
Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
Be Like Jesus – Part 6 
LEADER GUIDE 
 

Leaders:  Thank you for leading a group in our Be Like Jesus Campaign! 

It has been an incredible campaign, and we have heard over and over how the intentionality of pursuing 
Jesus has been a blessing in making us more like Him.  Being like Jesus is what discipleship is all about! 

AS WE GO FORWARD:  Don’t miss our Compassion Experience at our Calhoun campus from October 18-
21st, as well as our Compassion Service that same weekend.  It is an awesome time to be more like Jesus in 
giving our lives to the truly hurting children around the world.  Check out https://rockbridge.cc/compassion. 

THE NEXT SERIES: “Unstoppable” – A study of the Church and our mission from the book of Acts.  Talk to 
your group about it and keep the discipleship momentum going! 

KEEP YOUR GROUP INFORMED: Is your schedule changing?  Any meeting time or location changes?  Keep 
your group in the loop and keep them all aware of plans going forward. 

LET US HELP: If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 

 
 
ICE BREAKER (Optional):  
• What’s the most daring or risky thing you’ve done? Some examples: hang-gliding, skydiving, rappelling, 

bungee-jumping, etc. 
   
MAIN POINT: 
• When I die to myself, I become my best/true self. 

Leader Help: Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
INTO THE WORD: 
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud 
to frame up your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what Jesus is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His 

character, ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  

Someone I need to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
Leader Help: These are questions that can/should be used help teach basic Bible observation.  Use the same 
questions each week.  It is good to have them read the questions prior to reading the passage so that they 
read with the questions in mind. 
 
Passage Summary: Much of Luke 9 centers around Jesus’ identity as well as dying to our own wills.  Jesus’ 
disciples are faced with the question of who He is and the implications of following Him. Embracing Jesus’ 
true identity is foundational, because in embracing Him as Lord we can become who God made US to be. 
Leader Help:  Read the Summary out before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
Passage to Read: Luke 9:18-27, 44-48 and 57-62.  
 



DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss your thoughts from the core questions listed above. 
2. The crowds of the day (v. 19) obviously saw Jesus as a powerful man sent from God.  Why do you think it 

was so hard for them to recognize who He truly was: The Messiah?   
Leader Help:  Jesus came in such a humble and lowly manner, outside of all that the world deemed as 
important.  He also refused to step into cultural structures of authority and stayed “outside of the box” of 
everyone’s expectations.  To accept Him as Messiah meant to release so much of what everyone knew or 
expected, which was a very humbling step. 

3. In Luke 9:23, do think Jesus was trying to "step on toes" or present a challenge? Now read Luke 9:25.  
We could say that Jesus in "love" wanted His disciples to consider the costs of not following Him, not 
denying self for Him. What are some of the costs of non-discipleship? 
Leader Help: Jesus is clear that the cost of not following Him is an eternal cost, the cost of our soul. 

4. Jesus was completely clear that He was going to die and had to die.  He said this in the midst of 
conversations about what it meant to follow Him.  Why do you think He did that? 
Leader Help:  the act of dying to ourselves and crucifying our own flesh is central to the Gospel and is 
THE key to entering the kingdom of Heaven.  Laying down our own lordship and accepting His Lordship 
means surrender and death to self.  This message is so critical that Jesus emphasized it clearly to His 
disciples even before they could understand its implications. 

5. Why is being childlike also related to dying to ourselves?  What’s the connection? 
Leader Help: Children radically trust their parents, and radically understand they do not know what is 
going on around them.  They simply trust.  This level of FAITH is key to pleasing God and following Him. 

6. Why is greatness to God being the least of all?   
Leader Help:  greatness to God is becoming who we are called to be: like Him.  Jesus’ life is one giant 
demonstration of serving and laying down His life for those He loves.  Therefore, when we personally 
enter into selfless service, no matter how low or degrading, we actually becoming more like Him than 
ever, and enter into our greatest identity. 

 
APPLICATION: 
1. Based on what we have read today how do you want to be more like Jesus? 
2. As a group, brainstorm some of the "paradoxes" of Jesus. How does this help you worship Him more 

accurately and/or passionately? 
Leader Help: Examples include: King of Kings and suffering Savior; God and human; Lion and Lamb; all 
powerful and incredibly humble. 

3. In the message, Matt listed 5 paradoxes disciples need to embrace. Which one do you believe might be a 
discipleship priority for you? What will you do to obey in this area? 
Message Review: The 5 paradoxes were the gospel, greatness, good deeds, generosity, and glory. 

4. As we close out the Be Like Jesus campaign, discuss as a group how to support one another going 
forward in being more like Jesus.  How can we help one another?   

 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
• Read aloud 1 John 2:6 on final time: 

Anyone who says he is a Christian should live as Christ did. - 1 John 2:6 (Living Bible) 
• Talk about the COMPASSION EXPERIENCE coming up at our Calhoun Campus, and make plans to 

attend.  Information is available at https://rockbridge.cc/compassion 
 
PRAYER TIME 
• If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 


