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Hip Hip Charade 
David Spares Saul’s Life 
 

 

I recently read an NBC news story about a woman who fell victim to both a car full of unruly 
teenagers as well as her own desire for revenge. In 2012, a woman in Palo Alto, California, was crossing 
the street when a group of teenagers in a white Range Rover passed by and threw a milkshake in her 
face. As a lover of milkshakes, I would like to point out that the first crime was improper disposal of a 
milkshake (i.e. anywhere other than your mouth). I’m sure, though, that the woman involved was more 
outraged by the second crime: assault with a delicious milkshake. She was so outraged, in fact, that she 
tried to get revenge by throwing her alligator skinned purse at the passing car. Unfortunately, her 
remarkable aim proved to be her undoing. The projectile purse flew straight through an open window and 
landed in the vehicle as it sped away. Now, not only was the woman covered in milkshake, she was also 
without her designer purse along with the $2,000 cash that was contained inside. 
 The consequences of taking revenge aren’t always so immediate. In fact, revenge usually results 
in an initial exhilaration—a feeling that justice has been served, that our humiliation has been transformed 
into pride, and that social and emotional balance has been restored. But with time it becomes evident that 
not only have we failed to fix the first wrong, we’ve only piled another wrong on top of it. Revenge only 
restores balance in so much as it lowers us to the same level as the offending party. That’s why the 
apostle Paul implores the Thessalonians with this portion of scripture: 

“Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with another. Instead, always try 
to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:15 
When we pay back one wrong act with another, it’s as if we’re hurling a purse full of our own 

integrity at the person who offended us. It’s hard to consider that a victory. It’s even harder to get your 
integrity back. That doesn’t mean that we are without recourse, though. There is one kind of revenge that 
can bring healing and restoration. The 19th century American humorist, Josh Billings, probably said it best: 
“There is no revenge so complete as forgiveness.” The only true victory in the face of hurt and humiliation 
comes through mercy—the same kind of mercy that Christ showed us on the cross. 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 

BIG IDEA: God wants us to live in peace, so we should avoid taking 
revenge on others. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 23-24, 26, 31 

KEY VERSE: “Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with 
another. Instead, always try to do what is good for each 
other and for everyone else.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIrV) 
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Keeping Kids Engaged During Small Group 
 
Eyes can tell you a lot about the engagement level of a kid. Is the kid staring off into the distance? Is the 
kid looking at the ceiling? Are the kid’s eye’s closed? Is the kid snoring and does he have a bit of drool 
seeping from the corner of his mouth? If so, there’s a decent chance you may have lost his attention! No 
worries, though—this can be fixed! One of your goals as a small group leader is to capture (rather than 
demand) the attention of your group so that life-changing conversation can happen. Here are a few 
suggestions to help you make that happen: 
 
Be prepared: Your eyes are a tell-all. Are they buried in your small group lesson during group time? It 
probably means you didn’t read the lesson carefully enough ahead of time. Read the lesson and be 
familiar with its activities before arriving to church. It’s okay to reference the lesson during group time, but 
if you’re reading the lesson and trying to make sense of it for the first time, it’s easy to lose your group’s 
attention. 
 
Facilitate! Don’t dominate: Learn how to facilitate conversation as opposed to dominating it. When kids 
don’t feel like they get to talk or participate enough, they eventually begin to lose interest.  

 
Seat the kids in a circle: When kids are seated in a clump, the kids in the back often lose interest 
because they feel like they are on the outside of the group (which they are quite literally). However, when 
kids are seated in a circle, everyone has equal access to the conversation and activities. 
 
Keep it moving: As a wise man once said, “You’ve got to know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold 
‘em.” If it appears that your group is totally into the conversation or activity, keep it going. If, on the other 
hand, they’re becoming restless or bored, move on. Even the best small group lessons can be driven into 
the ground. 
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“HIP HIP CHARADE” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: What have you been learning so far from our current series “Hip Hip Charade”? Just like the last 2 
weeks, we heard all about the life of King David, and we’re doing it by playing a super fun version of 
charades. Let’s do another one together!  
 
Directions: Ask your group the question below, but tell them that instead of answering it with words, they 
have to act it out silently. Allow the other kids in the group to guess what’s being acted out. Continue 
playing until every kid has a turn. 
 
Question: Has anyone ever done something to you that made you so mad that you wanted to get 
revenge? What did they do? 
 

 

 
BLOWING REVENGE AWAY (Application Activity) 
Set up: Using tape, create a dividing line down the middle of your group. 
 
Say: Today we learned that David decided not to take revenge on King Saul even though King Saul was 
trying to kill him. Choosing not to take revenge on someone who is mean to us or hurts us can be really 
hard, but it’s what God calls us to do in the Bible. We’re going to play a game right now that will help us 
think about what we can do instead of getting revenge. 
 
Directions: Give each kid in your group a piece of paper and some markers. Tell the kids to write or (for 
younger kids) draw on the paper something mean that someone has done to them before. Examples 
might include a brother who hit them, a friend who said mean things, or a kid who stole something from 
them. When finished, tell the kids to crumple their paper into a ball.  
 
Next, divide your group into two equal teams and designate which side of the line each team will sit. Have 
each of the kids sit about 3 feet behind their side of the dividing line. Tell the kids to place their crumpled 
paper on the floor on their side of the line. Tell the kids that when you say “go,” they’ll have to try to blow 
the crumpled paper to the other side of the line. The crumpled paper can be blown back and forth as 
many times as possible, but when you say “stop,” all blowing must end. Let the paper blowing continue 
for about 45–60 seconds. When finished, have the kids count and announce how many pieces of 
crumpled paper are on their side of the line. Ask the kids which team they think won. Naturally, kids will 
think the team with the least amount of paper will be the winner, but tell the kids the winner was the team 
with the most pieces. 
 
Ask: Why do you think the winner was the team with the most pieces of crumpled paper? 
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Say: That game was kind of like getting revenge. When someone says or does something mean to us, 
we naturally want to send it right back to them. But the winner is the person who doesn’t return the hurt or 
get revenge. 
 
Directions: One at a time, open the pieces of crumpled paper and read (or show) what was written (or 
drawn) on them. For each piece of paper, ask the kids what they could do in that situation instead of 
getting revenge. 
 
 
 
STICKY NOTE RELAY RACE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: Print the Bible Verse sign on 8½ x 11 paper. (See Resource Folder.) Write each word from the 
verse below (including the reference) on a different Post-it® Note. 
 
Directions: Place the “Bible Verse” sign in the middle of your group. Read the verse several times with 
your group so that they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with another. Instead, always try 
to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15 
(NIrV) 

 
Next, remove the “Bible Verse” sign from the middle of the group and replace it with the Post-it® Notes. 
Each Post-it® Note will have one word from the verse. Be sure that the Post-it® Notes are mixed up and 
facing down. When you say “go,” have the kids take turns grabbing a note, racing to a nearby wall, and 
sticking the note to the wall. As the words are stuck to the wall, they must be added in the right order. 
Time the kids to see how long it takes them to put the verse in the right order. When finished, have the 
group recite the verse from memory. Play several rounds to see if they can beat their previous time.  
 
Option for younger kids, write sequential numbers on the Post-it® Notes if they have trouble reading.  
 
Question: Give me an example of what it means to do what is good for each other. 
 
Question: How do you think people would react if instead of taking revenge, we did something good for 
someone who hurt us?  
 
 
PRAYER BAG (Group Prayer Activity) 
Set up: For each small group, place a handful of band-aids in a paper lunch bag and fold it closed. 
 
Directions: Pass the “Prayer Bag” around the circle. The bag will contain a handful of Band-Aids. Tell the 
kids to feel how heavy the bag is without shaking it or looking inside. After the bag makes one round, tell 
the kids to guess what’s inside. Next, pass the “Prayer Bag” around the circle again, but this time allow 
the kids to shake the bag. After the bag makes it around the circle, tell the kids to take another guess. 
Finally, pass the bag around the circle one last time, but this time, without looking at it, allow the kids to 
reach inside and feel the object. When finished, ask the kids what they think the object is. After the kids 
have guessed, reveal the object to the group. 
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Read: Open your Bible and read Psalm 103:3. 
 
Question: The Bible says that God can heal our bodies from sickness. He can also heal our broken 
hearts from sadness. 
 
Directions: Tell the kids to think about someone who is sick or sad and ask them to share it with the 
group. When finished, open the kids in prayer. Encourage the kids to take turns praying that God would 
heal them or the person they’re thinking of. 
 





journal it!

draw it!

LESSON 4.3

Name

Date

HomeGuide

draw it!

journal it!

This week we learned

Draw the word “Revenge” in the most creative way you 
can think of.  Revenge is ugly and messy, so make your 
drawing ugly and messy.  When �nished, draw a big “X” 
through “Revenge.”

Tell God about all the things you can do to live in peace with someone who hurts you.

David Spares Saul’s Life
BIG IDEA:  God wants us to live in peace, so we should avoid taking revenge on others.
BIBLE BASIS:  1 Samuel 23-24, 26, 31
KEY VERSE:  “Make sure that no one pays back one wrong act with another. Instead, always try to do what is good for each 
other and for everyone else.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIrV)
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Next week’s lesson

Write a prayer to God.  Tell him you’ll do your best not to take revenge when 
someone hurts you.

1 Samuel 24.  Write to God your favorite part of the story.  Tell Him why 
you liked it.

David Sins

BIG IDEA:  God is merciful, so we can go to Him for forgive-
ness.
BIBLE BASIS:  2 Samuel 11
KEY VERSE:  “Even though your sins are bright red, they will 
be white as snow.  Even though they are deep red, they will be 
white like wool.”  Isaiah 1:18

read it!
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