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Hip Hip Charade 
David Sins 
 

 
 
 

 
Alexander the Great is regarded as one of the most powerful rulers in history. Legend holds that 

one of Alexander’s beloved generals had a daughter engaged to be married. Because Alexander so 
valued his general, he offered to pay for the entire wedding. 

When the general sent Alexander the total, it was astronomical. He had booked the most 
expensive venue available and withheld no expense. The messenger delivering the bill feared that 
Alexander would be so angry at the extravagance that he would take his life for even bringing him such 
news. When Alexander received the bill, however, he laughed and said, “Pay it!” Though surprised and 
greatly relieved, the messenger inquired as to the unexpected response. 

“Don’t you see,” said Alexander, “by asking me for such an enormous sum he does me great 
honor. He shows that he believes I am both rich and generous.” 

I think that’s how God feels when we come to Him for forgiveness, regardless of how big the “tab” 
is. We do Him great honor, for we show that we believe He is both rich in mercy and generous in 
lavishing it upon us. Far from being angry, He is delighted to demonstrate His extravagant love. 

Certainly, the appropriate response to God’s mercy is obedience. But no matter how often we fail, 
His mercy never runs dry. 
 
 
Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 
  

BIG IDEA: God is merciful, so we can go to Him for forgiveness. 

BIBLE BASIS: 2 Samuel 11 

KEY VERSE: “Even though your sins are bright red, they will be white as 
snow. Even though they are deep red, they will be white 
like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 
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Keeping Kids Engaged During Small Group 
 
Eyes can tell you a lot about the engagement level of a kid. Is the kid staring off into the distance? Is the 
kid looking at the ceiling? Are the kid’s eye’s closed? Is the kid snoring and does he have a bit of drool 
seeping from the corner of his mouth? If so, there’s a decent chance you may have lost his attention! No 
worries, though—this can be fixed! One of your goals as a small group leader is to capture (rather than 
demand) the attention of your group so that life-changing conversation can happen. Here are a few 
suggestions to help you make that happen: 
 
Be prepared: Your eyes are a tell-all. Are they buried in your small group lesson during group time? It 
probably means you didn’t read the lesson carefully enough ahead of time. Read the lesson and be 
familiar with its activities before arriving to church. It’s okay to reference the lesson during group time, but 
if you’re reading the lesson and trying to make sense of it for the first time, it’s easy to lose your group’s 
attention. 
 
Facilitate! Don’t dominate: Learn how to facilitate conversation as opposed to dominating it. When kids 
don’t feel like they get to talk or participate enough, they eventually begin to lose interest.  

 
Seat the kids in a circle: When kids are seated in a clump, the kids in the back often lose interest 
because they feel like they are on the outside of the group (which they are quite literally). However, when 
kids are seated in a circle, everyone has equal access to the conversation and activities. 
 
Keep it moving: As a wise man once said, “You’ve got to know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold 
‘em.” If it appears that your group is totally into the conversation or activity, keep it going. If, on the other 
hand, they’re becoming restless or bored, move on. Even the best small group lessons can be driven into 
the ground. 
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“HIP HIP CHARADE” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Today is our very last day of “Hip Hip Charade”! For the past 3 weeks, we’ve been learning all about 
the life of King David by playing a super fun version of charades. Let’s get ready for our last week by 
practicing one more time. 
 
Directions: Ask your group the question below, but tell them that instead of answering it with words, they 
have to act it out silently. Allow the other kids in the group to guess what’s being acted out. Continue 
playing until every kid has a turn. 
 
Question: Have you ever messed up BIG TIME? What did you do? 
 
 

  

FORGIVNESS IS “A-PEELING” (Application Activity) 
Set up: Provide one hard-boiled egg (or a piece of fruit like a cutie orange) and paper towels for each 
small group.  
 
Say: In our story for today, we learned how David sinned BIG TIME! But God’s forgiveness is greater 
than our sin. Because of Jesus, even the biggest sin “stains” can be removed. We’re going to do an 
activity that will help us remember that. 
 
Directions: Show the kids in your group the hard-boiled egg or fruit. Begin by sharing an age-appropriate 
sin that you’ve committed recently (ex. “I acted selfishly when…”). When finished, use a permanent 
marker to write a shorthand version of your sin on the egg (ex. “selfishness”). Ask kids to go around the 
circle and share. Ask each kid to share about a sin they’ve committed recently and write their sin on the 
egg. Repeat the above instructions until everyone has had a chance to share. By the end, the egg should 
be covered with sins. Pick up the egg and show it to the kids. 
 
Say: Imagine for a minute that this egg is you. This is kind of what you and I look like when we mess up 
and disobey God—we’re covered in the darkness of sin. Look what happens when we try to clean the 
sins off by ourselves. (Try to rub the marker off with your hand.) It doesn’t work.  
 
Ask: What did we learn was the only thing that can make our sins white as snow? (Answer: God’s 
forgiveness through Jesus.) 
 
Directions: Lead your kids in a prayer of confession and forgiveness. You can either pray on behalf of 
the whole group, or open the kids in prayer and then allow them to personally ask God to forgive them for 
their sins. 
 
Say: When we confess our sins to God, He removes our sins from us—no matter how big or messy our 
sin is. Kind of like this… (Peel the shell from the hard-boiled egg and place pieces on paper towel.) This is 
what our sins look like once God gets finished with them—wiped completely clean. 
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STACK EM HIGH (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: For each small group, use a marker to write a portion of the Bible verse on the side of a plastic or 
paper cup. Divide the Bible verse among 10 different cups.  
 

“Even though | your sins are | bright red, | they will be | white as snow. | Even though | 
they are deep red, | they will be | white like wool.” | Isaiah 1:18 (NIrV) 

 
Directions: Have the kids place the cups on the floor in order of the verse. For younger kids, you may 
need to assist. When the cups are in order, practice reading and reciting the verse as a group. When 
finished, mix the cups up. On “go,” have the kids race to stack the cups into a tower with one cup on top 
of the other in the order of the verse (beginning of the verse on bottom.) When stacking, alternate the 
cups upside down and right side up so that the like-sized ends are touching. If the tower falls, have the 
kids recite the entire verse from memory before beginning again. If the kids successfully build the whole 
tower, have them recite the verse, knock the tower over, then try again to see if they can build it even 
faster. 
 
Question: Is it hard for you to ask God for forgiveness? Why or why not? 
 
 
DISAPPEARING SINS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give everyone a coffee filter and a washable marker. Place a cup of water in the middle of 
the group. Tell the kids they’re going to write one of their sins on the filter. Today they are going to 
ask God to forgive them for something they have done or said. When finished, ask if any of the kids 
would like to confess their sin to the rest of the group. After everyone who wants to has shared, tell them 
to fold their filter in half and place it in the cup of water. Leave the paper in the water and open the group 
in prayer. Give anyone who wants to pray aloud a chance to ask Jesus for forgiveness. At the end, 
prompt anyone who didn’t pray aloud to silently ask Jesus for forgiveness. Give them a moment to do so 
and then say a closing prayer.  
  
Afterwards, have everyone pull out their coffee filter. Tell the kids that when they ask Jesus for 
forgiveness, their sins disappear.  
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This week we learned

What do you think it would look like to see God’s forgive-
ness washing your sin white as snow?  Draw a picture of it.

In Psalm 51, David cried out to God for forgiveness.  Write your own le�er to God telling Him how 
you’ve sinned and asking him for forgiveness.

David Sins

BIG IDEA:  God is merciful, so we can go to Him for forgiveness.
BIBLE BASIS:  2 Samuel 11
KEY VERSE:  “Even though your sins are bright red, they will be white as snow.  Even though they are deep red, they will be 
white like wool.”  Isaiah 1:18
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Next week’s lesson

Write a prayer to God thanking Him for His amazing mercy and forgiveness.

2 Samuel 11.  Write to God what your favorite part of that story was.  
Tell Him why you liked it.

Isaiah and the Burning Coal
BIG IDEA:  Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can remem-
ber and celebrate His birth during Christmas.
BIBLE BASIS:  Isaiah 6, 53
KEY VERSE:  “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 
[sin] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV)
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