
Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
Be Like Jesus – Part 2 
LEADER GUIDE 
 

Leaders:  Thank you for leading a group in our Be Like Jesus Campaign.  Our new discussion guides are 
here to serve you and help you facilitate life-changing discussions around the word of God.  Our hope is 
to see discipleship happen in your group, and people leave your group more like Jesus each week! 

A few things to remember: 

• Pray more than you prepare!  Trust the Holy Spirit to move in hearts and lives.  Depend on God 
through prayer. 

• Facilitate Conversations.  Don’t lecture or over talk.  Make it your goal to get others talking, and for 
you to talk no more than 25% of the time. 

• Let us know how we can help you!  Contact your campus groups representative or email 
discipleship@rockbridge.cc if you have any questions. 

 
 
ICE BREAKER (Optional):  
• When is a time when you have witnessed an inspirational act of grace? 

Leader: Ice breakers are optional and can help your group if they are struggling to get conversation 
going.  Feel free to come up with your own if needed. 

   
MAIN POINT: 
• What we believe about God shows up in how “close” we are willing to get to Him. 

Leader Help: Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
INTO THE WORD: 
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud 
to frame up your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what Jesus is like? Ie. Obvious statements, attributes of His 

character, ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  

Someone I need to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
Leader Help: These are questions that can/should be used help teach basic Bible observation.  Use the same 
questions each week.  It is good to have them read the questions prior to reading the passage so that they 
read with the questions in mind. 
 
Passage to Read: Luke 5:12-14 and Luke 5:27-32 
 
Passage Summary: In a series of multiple encounters with sinners, we see Jesus’ inviting presence, His 
compassion & mercy, and yet also His holiness. These characteristics answer one of our biggest questions: Is 
God willing to accept me, include me, and involve me? These stories illustrate the great willingness of God 
to befriend sinners, love them, transform them and involve them in His Kingdom. The question that remains 
is “Will we follow Him?” 
Leader Help:  Read the Summary out before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 



 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss your thoughts from the core questions listed above. 
2. Describe the attitude of the leper as he approaches Jesus.  What about that attitude was critical? 

Leader: The leper had an attitude of both desperation (helpless condition) as well as one of daring faith.  
He could have faced rejection or anger from the crowd and Jesus, but he anticipated love and grace. 

3. How would you describe the attitude of Matthew in his encounter with Jesus? 
4. What did Matthew and the leper possibly know about Jesus that encouraged them to respond to Him? 

Leader:  In both stories, the men had a clear awareness of their own need.  The leper’s condition was 
obvious.  But for Matthew, the fact he would leave all he knew was evidence that he felt he was missing 
the best for his life.   

 
APPLICATION: 
1. Based on what we have read today how do you want to be more like Jesus? 
2. What areas of your life do you sometimes feel disqualify you from God’s love? 
3. How could your current life, habits or routine (like Matthew) be keeping you from taking steps of 

obedience and faith toward God? 
Leader:  Matthew had a stable and lucrative career, likely with financial obligations as well as income.  
Often, we have built our own lives around the temporary, and don’t realize these have trapped us from 
following God to the best life He has for us.   

4. What do you think it looks like for you to put everything on the table and truly trust Jesus with your life? 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
• Make a commitment to discuss question #4 this week outside the group.  If married, discuss it as a family.  

If single, discuss with a friend. 
• Read aloud 1 John 2:6 (we will memorize this as a church) that we are memorizing as a church. 

Anyone who says he is a Christian should live as Christ did. - 1 John 2:6 (Living Bible) 
 
PRAYER TIME 
• Break up into groups of 2-3.  Have each person give one area where they need to trust God more, and 

pray for one another. 
• If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


