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It’s a Whatsit 
God’s Covenant with Noah 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
On the heels of one of the most magnificent stories in all of Scripture—the creation—comes one 

of the most devastating—the flood. The world that God had made good has been permeated by sin. The 
people that God had made to represent His love and grace have become agents of corruption and 
violence. 

The story could have ended with God’s destruction of His rebellious creation. He would have 
been justified in doing so. However, in His goodness and grace, He opted for redemption, for a re-
creation. However, God had to deal with sin. Judgment had to precede redemption. 

That judgment would come in the form of a great flood and redemption in the form of a great ark. 
God gave His lost world 120 years of chances to return to Him. All were invited to participate in the re-
creation story, but the ark was the only way. There were no other options. Just one man—Noah—and his 
family took Him up on it. Neither Noah’s preaching nor his godly example were enough to entice the world 
from its own broken path. 

But when Noah entered the ark, he took his sin with him. There would come a day when God 
would again judge the sins of the world. This time, though, it would not come by water, but by blood. 
When Jesus died on the cross, He took upon Himself the judgment we deserved and, in so doing, 
provided the redemption we do not. Once again, all are invited to participate in this re-creation story. But 
Jesus is the only way. There are no other options. Have you taken Him up on it? 
  
 
Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: God is a promise keeper, so we can trust that His promises 
will last forever. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 7:1-9:17 

KEY VERSE: “The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But 
what our God says will stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8 (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Feel Welcome 
 
Hands down, one of the greatest desires of any kid is to feel they belong—like they’re a welcomed and 
important part of the group. If you can help kids feel welcome at church, they’ll want to come back over 
and over. Additionally, it helps with behavior and participation. Feeling welcome at a young age can even 
help kids develop life-long positive views of the church and of God. There’s a lot at stake! Fortunately, 
helping kids to feel welcome isn’t rocket science! Here’s a few simple tips to help: 
 
Greet them warmly. One of the easiest and most important ways of helping a kid feel like they belong is 
to look them in the eyes, smile, and greet them by name. With just this small gesture, you’ll say to a kid 
that you know them and you’re glad they came. 
 
Ask and listen. Knowing a kid’s name is just the beginning. Ask kids questions about their life and take 
time to listen carefully. Remember what they say and ask them about it again at a later time. This shows 
that you genuinely care about their life. 
 
Connect kids to each other. Being known and loved by their leader is important to a kid, but it’s just as 
important that they feel that from other kids as well. Take time to connect kids with each other. This is 
especially important for new kids. 
 
Let them know they were missed. If a kid has been absent for a week or more, let them know you 
noticed and that you missed them. 
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PLAY DOUGH PROMISES (Application Activity) 
Say: Today we heard the story of Noah and the covenant that God made with Noah. Do you remember 
what a covenant is? (Answer: an agreement or promise between two people.) Do you remember what 
covenant God made with Noah? (Answer: God promised to never flood the earth again.)  
 
God gave us a rainbow as a symbol to help us remember His promise. It’s really important that we 
remember God’s promises. When life is hard or we have a problem, we can find peace through God’s 
promise, just like Noah must have felt peace every time he saw a rainbow. Let’s come up with some 
different symbols to help us remember God’s other promises. 
 
Directions: Give each kid a piece of play dough. (In addition, you can distribute a small piece of 
parchment or wax paper to create a work space for the kids.) Look up and read aloud each of the verses 
below. After each verse, ask kids what God promises them through that verse. Next, ask the kids to mold 
something with their play dough that could help them remember that promise. Let kids share with the 
group what they molded for each one. 
 
God’s Promises: 

• Ps. 136:1 (God promises to always love you.) 
• 1 John 1:9  (God promises to always forgive you.) 
• Phil. 4:13  (God promises to give you strength.) 
• John 3:16  (God promises to give you eternal life if you follow Him.)  
• 1 John 5:14  (God promises to listen to you.) 
• Joshua 1:9  (God promises to always be with you.) 

 
Question for Younger Kids: Which of those promises was your favorite? Why? 
 
Question for Older Kids: Which of those promises do you need to remember most right now? Why? 
 
 
 
 
OVER UNDER (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But what our God says will 
stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8 

 
Next, split your group into 2 equal sized teams. (If the teams are uneven, consider having the first kid 
from the smaller team go twice.) Have the kids line up front to back with their team. Give the first kid in 
each line a beach ball. When you say, “ready, set, go,” prompt the first kid in each line to quickly recite 
the verse. Upon completion, they’ll pass the beach ball over their head to the kid behind them. That kid 
will then pass the beach ball through their legs to the kid behind them. Alternate this “over-under” method 
until the last kid in line has the beach ball. That kid will then race to the front of the line, recite the verse, 
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and begin passing the ball all over again. The first team to have every kid recite the verse and pass the 
ball through the line is the winner. If time permits, play multiple rounds. 
 
Question: Is it easy or hard for you to have faith that God’s promises last forever? Why? 
 
 
 
PRAYER DOODLES (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Place a poster board or piece of butcher block paper in the middle of the group along with a 
box of markers. Tell the kids to think about a prayer request they have. When ready, have them begin 
drawing a picture of their request on the poster board or paper. When the kids are finished, allow them to 
talk about their drawing and share their request with the group. When everyone has finished sharing, lead 
the kids in a closing prayer. Allow them to pray for the things that were just shared. 
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“The grass dries up.  
The flowers fall to the 
ground.  But what our God 
says will stand forever.”   

Isaiah 40:8 



Lesson 1.2

Name

Date

HomeGuide

draw it!

journal it!

This week we learned

Draw a picture of God giving Noah the covenant to never flood the earth 
again.  Don’t forget the rainbow!    

Write a list of all of God’s promises that you can think of.  You may want to show your list to 
your parents or your small group leader to make sure that God really promises all of those 
things!

God’s Covenant with Noah
BIG IDEA:  God is a promise keeper, so we can trust that His promises will last forever.
BIBLE BASIS:  Genesis 7:1-9:17
KEY VERSE:  “The grass dries up.  The flowers fall to the ground.  But what our God says will 
stand forever.”  Isaiah 40:8 (NIrV)



read it!

pray it!

Tower of Babel
BIG IDEA:  God’s plans are unstoppable and I can trust that they are 
good for my life.
BIBLE BASIS:  Genesis 11:1-9
KEY VERSE:  “A person may have many plans in their heart.  But the 
Lord’s purpose wins out in the end.”  Proverbs 19:21 (NIrV)

Next week’s lesson

Say a prayer to God thanking Him for being a promise keeper.

Genesis 8.  Write to God what your favorite part of that story was.  
Tell Him why you liked it.
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