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Hip Hip Charade 
David Sins 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Alexander the Great is regarded as one of the most powerful rulers in history. Legend holds that 

one of Alexander’s beloved generals had a daughter engaged to be married. Because Alexander so 
valued his general, he offered to pay for the entire wedding. 

When the general sent Alexander the total, it was astronomical. He had booked the most 
expensive venue available and withheld no expense. The messenger delivering the bill feared that 
Alexander would be so angry at the extravagance that he would take his life for even bringing him such 
news. When Alexander received the bill, however, he laughed and said, “Pay it!” Though surprised and 
greatly relieved, the messenger inquired as to the unexpected response. 

“Don’t you see,” said Alexander, “by asking me for such an enormous sum he does me great 
honor. He shows that he believes I am both rich and generous.” 

I think that’s how God feels when we come to Him for forgiveness, regardless of how big the “tab” 
is. We do Him great honor, for we show that we believe He is both rich in mercy and generous in 
lavishing it upon us. Far from being angry, He is delighted to demonstrate His extravagant love. 

Certainly, the appropriate response to God’s mercy is obedience. But no matter how often we fail, 
His mercy never runs dry. 
 
 
Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 
  

BIG IDEA: God is merciful, so we can go to Him for forgiveness. 

BIBLE BASIS: 2 Samuel 11 

KEY VERSE: “Even though your sins are bright red, they will be white as 
snow. Even though they are deep red, they will be white 
like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 
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5 Steps to Becoming a Master of Group Management 
 
There’s a fine line between being a large group teacher and a zookeeper. If you make a few untimely 
missteps, it can start to feel like you’re losing control of the room and slipping into the wild kingdom. Don’t 
fret, though! We’ve all been there! And fortunately, there are a few things you can do to prevent your kids’ 
wild side from breaking out.  
 
Get some help: Hopefully you’ve got some dynamic small group leaders in the room who are willing and 
able to help you. They can be your first line of defense. Talk to them ahead of time and ask them to sit 
among the kids (as opposed to the back of the room). Encourage them to intervene any time they see 
distracting behavior. 
 
Separate the fire and gas: Some kids just make for explosive combinations. If there are two (or more) 
kids seated together that historically have trouble being around one another, don’t be afraid to separate 
them from the beginning.  

 
Involve the kids: If you’re too much of a “talking head,” kids can start to zone out and get fidgety. Be 
sure to involve the kids in as much of the lesson as you can. Bonus points if you can get the kids moving 
physically. Fortunately, the GO! lessons are chock full of these kinds of interactive opportunities! 
 
Don’t get stale: Fidgety kids can also be an indication that it’s time to move on to something different. If 
you’re overly verbose and spend too much time on the same thing, you can start to lose the room. Again, 
the GO! lessons are written with this in mind, so the more you can stick to the script, the better!  
 
Put your body and voice into it: Often times, when a communicator is beginning to lose the attention of 
the entire room, the first response is to call for quiet and “eyes up here.” There’s a better way, though. By 
changing what you do with your body and voice, you can regain the kids’ attention in a way that doesn’t 
interrupt the flow of the lesson. For example, if you’re standing, try sitting or kneeling near the kids for a 
moment. Resist the urge to talk over the kids. Instead, begin speaking in a quiet voice, just above a 
whisper. This body/voice combination can do wonders with regaining attention. 
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Did you ever think it was possible to have a room full of quiet kids? It is! And it’ll be happening during the 
incredible “Hip Hip Charade” series! (For a brief moment, anyway.) During this series, we’ll be walking 
through the fabulous life of King David and learning about some reasons we can yell “Hooray” to God, but 
we’ll be doing it by playing a power-packed version of charades. Get ready for some God-filled and fun-
soaked silent action! 
 

 
 

• Familiarize yourself with the “Hip Hip Charade” styles of play below. In addition to regular 
charades, “Hip Hip Charade” has 3 other styles of play: reverse, versus, and re-versus. 

• Lay a tape-line down the center of the room for the “versus” and “re-versus” styles of play. 
• Place the “Hip Hip Charade Button” on a small table (or something similar) where kids can press 

it. When the “Hip Hip Charade Button” is hit, it should appear to set the video spinner in motion. 
Practice advancing the media ahead of time so that it looks like the button set it in motion. 

• Print the “Charade Action” signs on 8½ x 11 cardstock. (See Resource Folder.) Put the signs in 
the order they’ll be used and place them in the teaching area. 

• Place a toy bow and arrow in the teaching area. As an alternative, pantomime shooting an arrow. 
• Create a “God’s Forgiveness” station in the teaching area. On a small table, place the following: 

o Clear container filled three quarters of the way with a 4:1 water to bleach mixture 
o Bottle of iodine (Make sure it is not de-colorized. You need it to be a dark color.) 
o White handkerchief or a small square torn from a white sheet 
o Plastic bin or pan to catch iodine runoff 
o Rubber cleaning gloves and safety goggles 

• Warning: Handle the bleach water and iodine with care. Keep out of reach of kids. 
 
“Hip Hip Charade” Styles of Play: 
 

• Regular: Show the selected kid the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage them to silently act the word(s) out until the audience has guessed it correctly. 

• Reverse: Show the audience the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do 
not show it to the selected kid. Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out 
simultaneously until the selected kid has guessed it correctly. 

• Versus: Split the room into two sides. In addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the 
other team. Show both kids the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage both kids to silently act the word(s) out until one of the teams has guessed it correctly. 

• Re-Versus: This is a combination of “Reverse” and “Versus.” Split the room into two sides. In 
addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the other team. Show the audience the 
charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do not show it to the selected kids. 
Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out simultaneously until one of the selected kids 
has guessed it correctly. 

 
Note: For younger kids who are just learning to read, be prepared to whisper the word(s) to them without 
the guessing participants hearing it. 
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CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
HIP HIP CHARADE INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome to one last incredible week of (shout as if saying, 
“Hip, hip, hooray.”) “Hip, Hip…” (Point to kids; kids yell “Charade”). Nice job! For the past few weeks 
we’ve been hearing all about the life of King David—the greatest king in all of the Bible. Who remembers 
some of the things that were so great about David? (Take answers. Answer may include: he had a heart 
for God, he defeated Goliath, he spared Saul’s life, etc.) Great job! Over the course of his life, David did 
some incredible things for God. In fact, the Bible describes David as being a man after God’s own heart. 
That means that David loved the things that God loved and he followed God closely. But do you think 
David ever messed up? (Kids respond.) Of course he did—everybody sins! Let me show some different 
ways that people sin. See if you can guess what I’m acting out and then tell me if you think that’s a little 
sin or a BIG sin. 
 

One at a time, perform a charade for the following sins: punching and kicking someone; 
cheating or looking on someone’s test; gossiping about someone; stealing. After kids 
guess each one, ask them if they think it’s a big sin or little sin. There is no right answer. 
Just use it to gauge what your kids think are big sins. 

 
Great job! Some of those seem like pretty big sins—don’t they? Well guess what—in our story for today, 
David commits a sin that’s way bigger than any of those. Even though David was a man after God’s own 
heart, he messed up BIG TIME! I’m talking about the Mount Everest of mess ups! Do you want to find out 
what it was? (Kids respond.) If you’re ready, shout “Hip, hip, charade!” with me three times. (Lead kids in 
shouting “Hip, hip, charade!” three times.)  
 

During the Big Bible Story, when indicated, invite a kid to the teaching area and have 
them press the “Hip Hip Charade” button. When the button is hit, advance your media to 
the “Video Spinner” cue. Upon stopping, the spinner will reveal one of the following styles 
of play: Regular, Reverse, Versus, or Re-versus. See the “Set-up Instructions” above for 
a description of how each style is played. Depending on the style of play, the selected kid 
will be either the actor or the guesser. 
 

CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—DAVID SINS 
(Walk over to Bible and hold it up.) In the Bible, in the Book of 2 Samuel, David finds out that King Saul 
has died. Do you remember who was anointed to be king after Saul? (Take answer.) That’s right—David! 
And although the Israelites had been warned that their kings would do terrible things to them, David was 
the exception. Most of the time King David loved and followed God and he helped his people do the 
same, but there was this one time that he totally biffed it! 
 
David’s palace was one of the tallest buildings in all Jerusalem. From his rooftop, he could see all kinds of 
things in every direction. But one day, he saw something that took his breath away. Let’s find out what it 
was. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Versus style.” 
(Invite a second kid to the teaching area. Show selected kids the charade sign with “Blowing kisses” 
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written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) You got it! (Stand on a chair or other object to elevate you 
above kids.) From the roof of his palace, David could see a beautiful woman and he fell in love instantly. 
Show me what it looks like when someone falls madly in love. (Kids make faces.) Nice job! That’s 
probably what David looked like. There was only one problem, though. The woman’s name was 
Bathsheba and she was already married to a man named Uriah. 
 
What do you think David should have done when he found out Bathsheba was married? (Take answers.) 
You’re right—he should have just left her alone, but David had a different plan. Let’s find out what it was. 
(Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Regular style.” (Show 
the selected kid the charade sign with “Marching to battle” written on it. When ready, begin the charade. 
When finished, dismiss kid.) Great job! Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, was a part of David’s army. So, 
David sent a message to the commander of his army telling him to put Uriah on the front line of the battle. 
Does anyone know why David would want Uriah to be on the front line? (Take answers. Deliver next lines 
as if hatching an evil plan.) The front line of the battle was where the fighting was the fiercest. Most of the 
soldiers on the front line usually got killed. And if Uriah got killed, David could have Bathsheba all to 
himself. (Do a comically ominous laugh.) Mwah-ha-ha-ha. (Talk normally) Sounds like a pretty evil plan—
doesn’t it?! (Kids respond.) It was! 
 
The commander of the army did just as he was told—he placed Uriah on the front line closest to the place 
where the heaviest fighting was happening. Let’s find out what happened next. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, 
Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Re-versus style.” (Invite a second kid to the 
teaching area. Show audience the charade sign with “Getting shot by an arrow” written on it. When ready, 
begin the charade.) Way to go! As the Israelite army charged toward the city walls, (stand on chair or 
other elevated object and shoot a toy bow and arrow away from the kids or pantomime shooting an 
arrow) the enemy archers let loose a barrage of arrows from the top of the wall and one of them struck 
and killed Uriah—just as King David had planned. Now there was just one thing left for David to do. Let’s 
see what it was.  
 
(Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Reverse style.” (Show 
audience the charade sign with “Getting married” written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) Good 
work! When Bathsheba was finished being sad about the death of her husband, David had her brought to 
his house and she became his wife. Happy ending—right? (Kids respond.) Wrong! The Bible says that 
“the thing David had done displeased the Lord.” (2 Samuel 11:27)  
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors 
and discuss the following questions: What does this story teach us about God? Do 
you think God could forgive you for doing something as bad as David did? Why or 
why not? After a few minutes, draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 
SINS WASHED WHITE AS SNOW 
Earlier, I acted out some different sins and asked if you thought they were big or little. How do you think 
David’s sin compared to the sins I acted out? (Kids respond.) Yeah—you’re right! David’s sin was WAY 
bigger. He didn’t just tell a little fib or feed his broccoli to the dog—he had a man killed and then stole his 
wife. (Make a “shocked” look and sound.) But listen to what David said in Psalm 51 right after he did 
those terrible things. (Open your Bible to Psalm 51:1 and read it aloud.) He said, “God, have mercy on me 
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according to your faithful love. Because your love is so tender and kind, wipe out my lawless acts. Wash 
away all the evil things I’ve done. Make me pure from my sin.” (Put Bible down.) Does it sound like David 
was sorry? (Kids respond.) Yes! David was incredibly sorry and asked God to wash away his sins. But do 
you think God could possibly wash away a sin that big? (Kids respond.) Let’s find out. Take a look at this. 
(Move to the table with a clear container of bleach water, iodine bottle, and bin with white handkerchief or 
other white fabric. Put on rubber cleaning gloves and safety goggles. Warning: handle the bleach water 
and iodine with care. Do not allow kids to handle.)  
 
(Hold up white handkerchief.) Imagine that this fabric is you. Every time you disobey God, sin leaves a 
stain on your life. Can anyone give me some examples of sins that a kid might commit? (Take answers 
one at a time. After each answer, squirt a small amount of iodine on the white handkerchief. Do it over the 
plastic bin to catch any runoff.) As you can see, all of those sins leave a pretty big stain on our lives. But 
in our story for today, David made a BIG-TIME stain—he had Uriah killed and then took Bathsheba for his 
wife. (Squirt a large amount of iodine on the center of handkerchief. Hold up handkerchief for kids to see.) 
Look at the mess that sin makes. It’s dirty, it’s ugly, and worst of all—it separates us from God. But here’s 
the good news—even the biggest sin is no match for God’s forgiveness. Let me show you.  
 
Imagine that this water is God’s forgiveness. (With the rubber cleaning gloves on, dip the handkerchief 
into the bleach water several times. The iodine stain will disappear. Hold up the clean handkerchief over 
the plastic bin for the kids to see.) You see—God is merciful and when we confess our sins and ask Him 
to forgive us, He has the power to wash our sins white as snow, no matter how big we think they are. You 
know what—that reminds me of our Bible verse for today. Let’s read it together. (If possible, continue 
holding up the clean handkerchief while reading the verse.)  
 
CG:  “Even though your sins are bright red, they will be as white as snow. Even though 

they are deep red, they will be white like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 
  
Even though David’s sin left a huge stain on his life, God was able to make it just like this fabric—white as 
snow. And even though David messed up BIG TIME, God was still able to do amazing things through 
him. In fact, God made an incredible covenant with David. He promised David that Jesus, the future 
Savior, would come from his family. 
 
(Sit or kneel near kids.) The truth is that we all mess up sometimes. And even though we might not think 
our sin is as big or bad as David’s, all sin is the same—it all displeases God and separates us from Him. 
But God is merciful, so we can go to Him for forgiveness. No matter what we’ve done wrong, no matter 
how big of a stain sin has left on our life, God’s forgiveness can wash it away! Let’s pray to God right now 
and ask Him to do that. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of worship through giving during the last worship 
song. After the last worship song, dismiss kids quietly to Small Groups.   
 

CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 


