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It’s a Whatsit 
God’s Covenant with Abraham 
 

 

 
 

 
 In college, I spent two months living in China for an internship program. By the end of the 
internship, I could navigate Beijing’s public transportation, communicate well enough to order the food I 
wanted, haggle with merchants in the market, and give correct change with ease. I could function within 
the community, but I wasn’t a part of the community. Not really, anyway. I wasn’t a citizen of China and 
Beijing wasn’t my home. I dressed differently, spoke differently, acted differently. My time there was 
temporary—that was the plan from the very beginning. 

As Christians, we feel that way too, sometimes! We are not citizens of this world. Hebrews 11 
says that heroes of the faith such as Abraham spoke openly about being outsiders and strangers on the 
earth. Abraham longed for a better country—a heavenly one. It shouldn’t be a surprise if we sometimes 
feel like Abraham did. If we belong in God’s kingdom, then we will stand out. We will dress differently, 
speak differently, and act differently. We’ll sometimes long for a better country—a heavenly country. 

There were times in China when I missed home terribly. I wanted to be with my family and in the 
environment I belonged. In those times, I would remember that my time in Beijing was limited. Eventually, 
I would go home. In the meantime, I would make the most of every moment I had there and do what I was 
there to do. 

Friends, our time is also limited in this world. One day, we will be where we belong with our 
Heavenly Father and our brothers and sisters in Christ. Until that day, let’s make the most of every 
moment we have in this world by doing what we are here to do—spreading the Gospel of Christ.  
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 

BIG IDEA: God is real and His promises are true, so we can have faith 
in Him even though we can’t see Him. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 12:1-9; 15; Hebrews 11:8-16 

KEY VERSE: “Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of 
what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1 (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Feel Welcome 
 
Hands down, one of the greatest desires of any kid is to feel they belong—like they’re a welcomed and 
important part of the group. If you can help kids feel welcome at church, they’ll want to come back over 
and over. Additionally, it helps with behavior and participation. Feeling welcome at a young age can even 
help kids develop life-long positive views of the church and of God. There’s a lot at stake! Fortunately, 
helping kids to feel welcome isn’t rocket science! Here’s a few simple tips to help: 
 
Greet them warmly. One of the easiest and most important ways of helping a kid feel like they belong is 
to look them in the eyes, smile, and greet them by name. With just this small gesture, you’ll say to a kid 
that you know them and you’re glad they came. 
 
Ask and listen. Knowing a kid’s name is just the beginning. Ask kids questions about their life and take 
time to listen carefully. Remember what they say and ask them about it again at a later time. This shows 
that you genuinely care about their life. 
 
Connect kids to each other. Being known and loved by their leader is important to a kid, but it’s just as 
important that they feel that from other kids as well. Take time to connect kids with each other. This is 
especially important for new kids. 
 
Let them know they were missed. If a kid has been absent for a week or more, let them know you 
noticed and that you missed them. 
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AIR HOCKEY (Application Activity) 
Set up: In the small group area, lay down 2 strips of tape on the floor. The strips should be parallel to one 
another with about 4 feet between them. Each strip should be long enough to fit half of the small group 
behind it. (Optional: if you want to save time during the small group, create enough paper fans for each 
kid in the group ahead of time. See “Directions” below for instructions.) 
 
Say: In today’s story, Abraham had faith in God and trusted His promises even though He couldn’t see 
God with his own eyes. We’re going to play a game right now that will help us think through some 
reasons that we too can have faith in God. 
 
Directions: Give each kid a piece of paper. Demonstrate for them how to make a paper fan by folding 
their paper long-ways like an accordion and then pinching one end of the accordion closed while the other 
end remains spread open. Give the kids a minute to create their fans. When finished, divide the group 
into two teams. Have each team sit behind one of the tape lines so that they’re facing each other. Place a 
cotton ball in the middle of the two teams. Tell the kids that when you say “go,” they’ll have to use their 
fans to blow the cotton ball past the opposing team’s line. Teams will score one point for each time they 
do so. If anyone touches the cotton ball with their fan, the opposing team gets a point. Continue playing 
until one team reaches 5 points. Feel free to play multiple rounds, but leave enough time for the 
discussion below. When finished, collect the fans from the kids. 
 
Question: What made the cotton ball move around the playing field? (Answer: wind or air)  
 
Question: How do you know the wind (or air) is real if you can’t see it? (Answer: you could see the effect 
of the wind on the cotton ball. It pushed the cotton ball around.) 
 
Say: God is a lot like the wind in that game. Even though you can’t see the wind, you can see the things 
that the wind does all around you, like rustling the leaves or moving a cotton ball. In the same way, even 
though you can’t see God, you can see the things He does around you, like answering prayers or helping 
you out in tough situations. Sometimes it helps our faith in God when we talk about the things we’ve seen 
God doing in our lives.  
 
Question: What are some cool things you’ve seen God do in your life?  
 
 
 
 
KISS-A-VERSE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: Using a Sharpie marker, write a number 1–12 on the bottom of 12 different Hershey’s Kisses®. 
Print the 12 “Bible Verse Cards” on 8½ x 11 cardstock and cut apart. 
 
Directions: Place the 12 “Bible Verse Cards” on the floor in the order of the verse. Each card will be 
numbered in order. Read the verse several times with your group so that they can begin to memorize it. 
Today’s Bible verse says: 
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“Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see.” 
Hebrews 11:1 (NIrV) 

  
Next, randomly place the Hershey’s Kisses® in the middle of the group with the numbers facing down. 
Select a kid to pick up any one of the Kisses®, show the number, unwrap it and eat it. Remove that 
numbered card from the verse and have the group recite the verse again with the missing words. 
Continue having kids take turns eating the Kisses®, removing words and reciting the verse. As more of 
the Kisses® (and words) disappear, the kids will have to recite the verse from memory. Keep playing until 
all of the Kisses® are gone and the kids have completely memorized the verse. 
 
Question: The Bible calls us to have faith in God even though we can’t see Him. Is having faith in God 
hard or easy for you? Why? 
 
 
 
 
ACROSTIC PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Place a piece of butcher block paper or a poster board in the middle of the circle. In big 
letters, use a marker to write the words “Having Faith” in the middle of the paper. Tell the kids to write 
down areas of their life where they could use more faith or be reminded to have faith. The only catch is 
that these things need to begin with one of the letters in the words “Having Faith.” (Ideas: Grades, 
Friends, Heaven) When finished, open the group in prayer. Encourage the kids to pray aloud and thank 
God that they can have faith in Him and are thankful that He is real and His promises are true. 
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Lesson 1.4

Name

Date

HomeGuide

draw it!

journal it!

This week we learned

Draw a picture of Abram and his family traveling to the new land. Write the 
words, “I can have faith in God and His promises!”

Even though we can’t see God, we can see the awesome things He does in our life. Write 
about something cool that God has given you or done for you. 

God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIG IDEA:  God is real and His promises are true, so we can have faith in Him even though 
we can’t see Him.
BIBLE BASIS:  Genesis 12:1-9; 15; Hebrews 11:8-16
KEY VERSE:  “Faith is being sure of what we hope for.  It is being sure of what we do not 
see.”  Hebrews 11:1 (NIrV)



read it!

pray it!

Abram and Lot
BIG IDEA:  God desires that we humbly put others before ourselves.
BIBLE BASIS:  Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18
KEY VERSE:  “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (NLT)

Next week’s lesson

Write a prayer to God asking Him to give you faith, even though 
you can’t see Him.

Genesis 12:1-9. Write to God what your favorite part of that story 
was. Tell Him why you liked it.
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