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Hip Hip Charade 
David is Anointed King 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I recently came across an interesting article about the “halo effect” which states that attractive 

people are perceived as being more competent and of higher intelligence than less attractive people. NFL 
quarterbacks are paid significantly more if they are considered “attractive.” Attractive real estate agents 
typically sell homes for more money than the average looking agent, and workers deemed attractive earn 
upwards of 10% more than workers deemed unattractive.  

This isn’t surprising information. For thousands of years, humans have been easily entranced by 
physical characteristics. Not only that, but we see success as a measure of attractiveness, financial 
stability, or level of leadership attained. Even Christ-followers fall into this perspective. We know that 
attractiveness or the world’s view of success isn’t what ultimately matters to our God, but we still act on 
these perceptions. 

In 1 Samuel 16, God leads Samuel to anoint the next king of Israel. Samuel is taken by Jesse’s 
oldest son—he looks like a king! But, God immediately says to Samuel, “The Lord does not look at the 
things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 
16:7b) 

It’s easy to measure ourselves against the standards of the world. How do I look? What is my 
salary? Where is my career going? But instead of measuring yourself against the world’s standards, ask 
the Lord to reveal where your heart is. 3,000 years ago, the Lord looked into the heart of a young 
shepherd boy and saw the next King of Israel. When God looks at your heart, what does He see?  
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
 
  

BIG IDEA: God sees what’s in our heart, so we should seek to be 
beautiful on the inside. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

KEY VERSE: “People look at the outside of a person. But the Lord looks 
at what is in the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7b (NIrV) 
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5 Steps to Becoming a Master of Group Management 
 
There’s a fine line between being a large group teacher and a zookeeper. If you make a few untimely 
missteps, it can start to feel like you’re losing control of the room and slipping into the wild kingdom. Don’t 
fret, though! We’ve all been there! And fortunately, there are a few things you can do to prevent your kids’ 
wild side from breaking out.  
 
Get some help: Hopefully you’ve got some dynamic small group leaders in the room who are willing and 
able to help you. They can be your first line of defense. Talk to them ahead of time and ask them to sit 
among the kids (as opposed to the back of the room). Encourage them to intervene any time they see 
distracting behavior. 
 
Separate the fire and gas: Some kids just make for explosive combinations. If there are two (or more) 
kids seated together that historically have trouble being around one another, don’t be afraid to separate 
them from the beginning.  

 
Involve the kids: If you’re too much of a “talking head,” kids can start to zone out and get fidgety. Be 
sure to involve the kids in as much of the lesson as you can. Bonus points if you can get the kids moving 
physically. Fortunately, the GO! lessons are chock full of these kinds of interactive opportunities! 
 
Don’t get stale: Fidgety kids can also be an indication that it’s time to move on to something different. If 
you’re overly verbose and spend too much time on the same thing, you can start to lose the room. Again, 
the GO! lessons are written with this in mind, so the more you can stick to the script, the better!  
 
Put your body and voice into it: Often times, when a communicator is beginning to lose the attention of 
the entire room, the first response is to call for quiet and “eyes up here.” There’s a better way, though. By 
changing what you do with your body and voice, you can regain the kids’ attention in a way that doesn’t 
interrupt the flow of the lesson. For example, if you’re standing, try sitting or kneeling near the kids for a 
moment. Resist the urge to talk over the kids. Instead, begin speaking in a quiet voice, just above a 
whisper. This body/voice combination can do wonders with regaining attention. 



4.1 Large Group Lesson | Elementary  

© 2018 Mooblio. All rights reserved  3 
   

 

Did you ever think it was possible to have a room full of quiet kids? It is! And it’ll be happening during the 
incredible “Hip Hip Charade” series! (For a brief moment, anyway.) During this series, we’ll be walking 
through the fabulous life of King David and learning about some reasons we can yell “Hooray” to God, but 
we’ll be doing it by playing a power-packed version of charades. Get ready for some God-filled and fun-
soaked silent action! 
 

 

• Familiarize yourself with the “Hip Hip Charade” styles of play below. In addition to regular 
charades, “Hip Hip Charade” has 3 other styles of play: reverse, versus, and re-versus. 

• Lay a tape line down the center of the room. This will be used for the “versus” and “re-versus” 
styles of play. 

• Place the “Hip Hip Charade Button” on a small table (or something similar) where kids can press 
it. When the “Hip Hip Charade Button” is hit, it should appear to set the video spinner in motion. 
Practice advancing the media ahead of time so that it looks like the button set it in motion. 

• Print the “Charade Action” signs on 8½ x 11 cardstock. (See Resource Folder.) Put the signs in 
the order they’ll be used and place them in the teaching area. 

• Place a chair or something else to stand on in the teaching area. 
• Place a ball (tennis ball size is good) in the teaching area. 
• Optional: Place a handsome or sassy-looking wig in the teaching area. As an alternative, the 

teacher can just do a supermodel walk or give a sassy look. 
• Break open a geode (pronounced: jē-ōd) and place it out of sight from the kids in the teaching 

area. The bigger the geode, the better. As an alternative, just use a medium-sized rock along with 
the provided picture of the inside of a geode (see Resource Folder). 

 
“Hip Hip Charade” Styles of Play: 
 

• Regular: Show the selected kid the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage them to silently act the word(s) out until the audience has guessed it correctly. 

• Reverse: Show the audience the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do 
not show it to the selected kid. Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out 
simultaneously until the selected kid has guessed it correctly. 

• Versus: Split the room into two sides. In addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the 
other team. Show both kids the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage both kids to silently act the word(s) out until one of the teams has guessed it correctly. 

• Re-Versus: This is a combination of “Reverse” and “Versus.” Split the room into two sides. In 
addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the other team. Show the audience the 
charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do not show it to the selected kids. 
Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out simultaneously until one of the selected kids 
has guessed it correctly. 

 
Note: For younger kids who are just learning to read, be prepared to whisper the word(s) to them without 
the guessing participants hearing it. 



4.1 Large Group Lesson | Elementary  

© 2018 Mooblio. All rights reserved  4 
   

  
 
CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
HIP HIP CHARADE INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody! I’m so glad you’re here today because we’re starting a super fun 
series called (shout as if saying, “Hip, hip, hooray”) “Hip Hip Charade!” Does that sound like any 
expression you’ve ever heard before? (Take answer from kid.) You’re right—it sounds just like “Hip, hip, 
hooray!” That’s what you would shout if you want to give someone praise or applause. Let me show you 
what I mean. Has anyone here ever done something really cool that deserves praise or applause? (Call 
on a kid to share. When the kid is finished, lead the others in cheering. Shout “hip, hip,” point to the kids 
and have them respond with “hooray.” Repeat 3 times in rapid succession.) Nice job! For the next 4 
weeks, we’re going to be praising and applauding God as we learn more from his Holy Word. But here’s 
the really fun part—we’re going to do it by playing a super cool game of charades. That’s why we’re 
calling it “Hip Hip Charade!” 
 

During the Big Bible Story, when indicated, invite a kid to the teaching area and have 
them press the “Hip Hip Charade” button. When the button is hit, advance your media to 
the “Video Spinner” cue. Upon stopping, the spinner will reveal one of the following styles 
of play: Regular, Reverse, Versus, or Re-versus. See the “Set-up Instructions” above for 
a description of how each style is played. Depending on the style of play, the selected kid 
will be either the actor or the guesser. 
 

CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—DAVID IS ANOINTED KING 
In the Old Testament, the Bible tells us all about a man named Samuel. Samuel was Israel’s last and best 
judge. But it started to become clear that Samuel wouldn’t be around forever. So let’s see what 
happened. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Regular 
style.” (Show the selected kid the charade sign with “Very old man” written on it. When ready, begin the 
charade. When finished, dismiss kid.) Great job! As time passed, (say as if you were a very old man) 
Samuel became a very old man. The Israelites were worried that Samuel was going to die, so they asked 
him to give them a new leader. But this time, instead of a judge, the Israelites demanded a king.  
 
Samuel knew having a king was a bad idea. Let me show you why. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, 
Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Reverse style.” (Show audience the charade sign with 
“Sword fighting” written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) You got it! Samuel warned the Israelites 
that a king would do terrible things to them. He would send their sons to battle (swing imaginary sword) 
and force their daughters to work as servants. But the Israelites didn’t listen. They wanted a king anyway. 
 
Israel’s first king was named Saul, and he did everything that Samuel had warned about. In fact, Saul was 
so rotten, (make a silly, rotten face) that God became sorry He ever made him to be king. So let’s see 
what God decided to do about it. Open your Bibles to the book of 1 Samuel. (When kids find 1 Samuel, 
silently draw the numbers 16 and 1 in the air. Challenge the kids to guess what numbers you’re drawing 
to find the chapter and verse. When finished, choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud 
yourself.) “The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you be filled with sorrow because of Saul? I have 
refused to have him as king over Israel. Fill your animal horn with olive oil and go on your way. I am 
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sending you to Jesse in Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” (1 Samuel 16:1) 
 
So that’s what Samuel did. When he got to Bethlehem, Jesse lined up all of his sons—all but one, that is! 
When Samuel looked at Jesse’s oldest son, Eliab, he saw something pretty special. Let’s see what it was. 
(Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Versus style.” (Invite a 
second kid to the teaching area. Show selected kids the charade sign with “Soccer Player” written on it. 
When ready, begin the charade.) Nice job! Eliab was really athletic and handsome—and tall too! Samuel 
thought, “He’s got to be the one for sure!” But look at what God said: 
 
CG: “Do not consider how handsome or tall he is. I have not chosen him. The Lord 

does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outside of a person. 
But the Lord looks at what is in the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 

 
One after another, Samuel looked at each of Jesse’s seven sons. But God said “no” to every one of them. 
Finally, Samuel asked Jesse if that was all of his sons. Jesse told him that there was one more son. Let’s 
figure out what Jesse’s last son was doing. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play 
“Video Spinner: Re-versus style.” (Invite a second kid to the teaching area. Show audience the 
charade sign with “sheep” written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) That’s it! Jesse’s youngest son, 
David, was in the field taking care of his sheep. So Jesse sent for David right away. 
 
When Samuel looked at David, he probably thought, “There’s no way he could be king. He’s the smallest 
and youngest of all the brothers.” But what do you think God said? (Kids respond.) God said, “He’s the 
one.” David wasn’t the biggest, fastest, or strongest, but God could see that David had something way 
more important—a heart that loved and followed Him. And even though Saul remained king until he died, 
God had already chosen an incredible new king with a heart for Him to take Saul’s place. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: What do you think this story teaches us about God? What 
do you think it means that God looks at the heart instead of the outward 
appearance? After a few minutes, draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 
THE HEART OF THE MATTER 
In our story for today, Samuel was trying to figure out who would be the best king for Israel. But Samuel 
was looking at all the wrong things. What was he looking at? (Take answer.) Samuel was looking at the 
outward appearance of Jesse’s sons. Some of the sons were really tall. (Stand on chair.) Some of them 
had big muscles. (Place a ball in your shirt sleeve and pretend to make a big muscle.) Some were really 
athletic. (Take ball out of sleeve and pretend to throw it.) And some of them were super handsome—
hubba hubba! (Put on a fun wig or give a sassy look.) But is that what God was looking at? (Kids 
respond.) Nope! In fact, let’s look again at what God said to Samuel. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles 
to 1 Samuel 16:7b. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. 
When ready, choose a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “People look at the outside of a person. But the Lord looks at what is in the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7b 
 
 



4.1 Large Group Lesson | Elementary  

© 2018 Mooblio. All rights reserved  6 
   

On the outside, David might not have looked like anything too special. But on the inside, God could see 
the amazing heart that David had. You know what? That kind of reminds me of something. 
 

For the following illustration, consider obtaining or purchasing a geode and breaking it 
open to reveal the inside. If you don’t have access to a geode, show the kids a regular 
medium-sized rock and then refer to the geode picture at the appropriate time. 

 
GEODE ILLUSTRATION 
(Hold up geode or rock. If using a geode, only show the outside.) Have any of you kids heard of a geode 
(pronounced: jē-ōd) before? (Kids respond.) On the outside, a geode looks like a plain old rock. If you 
saw it laying on the ground, you might just walk right over it because it doesn’t look like anything special. 
But the thing that makes a geode so valuable is not what it looks like on the outside, but rather what it 
looks like on the inside. Take a look at this. (Show the inside of the geode or if using a rock, show the 
following picture.)  
 
CG:  (Optional) Geode picture 
 
The geode has beautiful crystals on the inside! This is kind of like what God saw when He looked at 
David. It didn’t matter to God what David looked like on the outside. What mattered the most to God is 
that David had a beautiful heart. So what about you? Is a beautiful heart what matters the most to you?  
 
Sometimes we get so caught up by what we look like on the outside—how big or small we are, how short 
or tall we are, how we look, or how we dress. But that’s not what God sees when He looks at us—God 
sees our hearts. So what do you think it means for us to have a beautiful heart? (Call on kids for answers. 
Suggested answers might include: having love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, etc.) Great 
answers! Those are the things that matter most to God! 
 
So if you think you’re too heavy or too skinny, too short or too tall, too slow or if people just look at you a 
little bit weird, remember—that’s not what God sees when He looks at you. God sees what’s in your heart, 
so we should seek to be beautiful on the inside.  
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of worship through giving during the last worship 
song. After the last worship song, dismiss kids quietly to Small Groups.   
 

CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 
 

 


