyone and welcome back to the final week of “Billy Bob’s Barnyard  
Theater!” Although we should probably call it the “________ (insert name of your children’s ministry) 
Barnyard Theater” since we’re the ones doing all the work! Nevertheless, Billy Bob and his barnyard 
actors have one more chance to join us via video and perform the story for us. Do you think they’ll finally 
make it today? (Kids respond.) You’re probably right! 
 
Before we find out, though, I want to ask you a question. (Hold up roll of duct tape.) Does anyone know 
what this is? (Kids reply.) That’s right—it’s duct (or duck) tape! This is one of the best inventions ever! 
There are all kinds of things you can do with duct tape. Like patch up a hole in your pants (tear off a piece 
and stick it to the knee of your pants.) Or make a nice pair of earrings (stick a small piece to each 
earlobe). Or create a disguise for yourself (stick a piece to your upper lip like a mustache). But more than 
that, it has something to do with our lesson for today. What do you think a roll of tape like this has to do 
with God? (Take a few answers.) Great thoughts! I can’t tell you the answer just yet, but today’s story will 
help us figure it out. Are you ready for it? (Kids respond.) Awesome—then let’s chant for Billy Bob and his 
barnyard actors. (Prompt kids to chant Bill-y Bob, Bill-y Bob, Bill-y Bob. In the middle of the chant, begin 
playing the “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video. Shake your head in disbelief.) 
 

Tech note: Billy Bob appears via video to provide an apology. The video script is 
provided below for you to see. 

 
VDO:  Play “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video 
 
“Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” video script: Oowee, boy howdy! I hate to bail on ya’s again, but 
I’ve got myself another barnyard emergency! My ducks done found out where bacon comes from. 
They’ve been chasin’ the pigs around with forks ever since. Right now my lead actor is squealing 
for help. His name is Kevin Bacon. For a minute I thought about canceling the play, but then I 
remembered what people is always sayin’—“The baby Jesus barnyard Christmas show must go 
on, even if Kevin Bacon is gettin’ run down by a hungry flock of ducks.” I feel terrible about this, 
but you kids are gonna have to be the actors again so you can get ‘er done while I figure out how 
to stop them ducks from makin’ bacon. Look out behind ya, Kevin! One of ‘em’s got a fryin’ pan! 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—SIMEON AND ANNA 
Well—it looks like you were right. They didn’t come through one…single…time! That’s okay, though! 
We’ve done this before and we can do it again. We just need to figure out who is playing which part. 
 

Choose one kid to play the part of Mary, one kid to play Joseph, one kid to play Simeon, 
and one kid to play Anna. The rest of the kids will play the Jewish crowd. When a 
character has a line, hold up the appropriate cue card and prompt them to say their line. 
For younger kids who are learning to read, say the line and have them repeat. 
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(Invite Mary and Joseph to stand in the teaching area.) Shortly after giving birth, Mary picked up baby 
Jesus, (hand Mary the baby doll), Joseph packed up all their stuff (prompt Joseph to throw the items 
laying around into the suit case), and the three of them traveled to the city of Jerusalem to present Jesus 
in the temple (lead Mary and Joseph to the other side of the teaching area.) 
 
When they got to the temple in Jerusalem, there was an old man named Simeon who had stuck with God 
his whole life. (Invite Simeon to join you.) Simeon was a good man and the Holy Spirit was with him. 
(Place the headband with the dove attached on Simeon’s head.) The Spirit had promised Simeon that he 
wouldn’t die before he had seen the promised Savior. When Simeon saw baby Jesus, he knew right away 
that God had stuck to His promise. So Simeon leapt for joy. (Prompt Simeon to leap.) But not too high, 
Simeon—you don’t want to break a hip. (Simeon tries again.) 
 
Simeon took baby Jesus into his arms (hand Simeon the baby doll). He looked at the baby as if it were 
the most incredible thing he had ever held. Then he praised God and said, (hold up cue card #1; Simeon: 
“Lord, you have been faithful to your promise. I have seen your salvation. Now I can die in peace.”) CUT! 
That was pretty good, Simeon, but say it like you’re really old! Let’s try that again. Then he praised God 
and said, (hold up cue card again and prompt Simeon). 
 
(Return baby to Mary. Invite Anna to stand up.) At that same time, there was also a really old woman 
named Anna. Just like Simeon, Anna had stuck with God her whole life. She worshipped and prayed to 
God day and night at the temple. When she saw Jesus, she rushed over to his family. (Prompt Anna to 
rush over.) CUT! I don’t think super old ladies can rush quite that fast. Let’s try it again. (Repeat line and 
prompt Anna to rush over.) 
 
Anna’s face lit up with excitement and she thanked God for sticking with His promise to send a Savior. 
She ran to all the people in the temple (motion toward audience) and told them in an old lady voice, (Hold 
up cue card #2; Anna: “God stuck with His promise. This baby will free us from our sins.”) When the 
people heard all of the things Anna and Simeon were saying about Jesus, they were amazed. (Prompt 
audience to look amazed.) CUT! I need more amazement here folks! Let’s run it again. When the people 
heard all of the things being said about Jesus, they were AMAZED! (Prompt audience again.) Brilliant! 
 
They weren’t the only ones amazed, though. Even Mary and Joseph were amazed by the things being 
said about their baby. And after they had finished their business at the temple, Mary and Joseph finally 
traveled back to their hometown of Nazareth where Jesus grew up to be strong and wise and blessed by 
God’s grace. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors 
and discuss the following questions: What do you think this story teaches us about 
God? Simeon was very old when he finally saw Jesus. Do you think he ever 
wondered if God would stick to His promise? Why or why not? After a few minutes, 
draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
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GOD STICKS WITH US 
(Hold up roll of duct tape.) So do you know what this roll of tape has to do with God yet? (Kids respond. 
Consider taking answers.) When you see a roll of tape like this, I want you to remember how faithful God 
is. Let me show you what I mean. 
 

Invite kids to stand up and choose a partner. Tell them that when the music begins, they 
have to dance with their partner while keeping a certain body part stuck together. For 
example, kids will have to keep their elbows in contact throughout the dance. Other parts 
may include: forehead, knee, foot, hip, left shoulder blade, ear, etc. When ready, begin 
playing a portion of your ministries’ favorite high-energy praise or Christmas song. 
Music: Play high-energy song. If kids are able to keep their body parts together, tell 
them to dance faster. Play the song for about 10 seconds while the kids dance and then 
pause it. Call out another body part and repeat. When finished, ask them to take a seat. 

 
Wow—those were some pretty crazy dances! But it seems like some of you had trouble sticking with your 
partner. Maybe this tape could help. (Invite two kids to the teaching area, preferably kids wearing long 
pants.) These two kids are going to try the dance again, but this time with a little help from the tape.  
 

Tell the two kids to stand side by side with their knees together. Wrap the tape around 
their knees so they cannot come apart. When ready, play a 10 second clip of the music 
one more time and have the two kids dance while keeping their knees together. 

 
(Refer to the two kids.) Now they’re really stuck together. And believe it or not, this gives us a picture of 
what it means to be faithful. Faithful means that you stick with someone, no matter what. 
 
CG:  Faithful: (noun) sticking with someone, no matter what 
 
This is what God is like. He’s faithful—He sticks with His people no matter what. Even though the 
Israelites continued to sin and disobey God, God stuck with them. Not only did He stick with His people, 
He stuck with His promise to send a Savior, too. God sent His son, Jesus, into the world to save us from 
our sins. And here’s the best part—God is still faithful to us today. No matter what you’ve done, no matter 
how many times you’ve sinned, God sticks with you. (Cut the tape off of two kids and dismiss them to the 
audience.) 
 
BEING FAITHFUL TO GOD 
Not only is God faithful to us, He wants us to be faithful to Him too—just like Simeon and Anna. In our 
story for today, Simeon and Anna faithfully stuck with God their whole lives. And God rewarded them for 
their faithfulness by letting them see His promise come true. Simeon and Anna got to see and hold Jesus 
before they died.  
 
Did you know that God rewards us for our faithfulness too? That’s what the Bible tells us in Deuteronomy. 
Let’s take a look. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 26:23. Younger kids may need more 
time and assistance. When ready, choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself while 
kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “The Lord rewards everyone for doing what is right and being faithful.”  

1 Samuel 26:23 
 
(Sit or kneel near kids.) Sticking with God isn’t always easy. Sometimes bad things happen, or we have 
trouble hearing God’s voice, or we just get tired of always doing things His way. When that happens, it 
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can be easy to pull away from God and go your own way, but God calls us to be faithful even when it’s 
hard. God wants us to stick with Him until the day we die, just like Simeon and Anna did. And when we do 
that, God rewards us by letting us see His promises come true in our life—His promise to be with us, to 
give us all our needs, to comfort us, to bring peace and joy to our life and best of all, to live with Him 
forever in Heaven.  
 

Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following the prayer, be sure to give kids a time for tithes and offerings 
during the last worship song. After worship, ask kids to quietly dismiss to small groups.   
 

CG:  “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater” title graphic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


