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Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater 
Simeon and Anna 
 

 

 
 

 
It’s amazing how quickly we forget. And it’s not just the little things that slip our mind; we tend to 

forget monumental occasions too—occasions where God has shown Himself in real and powerful ways. 
When you read scripture, though, it’s clear that this isn’t a new phenomenon. Throughout the Bible, we 
see instances of God instructing His people to do something that will help them mark a moment and 
remember His past faithfulness in times to come. Examples include the celebration of Passover, the 
building of a monument of stones taken from the Jordan River when the Israelites crossed into the 
Promised Land, and the instructions Jesus gave at the Last Supper.  

Unfortunately, our busy culture rarely stops to recognize, remember, or celebrate what has 
happened in the past—especially when it’s connected to God’s work. Sometime this week, take a 
moment to remember God’s faithfulness to you. On a page in your Bible, your devotional book, or a 
journal, jot down some of the ways God has shown His faithfulness to you over the past year. As you 
remember, praise God for His unending faithfulness to you and your family. 
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
  

BIG IDEA: God is faithful to His people and He rewards those who are 
faithful to Him. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:22-40 

KEY VERSE: “The Lord rewards everyone for doing what is right and 
being faithful.” 1 Samuel 26:23a (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just 
sits on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible 
song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book 
ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change our lives, but our eternities as well. But 
how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? 
Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a 
few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on 
their own. Show them how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. 
Show them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in 
order and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a 
valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the 
Bible as you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for 
themselves. It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space 
to find it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s 
close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, 
help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend 
some extra time with them afterwards. 
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“BILLY BOB’S BARNYARD THEATER” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Today is our last week of “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater.” What has been your favorite part of this 
series so far? 
 
Question: What was your favorite part about this Christmas? 
 
Question: Have you ever been totally stuck on something? What was it? 
 
 

  

STICKING WITH GOD (Application Activity) 
Set up: Using tape, create a 2 ft. x 2 ft. square on the floor. (Note: Depending on the number of kids in 
the group, this size may make the game too difficult or too easy. Be prepared to adjust the size of the 
square up or down.) Inside of the square, use tape to write the word “God.” 
 
Say: Today we learned that God is faithful to us and He wants us to be faithful to Him. What does it mean 
to be faithful? (Allow kids to answer. Answer: sticking with someone, no matter what.) Sometimes it’s 
easy to stick with God and sometimes it’s kind of hard. We’re going to play a game right now that will help 
us think of something that can really help us stay faithful to God. 
 
Directions: Draw your group’s attention to the square with “God” in the center. Tell them that the object 
of the game is for everyone to stick to God. Explain that every person in the group must have at least one 
foot touching the ground in the square. Their feet can be on the tape line, but not outside of it. The group 
must stay in the tape square for the length of time it takes them to sing “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.” If 
someone steps outside of the square before the song is finished, the entire group must start over. 
Encourage the kids to hold on to one another to help them stay in the square for the duration of the song. 
This should be challenging for the kids—that’s okay. If they’re struggling, help them think of ways to 
succeed. Continue playing until the group has succeeded or until enough time has passed. When 
finished, have the kids take a seat in a circle. 
 
Question: The object of our game was to stick to God. It was pretty tough, but who was able to help you? 
(Answer: the kids were able to help and hold on to one another.) 
 
Question: Was there anyone who gave you advice on how to stick to God? (Answer: you did [their 
leader] and other kids did too.) 
 
Say: Sometimes it can be hard sticking with God—like when something bad happens or when you doubt 
He is listening to you. But God has given us something incredible to help us stick with Him—He’s given 
us a church with other people who love and follow Him. He’s given us each other! 
 
Question: How can we help each other be faithful and stick with God? (Note: As kids share, be ready to 
refer back to the game. We can hold onto each other, we can encourage each other, we can give each 
other advice, we can listen to our leaders, we can pray for each other, etc.) 
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RING-A-VERSE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up:  For each small group, cut the middle circle out of 8 paper plates. (You could use red and green 
for a Christmas theme.) The end result should be 8 paper rings. On each ring, use a marker to write the 
1/8th portion of today’s Bible verse.   
 

“The Lord | rewards | everyone | for doing | what is | right and | being faithful.” |  
1 Samuel 26:23a (NIrV) 

 
Next, for each group, use tape to create a “throw line” on the floor. Place a full water bottle (or something 
similar) on the floor approximately 5 feet beyond the line. Depending on the age and abilities of the kids, 
you may want to move the bottle further from or closer to the line. 
Directions: Have the kids place the 8 rings on the floor in order of the verse. For younger kids, you may 
need to assist. When the rings are in order, practice reading and reciting the verse as a group. When 
finished, turn the rings over and mix them up. On “go,” have the kids race to flip the rings back over, and 
take turns tossing them in the correct order over the water bottle. The kids may not step over the tape 
line. If they miss the bottle, they can quickly retrieve the ring, return to the line and try again. Time the 
kids to see how quickly they can toss all of the rings over the bottle in the correct order. When finished, 
have the group recite the verse. Repeat several times to see if the group can beat their previous time. 
 
Question: How do you think God rewards you for being faithful? 
 
 
FAITHFUL CHAIN (Group Prayer Activity) 
Set-up: Cut sheets of red, green, and white-colored paper into 4 long strips. There should be enough 
strips of paper so that every kid has at least one. 
 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a strip of colored paper. Tell the kids to think of one way they can 
be faithful to God that week. (Examples could be: tell someone about Jesus, invite someone to church, do 
something nice for someone, or give someone a gift they weren’t expecting.) Next, have them write their 
answer on the strip of paper in the most fun, colorful, and imaginative way they can. When finished, ask 
the kids to share what they wrote down. Next, lead your group in a closing prayer. Encourage the kids to 
pray that God would help them to be faithful. Finally, when the prayer is over, link the strips of paper 
together in the form of a chain using tape or staples to connect each link. If applicable, consider linking 
your group’s chain together with the other group’s chains and display on a Christmas tree or around the 
room. 
 





draw it!

Lesson 5.4

Name:

HomeGuide

This week we learned

Draw a picture of Simeon holding baby Jesus.  Write the 
words, “God is faithful to His people!”

Write a letter to God telling Him about some times when you 
struggle to stick with Him.  Ask Him to give you the strength to 
be faithful even when it’s hard.

Simeon and Anna
BIG IDEA:  God is faithful to His people and He rewards those who are faithful to Him.
BIBLE BASIS:  Luke 2:22-40
KEY VERSE:  “The Lord rewards everyone for doing what is right and 
being faithful.”  1 Samuel 26:23a (NIrV)

Journal it!



Write a prayer telling God that you want to 
stick with Him forever.

Luke 2:22-40.  Write about or draw a picture of your favorite 
part of the story.

Next week’s
 lesson

READ it!

Pray it!

Paralyzed No More
BIG IDEA:  Jesus has power over sin, so we can give our sins to Him.
BIBLE BASIS:  Mark 2:1-12; Matthew 9:1-8
KEY VERSE:  “Come to me, all you who are tired and are carrying heavy 
loads. I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 (NIrV)
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