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It’s a Whatsit 
Tower of Babel 
 

 

 

 
 In preparation for this lesson, read the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. Among 
other things, it’s a short but powerful story about the supremacy of God’s plan over the foolishness of 
human designs. In His covenant with Noah, God revealed His plan for man to multiply and spread 
throughout the world, but Noah’s descendants had a different plan. Be slow, though, to judge the people 
in this story who, in their arrogance, attempted to defy God’s will for their life and for humanity. Instead, 
consider how often you’ve charged forward toward your own ambitions without seeking God. Consider 
how often you’ve knowingly or unknowingly stepped outside of God’s design for your life. Spend some 
time praying something like the following: 
 
Lord,  
 
I need your forgiveness and grace. I am stubborn, hardheaded. Over and over again, I do things on my 
own and don’t bring You into my decisions. I regret it every time.  
 
I know there is an area of my life where I am building a Tower of Babel. I’m living the way I want to live 
and making my own plans that contradict your will. Forgive me, Father. 
 
Thank you for your unending patience and grace. Thank you for your good plans for humanity and for me. 
Help me live in accordance with your will, not at odds with it.  
 
Amen. 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 

BIG IDEA: God’s plans are unstoppable and I can trust that they are 
good for my life. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 11:1-9 

KEY VERSE: “A person may have many plans in their heart. But the 
Lord’s purpose wins out in the end.” Proverbs 19:21 (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Feel Welcome 
 
Hands down, one of the greatest desires of any kid is to feel they belong—like they’re a welcomed and 
important part of the group. If you can help kids feel welcome at church, they’ll want to come back over 
and over. Additionally, it helps with behavior and participation. Feeling welcome at a young age can even 
help kids develop life-long positive views of the church and of God. There’s a lot at stake! Fortunately, 
helping kids to feel welcome isn’t rocket science! Here’s a few simple tips to help: 
 
Greet them warmly. One of the easiest and most important ways of helping a kid feel like they belong is 
to look them in the eyes, smile, and greet them by name. With just this small gesture, you’ll say to a kid 
that you know them and you’re glad they came. 
 
Ask and listen. Knowing a kid’s name is just the beginning. Ask kids questions about their life and take 
time to listen carefully. Remember what they say and ask them about it again at a later time. This shows 
that you genuinely care about their life. 
 
Connect kids to each other. Being known and loved by their leader is important to a kid, but it’s just as 
important that they feel that from other kids as well. Take time to connect kids with each other. This is 
especially important for new kids. 
 
Let them know they were missed. If a kid has been absent for a week or more, let them know you 
noticed and that you missed them. 
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STACK ‘EM HIGH (Application Activity) 
Set up: Write the numbers 1–3 on the bottom of 9 different cups. (In the end, there should be three cups 
with the number 1, three cups with the number 2, and three cups with the number 3.) 
 
Say: In today’s story, the people didn’t trust that God’s plan to spread out over the earth was the best 
plan, so they came up with their own.  
 
Question: What did the people do instead? (Answer: They built a huge city with a giant tower so that 
everyone could stay together.)  
 
Say: God might not be asking us to spread out over the earth anymore, but He has other plans for our 
life. In fact, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 tells us about part of that plan. It says, “Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” We’re going to 
do an activity right now that will help us think of some ways to follow this part of God’s plan for our life. 
 
Directions: Place the 9 cups on the floor so the numbers are hidden. Tell the kids they’re going to try to 
build the tallest tower they can using the cups. Unlike the Tower of Babel, the bricks in this tower will all 
be a part of God’s plan! The goal is to balance all 9 cups without the tower falling over. Choose a kid to 
go first. Have her turn a cup over and look at the number on the bottom. Based on the number, have her 
share one of the following: 
 

1. Something you want to rejoice or celebrate about. 
2. Something you have been praying about or need prayer for. 
3. Something that you are thankful to God for.  

 
When she’s finished sharing, have her place the cup in the middle of the group. As each additional cup is 
added to the tower, have the kids alternate its direction (right side up, upside down, right side up, upside 
down, etc.) Continue having kids choose a cup, share, and stack. If the tower falls down, start over. 
Continue until the tower reaches 9 cups high or until interest wanes. 
 
Question: What do you think are some other plans that God might have for your life? 
 
 
 
THE GREAT BIBLE SKATE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set Up: Print the “Bible Verse” cards on 8½ x 11 cardstock paper and cut apart. (See Resource Folder.) 
Each card contains a portion of the Bible verse. Use tape to create a starting line on the floor. Place the 
“Bible Verse” cards on the floor about 15 feet (4.5 meters) from the starting line.  
 
Directions: Have the kids in each group line up behind the starting line. Tell the first kid in line to place 
one piece of wax paper beneath each of their feet. When you say “go,” instruct that kid to “skate” to the 
Bible Verse cards, pick one up and “skate” back. When they return, they can set their card on the floor 
and pass their “skates” (the wax paper) to the next kid in line. Have the kids continue taking turns 
“skating” until each card has been retrieved. When all of the cards have been retrieved, the kids must 
race to assemble the cards in the order of today’s verse: 
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“A person may have many plans in their heart. But the Lord’s purpose wins out in 
the end.” Proverbs 19:21 (NIrV) 

 
Use a stopwatch or smartphone to time them. Stop the timer as soon as they have assembled the verse 
in the right order. For younger kids, assist them as needed in assembling the cards in the right order. 
Once the verse is in the right order, read it together several times until the kids have it memorized. Then, 
flip the cards over and have your group recite it from memory. Repeat the activity several times to see if 
the group can beat their previous time. 
 
Question: Can you think of some times when you might want to do something that God doesn’t want you 
to do? 
 
 
 
WIKKI® PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give each kid in your group 2–3 Wikki Stix®. Tell them to form their sticks into the shape of 
their prayer request. Their request can be something they’re thankful for, something they need help with, 
or something they’re sorry for. After a few minutes, choose a kid to show their creation. Let the other kids 
guess what it is. After the rest of the group is finished guessing, allow the artist to reveal the answer and 
tell a little bit more about their request. When everyone has had a chance to share, open the kids in 
prayer by sharing your own request. Following your prayer, allow the kids in your group to pray aloud as 
well. 

 


