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It’s a Whatsit 
Abram and Lot 
 

 

  
If you have any doubt that greed and selfishness are inherent in people from the very beginning, 

just spend a little bit of time with a toddler. I’m proud to say that my oldest daughter’s first word was 
“dadda” (although “mamma” may dispute that). But very shortly afterwards, she developed a new favorite 
word—“mine.” According to her, just about everything she could point to was “mine.” Blankie—“mine.” 
Pacifier—“mine.” TV remote—“mine.” Cordless power drill—“mine.” And I have no doubt that she 
understood what “mine” meant, because whenever she was denied access to what was “mine,” she 
would erupt in tears. 
 I’ve always believed that my daughter was way more advanced than any other human child (what 
father doesn’t), so I could have easily thought she was ahead of the curve on developing her selfish 
streak. But two kids later and it’s become apparent that she was no more or less selfish than any other 
kid that age. It’s engrained in our sinful selves from the very beginning that we should get what’s “mine” 
and we should get it first! That’s why it’s so counter-intuitive to heed the Apostle Paul’s command: 
 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” 

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV) 
  

I have to continually remind myself that my “autopilot” is set to selfish. As much as I love serving 
others, it’s still a daily battle for me to value others above myself, but it’s a battle worth fighting. Although 
it seems slightly counter-intuitive, I find that the putting others before myself is far more rewarding than 
the alternative. I find that God has a way of blessing me in my most selfless moments. I find a deep and 
enriching peace in abstaining from the race to grab what’s “mine.” I find an immense pleasure in saying 
the words, “you first.”  

If you haven’t already, try to step outside of your “autopilot.” Be willing to open your hands and let 
go of what you believe to be “mine.” For when you empty your hands of what you believe is rightfully 
yours, you give God a chance to fill them with things far greater. 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 

BIG IDEA: God desires that we humbly put others before ourselves. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18 

KEY VERSE: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves.”  

  Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 
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Helping Kids Feel Welcome 
 
Hands down, one of the greatest desires of any kid is to feel they belong—like they’re a welcomed and 
important part of the group. If you can help kids feel welcome at church, they’ll want to come back over 
and over. Additionally, it helps with behavior and participation. Feeling welcome at a young age can even 
help kids develop life-long positive views of the church and of God. There’s a lot at stake! Fortunately, 
helping kids to feel welcome isn’t rocket science! Here’s a few simple tips to help: 
 
Greet them warmly. One of the easiest and most important ways of helping a kid feel like they belong is 
to look them in the eyes, smile, and greet them by name. With just this small gesture, you’ll say to a kid 
that you know them and you’re glad they came. 
 
Ask and listen. Knowing a kid’s name is just the beginning. Ask kids questions about their life and take 
time to listen carefully. Remember what they say and ask them about it again at a later time. This shows 
that you genuinely care about their life. 
 
Connect kids to each other. Being known and loved by their leader is important to a kid, but it’s just as 
important that they feel that from other kids as well. Take time to connect kids with each other. This is 
especially important for new kids. 
 
Let them know they were missed. If a kid has been absent for a week or more, let them know you 
noticed and that you missed them. 
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YOU FIRST (Application Activity) 
Say: Today we heard the story of how Abram put Lot first by letting him choose the land he wanted first. 
Most of the time, we want to go first! It is really hard to put someone else’s needs before ours. We’re 
going to play a game that will help us think of ways we can put others first.  
 
Directions: Place a poster board or a strip of butcher block paper in the middle of the group along with a 
box of markers. Draw a large “U1” in block letters in the middle of the poster board. Tell the kids that the 
“U” stands for “You” and the “1” stands for “First.” It’s a reminder to say “you first” to others.  
 
Next, ask the kids, “What are some locations or places that you can put others first?” (Examples might 
include school, home, neighborhood, sports team, church, etc.) When a kid shares an answer, give her a 
marker and tell her to draw a small picture of that place somewhere on the outside of the “U1.” As kids 
continue to share, the pictures should begin forming a circle around the “U1.”  
 
Finally, when the drawings are finished, choose a kid to spin a marker on the “U1.” When it stops 
spinning, determine which picture it’s pointing at. Allow the kids to share ways they can put others first in 
that place. When finished, let the kid who spun choose a different kid to spin next. If the marker lands on 
a picture that’s already been discussed, allow the kid to spin again. Continue until all of the places have 
been discussed. If time remains at the end, have the kids color in the “U1.”  
 
 
 
 
FIND-A-MATCH (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the 24 “Find-a-Match” Bible verse cards face down in the middle of your group. 
(Remove the extra verse cards for younger kids.) Each card contains a portion of the Bible verse. Allow 
the kids in your group to take turns flipping over 2 cards at a time in search of a match. If the cards they 
flip over are a match, they get to keep the cards. If the cards are not a match, they must turn them back 
over in the middle. Continue playing until all the cards have been matched. 
 
Next, tell your group to arrange the cards in the right order. Once they’re in order, carefully read the verse 
aloud with your group several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 

  
 Older Kids:  “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others 

as better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 
 
 Younger Kids: "Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.”  

Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 

Finally, return the cards face-down in the middle of the circle and have the kids recite the verse from 
memory. Continue playing rounds until kids can confidently recite the verse. 
 
Question: When is it the hardest for you to put others first? Why is it so hard?  
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LENDING A HAND (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Ask the kids in your group to think of someone in their family they can pray for. Give each kid 
a washable marker and tell them to write the name of the person on the top of their hand. When finished, 
allow each kid to show what name they wrote down and share how they’re going to pray for that person. 
When everyone has had a chance to share, have the kids place their “name” hand on top of one another 
in the middle of the circle. Open the kids in prayer and then allow them to pray aloud for the person on 
their hand. When finished, close the group in one final prayer. Have wipes available for those that want to 
remove the marker at the end.  
 
 

 


