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Hip Hip Charade 
David Spares Saul’s Life 
 

 

 
 I recently read an NBC news story about a woman who fell victim to both a car full of unruly 
teenagers as well as her own desire for revenge. In 2012, a woman in Palo Alto, California, was crossing 
the street when a group of teenagers in a white Range Rover passed by and threw a milkshake in her 
face. As a lover of milkshakes, I would like to point out that the first crime was improper disposal of a 
milkshake (i.e. anywhere other than your mouth). I’m sure, though, that the woman involved was more 
outraged by the second crime: assault with a delicious milkshake. She was so outraged, in fact, that she 
tried to get revenge by throwing her alligator skinned purse at the passing car. Unfortunately, her 
remarkable aim proved to be her undoing. The projectile purse flew straight through an open window and 
landed in the vehicle as it sped away. Now, not only was the woman covered in milkshake, she was also 
without her designer purse along with the $2,000 cash that was contained inside. 
 The consequences of taking revenge aren’t always so immediate. In fact, revenge usually results 
in an initial exhilaration—a feeling that justice has been served, that our humiliation has been transformed 
into pride, and that social and emotional balance has been restored. But with time it becomes evident that 
not only have we failed to fix the first wrong, we’ve only piled another wrong on top of it. Revenge only 
restores balance in so much as it lowers us to the same level as the offending party. That’s why the 
apostle Paul implores the Thessalonians with this portion of scripture: 

 
“Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with another. Instead, always try  

to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.”  
1 Thessalonians 5:15 

 
When we pay back one wrong act with another, it’s as if we’re hurling a purse full of our own 

integrity at the person who offended us. It’s hard to consider that a victory. It’s even harder to get your 
integrity back. That doesn’t mean that we are without recourse, though. There is one kind of revenge that 
can bring healing and restoration. The 19th century American humorist, Josh Billings, probably said it best: 
“There is no revenge so complete as forgiveness.” The only true victory in the face of hurt and humiliation 
comes through mercy—the same kind of mercy that Christ showed us on the cross. 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 

BIG IDEA: God wants us to live in peace, so we should avoid taking 
revenge on others. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 23-24, 26, 31 

KEY VERSE: “Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with 
another. Instead, always try to do what is good for each 
other and for everyone else.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIrV) 
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5 Steps to Becoming a Master of Group Management 
 
There’s a fine line between being a large group teacher and a zookeeper. If you make a few untimely 
missteps, it can start to feel like you’re losing control of the room and slipping into the wild kingdom. Don’t 
fret, though! We’ve all been there! And fortunately, there are a few things you can do to prevent your kids’ 
wild side from breaking out.  
 
Get some help: Hopefully you’ve got some dynamic small group leaders in the room who are willing and 
able to help you. They can be your first line of defense. Talk to them ahead of time and ask them to sit 
among the kids (as opposed to the back of the room). Encourage them to intervene any time they see 
distracting behavior. 
 
Separate the fire and gas: Some kids just make for explosive combinations. If there are two (or more) 
kids seated together that historically have trouble being around one another, don’t be afraid to separate 
them from the beginning.  

 
Involve the kids: If you’re too much of a “talking head,” kids can start to zone out and get fidgety. Be 
sure to involve the kids in as much of the lesson as you can. Bonus points if you can get the kids moving 
physically. Fortunately, the GO! lessons are chock full of these kinds of interactive opportunities! 
 
Don’t get stale: Fidgety kids can also be an indication that it’s time to move on to something different. If 
you’re overly verbose and spend too much time on the same thing, you can start to lose the room. Again, 
the GO! lessons are written with this in mind, so the more you can stick to the script, the better!  
 
Put your body and voice into it: Often times, when a communicator is beginning to lose the attention of 
the entire room, the first response is to call for quiet and “eyes up here.” There’s a better way, though. By 
changing what you do with your body and voice, you can regain the kids’ attention in a way that doesn’t 
interrupt the flow of the lesson. For example, if you’re standing, try sitting or kneeling near the kids for a 
moment. Resist the urge to talk over the kids. Instead, begin speaking in a quiet voice, just above a 
whisper. This body/voice combination can do wonders with regaining attention. 
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Did you ever think it was possible to have a room full of quiet kids? It is! And it’ll be happening during the 
incredible “Hip Hip Charade” series! (For a brief moment, anyway.) During this series, we’ll be walking 
through the fabulous life of King David and learning about some reasons we can yell “Hooray” to God, but 
we’ll be doing it by playing a power-packed version of charades. Get ready for some God-filled and fun-
soaked silent action! 
 

 

• Familiarize yourself with the “Hip Hip Charade” styles of play below. In addition to regular 
charades, “Hip Hip Charade” has 3 other styles of play: reverse, versus, and re-versus. 

• Lay a tape-line down the center of the room. This will be used for the “versus” and “re-versus” 
styles of play. 

• Place the “Hip Hip Charade Button” on a small table (or something similar) where kids can press 
it. When the “Hip Hip Charade Button” is hit, it should appear to set the video spinner in motion. 
Practice advancing the media ahead of time so that it looks like the button set it in motion. 

• Print the “Charade Action” signs on 8½ x 11 cardstock. (See Resource Folder.) Put the signs in 
the order they’ll be used and place them in the teaching area. 

• Cut or tear a square piece of fabric (approximately 12” square). Place in the teaching area. 
• Pick a place in your teaching area to have a silly string revenge battle! You will want to lay out a 

large tarp and place a small table close to or on the tarp. Place several bottles of silly string on 
the table and cover them for later. 

• Place 2 ponchos, 2 shower caps, and 2 pairs of goggles nearby. 
 
“Hip Hip Charade” Styles of Play: 
 

• Regular: Show the selected kid the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage them to silently act the word(s) out until the audience has guessed it correctly. 

• Reverse: Show the audience the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do 
not show it to the selected kid. Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out 
simultaneously until the selected kid has guessed it correctly. 

• Versus: Split the room into two sides. In addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the 
other team. Show both kids the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage both kids to silently act the word(s) out until one of the teams has guessed it correctly. 

• Re-Versus: This is a combination of “Reverse” and “Versus.” Split the room into two sides. In 
addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the other team. Show the audience the 
charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do not show it to the selected kids. 
Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out simultaneously until one of the selected kids 
has guessed it correctly. 

 
Note: For younger kids who are just learning to read, be prepared to whisper the word(s) to them without 
the guessing participants hearing it. 
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CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
HIP HIP CHARADE INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody! I’m so glad you’re here today because we’re in the middle of a 
really fun series called (shout as if saying, “Hip, hip, hooray.”) “Hip Hip…” (Point to kids; kids yell 
“Charade”). Way to go—you remember! Let’s try that again, but this time see if you can keep up with me. 
(Say “Hip Hip” and point to kids for the “Charade.” Try to lose them by doing it faster and faster. Try to 
trick them by only saying “Hip” one time before pointing to them. Jump out from behind something and do 
a “Hip Hip” sneak attack. Have fun with it.) Wow—there’s no tricking you kids! You’re way too… (Quickly 
say “Hip, Hip” mid-sentence and point to kids. Kids say, “Charade.”) Nice job! During the “Hip Hip 
Charade” series, we’re giving God praise and applause as we hear the next part of His Big Bible Story. 
We’re learning all about the life of King David, but we’re doing it in a super fun way—we’re playing a 
totally awesome game of Charades. 
 
Before we get started, though, I want to ask you a question. Has anyone ever done something to you that 
was so rotten, so terrible that you wanted to get revenge? (Kids respond.) Let me give you some 
examples—charade style. See if you can guess what I’m acting out. (Do a charade for “stealing.” Kids 
shout guesses.) Nice job! Has anyone ever stolen something from you? (Kids respond. Do a charade for 
“whispering/gossiping.”) You got it! Has anyone ever gossiped or told lies about you? (Kids respond. Do a 
charade for “laughing.”) Has anyone ever laughed at you or made fun of you? (Kids respond.) Sometimes 
when people hurt us, it’s so easy to want to hurt them back, but today we’re going to learn that God has a 
much better way of responding. Are you ready to hear about it? (Kids respond.) 
 

During the Big Bible Story, when indicated, invite a kid to the teaching area and have 
them press the “Hip Hip Charade” button. When the button is hit, advance your media to 
the “Video Spinner” cue. Upon stopping, the spinner will reveal one of the following styles 
of play: Regular, Reverse, Versus, or Re-versus. See the “Set-up Instructions” above for 
a description of how each style is played. Depending on the style of play, the selected kid 
will be either the actor or the guesser. 
 

CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE 
Early in David’s life, something pretty cool happened. I’ll do a charade for it. Let’s see if you can 
remember what it was. (Walk past the front row of kids. Look at the first few kids one by one and shake 
your head “no,” but then shake your head “yes” to the next kid and pretend to put a crown on their head.) 
What was I acting out? Right! David was chosen to be the next king of Israel. He wasn’t king just yet, 
though. Saul was still the king and Saul had a big problem with David. Let’s see what it was. (Invite a kid 
to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Versus style.” (Invite a second kid to 
the teaching area. Show selected kids the charade sign with “David vs. Goliath” written on it. When ready, 
begin the charade.) 
 
Great job! After David defeated Goliath, David became super popular. The people of Israel loved David 
even more than they loved King Saul and King Saul was not happy about that. He also wasn’t happy that 
David had been chosen to be the next king instead of his son, Jonathan. After a while, King Saul became 
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so jealous that he came up with a plan to kill David. Let me hear you gasp in horror. (Gasp in horror along 
with kids.) David had to do something, and he had to do it fast! Let’s see what he did. (Invite a kid to hit 
the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Reverse style.” (Show audience the 
charade sign with “Hide and Seek” written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) You got it! David ran 
away and hid from King Saul in a dark cave. (Run to one side of teaching area and squat down like you’re 
hiding in a cave.) But King Saul was determined to find David and put an end to him. And you know 
what? He almost did it! 
 
(Whisper the next few lines.) King Saul and his army got really close to finding David—they were right 
outside of the cave where David hid! Then, something crazy happened—Saul had to go to the bathroom. 
And guess where he went? Inside the cave! (Stop whispering.) Everyone, show me your best “jaw-
dropping” face! (Kids respond.) Saul was all by himself in the dark cave and he had no idea that David 
was right there. This was David’s chance to get revenge. Let’s see what happened! 
 
(Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Re-versus style.” (Invite 
a second kid to the teaching area. Show audience the charade sign with “Sneaking up on someone” 
written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) That’s it! David snuck up on Saul while he was in the cave 
and he took out a knife. (Pretend to take out a knife.) What do you think David did with the knife? (Take a 
few responses.) Those are some good thoughts! (Illustrate the following line. When finished, hold up a 
piece of fabric.) David snuck up with the knife and he carefully, quietly cut a corner off of Saul’s robe 
without Saul even noticing. 
 
When King Saul was finished, he went back outside to his army, but David followed him. When Saul was 
at a distance, David called out to him and showed him the piece of his robe! It was David’s way of 
showing King Saul that he could have killed him, but chose not to. Look at what David said next.  

 
Open Bible to 1 Samuel 24:12 and read aloud. It says, “May the Lord judge between you 
and me. And may the Lord pay you back because of the wrong things you have done to 
me. But I won’t do anything to hurt you.” 

 
Let’s see what King Saul did when he heard David’s words. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” 
button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Regular style.” (Show the selected kid the charade sign with “Cry 
really hard” written on it. When ready, begin the charade. When finished, dismiss kid.) When King Saul 
realized that David had shown him mercy, he cried! Then, he took his army and left without hurting David. 
Later on, King Saul tried to kill David again and amazingly, David had another chance to get revenge on 
King Saul. But do you think he took revenge the second time? (Kids respond.) Nope! Even though King 
Saul kept on trying to kill David, David never took revenge on him. God continued to protect David again 
and again. And eventually, just as God had planned it, King Saul died in a battle and David became the 
next king of Israel. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors 
and discuss the following questions: What does this story teach us about God? If you 
were David, would you have taken revenge on Saul? After a few minutes, draw 
attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
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BATTLE FOR REVENGE 
Did it surprise any of you that David decided not to take revenge? (Take responses.) Saul was trying to 
kill David, and David still didn’t do anything to get even with Saul! That’s not how most of us act, is it? 
(Kids respond.) Let me show you how we usually act. 
 

Choose 2 kids. Give each kid a poncho, a shower cap, and some goggles. Direct kids to 
stand on the tarp near the table with the silly string. Explain that you will read a story 
about Goober and Sparky. Pick one kid (or adult volunteer) to be Goober and one kid (or 
adult volunteer) to be Sparky. 

 
Goober and Sparky are brother and sister (adjust for gender). One night, after dinner, Goober and 
Sparky’s parents surprised them with an incredible dessert—blueberry pie! But when Goober saw that 
Sparky had grabbed the biggest pie, he “accidentally” (do air quotes) squirted ketchup on it. (Instruct 
Sparky to hold out their hands pretending to hold a pie. Hand Goober a bottle of silly string pretending it’s 
ketchup and prompt him to squirt some on Sparky’s “pie”.) Sparky was furious! (Prompt Sparky to look 
furious.) She wasn’t going to let Goober get away with that! So she “accidentally” squirted ketchup onto 
Goober’s pie. (Hand Sparky the “bottle of ketchup” and prompt her to squirt some on Goober’s “pie”.) 
Goober couldn’t believe it—he was beyond furious! (Prompt Goober to look “beyond furious.”) So he 
grabbed the bottle of ketchup and squirted some of it into Sparky’s face. (Hand Goober the silly string and 
prompt him to squirt it into Sparky’s face.) There was no way Sparky was going to let Goober get away 
with that, so she grabbed the ketchup bottle from Goober and squirted it into Goober’s face. (Hand 
Sparky the silly string and prompt her to squirt it into Goober’s face.)  
 
Look how messy revenge can be. You might not end up with ketchup in your face, but you’ll make a mess 
in a bunch of other ways. You can hurt people, you can ruin relationships, and you can do things that 
you’ll regret. Revenge makes a bad situation even worse! Let’s give our volunteers a round of applause! 
(Ask a small group leader to help “Goober” and “Sparky” get cleaned up.) 
 
LIVING IN PEACE 
A lot of times, when someone does something wrong to us, it’s really tempting to do something wrong 
back, but the Bible has a much better way for us to respond. Let’s see what it is. (Encourage kids to turn 
in the Bible to 1 Thessalonians 5:15. Younger kids may need more time and assistance. When ready, 
choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself as the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with another. Instead, always try 

to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 
That’s exactly what David did. He made sure that he didn’t pay back one wrong act with another. In other 
words, David didn’t get revenge on King Saul. And that’s what God wants for us too. We shouldn’t let 
people hurt us, but when they do, we should do what is good—we should respond with peace. God wants 
us to live in peace, so we should avoid taking revenge. Let’s think for a minute how Goober and Sparky 
could have done that. What could Sparky have done differently when Goober squirted ketchup on her 
pie? (Take answers.) Those are some incredible answers! You know what else we can do? We can think 
about how God responds to us with peace and mercy. 
 
Even though we’ve sinned against God, God didn’t take revenge on us. Instead of giving us what we 
deserve, He showed us peace and mercy by giving us His Son, Jesus. Jesus took the punishment for our 
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sins so that anyone who calls out to Him can spend forever with God in heaven. And when we think about 
how God didn’t take revenge on us, it helps us to not take revenge on others.  
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of worship through giving during the last worship 
song. After the last worship song, dismiss kids quietly to Small Groups.   
 

CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 


