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It’s a Whatsit 
Abram and Lot 
 

 
 

 
 If you have any doubt that greed and selfishness are inherent in people from the very beginning, 
just spend a little bit of time with a toddler. I’m proud to say that my oldest daughter’s first word was 
“dadda” (although “mamma” may dispute that). But very shortly afterwards, she developed a new favorite 
word—“mine.” According to her, just about everything she could point to was “mine.” Blankie—“mine.” 
Pacifier—“mine.” TV remote—“mine.” Cordless power drill—“mine.” And I have no doubt that she 
understood what “mine” meant, because whenever she was denied access to what was “mine,” she 
would erupt in tears. 
 I’ve always believed that my daughter was way more advanced than any other human child (what 
father doesn’t), so I could have easily thought she was ahead of the curve on developing her selfish 
streak. But two kids later and it’s become apparent that she was no more or less selfish than any other 
kid that age. It’s engrained in our sinful selves from the very beginning that we should get what’s “mine” 
and we should get it first! That’s why it’s so counter-intuitive to heed the Apostle Paul’s command: 
 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” 

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV) 
  

I have to continually remind myself that my “autopilot” is set to selfish. As much as I love serving 
others, it’s still a daily battle for me to value others above myself, but it’s a battle worth fighting. Although 
it seems slightly counter-intuitive, I find that putting others before myself is far more rewarding than the 
alternative. I find that God has a way of blessing me in my most selfless moments. I find a deep and 
enriching peace in abstaining from the race to grab what’s “mine.” I find an immense pleasure in saying 
the words, “you first.”  

If you haven’t already, try to step outside of your “autopilot.” Be willing to open your hands and let 
go of what you believe to be “mine.” For when you empty your hands of what you believe is rightfully 
yours, you give God a chance to fill them with things far greater. 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 

BIG IDEA: God desires that we humbly put others before ourselves. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18 

KEY VERSE: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves.”  

  Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 
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How to Create a “Moment” that Draws Your Audience In 
 
Wouldn’t it be great if you could keep kids laser-focused on every word you said during a lesson? 
(Answer: Yes! That would be a super power greater than both invisibility and flight!) Unfortunately, that’s 
often not the case. No matter how dynamic a lesson is, most kids can only stay laser-focused for so long. 
Part of being an effective communicator is choosing the most important “moment(s)” within a lesson and 
using your voice and body to package it in a way that draws in your audience. Here are a few tips on 
creating a “moment” so you can be certain your audience hears what matters most: 
 
Choose your “moment” wisely: Any given lesson probably has one or two moments where you really 
want to draw their attention. Often, the best place to look for that moment is at or near the end of the 
lesson when the “Big Idea” is being hammered home. The “Big Idea” is usually the moment the whole 
lesson has been leading up to. 
 
Don’t make the “moment” too long. For a kid, you might want to keep your moment to 2 or 3 high- 
impact sentences. 

 
Pause before the “moment.” A well-placed pause can be very powerful. That short moment of silence 
can communicate to a kid that something different and interesting is about to be said or done. 
 
Use your voice. One way to create a moment with your voice is to slow your pace down—give each 
word just a little extra emphasis. In addition, lower the volume of your voice to just above a whisper. A 
whisper can grab attention even more than shouting. 
 
Use your body. Using movement and levels can also help to create a powerful moment. As your voice 
begins to slow down and become quiet, move close to the kids. You may even choose to place yourself in 
the middle of your audience. Sit down or kneel so that you put yourself almost eye to eye with the kids. 
Slow down your body movement and hand gestures to match the pace and volume of your voice.  
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It’s a Whatsit! What’s a Whatsit? Whatever you want it to be! During the “It’s a Whatsit” series, a new 
“Whatsit” will be revealed each week. To the average person, the Whatsit might look like an everyday 
household item, but toss in a little bit of imagination and the Whatsit can become a sword, an apple, a 
giant man-eating sloth, or just about anything we want it to be. Kids will be challenged to use the Whatsit 
in a dozen different and creative ways to make the earliest stories in the Bible come alive.  
 

 

• Each week, the “Whatsit” will remain out of sight until the big reveal. To hide the Whatsit, find a 
cardboard box that’s big enough. Cut the flaps off or fold them inward. Turn the box upside down. 
If you can’t find a box big enough for this week’s “Whatsit,” cover it with a sheet or blanket. 

• Print out the “Whatsit Reveal” sign (see Resource Folder) and tape it to the upside-down box or 
sheet. 

• Place the box or sheet in the teaching area and put a folding chair underneath it. 
• Print out the “Whatsit” object cards. Cut them apart and place them in the teaching area. The 

cards will be given to select kids and will tell them what to create out of the “Whatsit.” 
• Place the following items in the teaching area where they’ll be out of sight, but easy to access 

(listed in the order they’ll need to be accessed): piece of candy, small pair of scissors, can of 
soda or lemonade, plastic cup, single cookie, and napkin. Have a cloth or napkin to place over 
the objects before the reveal.  

• Separate from the above items, place the following in the teaching area: Full (unopened) bag of 
candy, 2-liter bottle of soda or lemonade, and full bag of cookies. 
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CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
“WHO PICKS FIRST” EXPERIMENT 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome to our final week of…yell it out with me…“It’s a 
Whatsit”! “What’s a “Whatsit?” you might ask. A Whatsit is a regular old thing you might have laying 
around your house, but when you use your imagination, a Whatsit can be whatever you want it to be. 
We’re going to find out what the final Whatsit will be in just a moment, but first, I want to do a little 
experiment with you.  
 

Invite two kids to the teaching area. Reveal two items (listed below) and tell the two kids 
they’ll each get to have one of the items. Choose one of the kids and ask if they would 
like to pick first or second. For each round, choose a different set of kids. Round 1: A 
piece of candy or a pair of scissors. Round 2: A can of soda or a plastic cup. Round 3: A 
cookie or a napkin. Most kids will choose to pick first. 

 
Did you notice something? Everyone (or most people) chose to pick first. Letting other people pick first is 
sooo hard, because you know they’re going to pick the best thing and then leave you with the leftovers. In 
our story for today, there was a man who was faced with that exact same choice—do I pick first or do I let 
someone else pick first. It might surprise you, though, to hear what he chose. Let’s check the story out, 
but first we need to find out what our Whatsit is. 
 
THE “WHATSIT” REVEAL 

Move to the table with the covered Whatsit. Ask the kids what they think this week’s 
Whatsit might be. Video: Play “Whatsit Reveal” video. Encourage kids to stomp, clap, 
and count down with the video. When the countdown reaches zero, lift the covering off of 
the Whatsit. 

 
Today’s Whatsit is a folding chair! But remember—a Whatsit can be whatever you want it to be. Like an 
umbrella (fold chair so it is flat, hold over head, and open it like an umbrella) or a cliff (stand on the edge 
of the chair and wave arms like you might fall)! Let’s see how many ways we can find to use our Whatsit 
during today’s story.  
 

Choose 6 kids to help tell the story by using the “Whatsit.” Give each kid one “Whatsit” 
object card. The card will tell them what they’ll need to create out of the “Whatsit” during 
the story. Consider lining them up in the teaching area in the order they’ll be used. If you 
have a smaller group of kids, keep the “Whatsit” kids in the audience, but remember who 
got what card. For each item in bold, hand the “Whatsit” to the appropriate kid and have 
him or her use it as if it were that item.  

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
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THE BIG BIBLE STORY—ABRAM AND LOT 
Last week, we heard a story about a guy named Abram. One day, God spoke to Abram! I bet he was like 
(fall back on the chair like you’ve just heard the audible voice of God) …WHAT!?! (Lean forward in chair.) 
God made a covenant with Abram. A covenant is like an agreement or a promise. Does anyone 
remember what 3 promises God made to Abram? (Call on kids for answers. Answers include: land, many 
descendants, and that the whole world would be blessed through him.) 
 
God’s first promise to Abram was to give Him a special land, but Abram would have to leave his home to 
get there. So Abram picked up his suitcase (suggestion: fold chair flat and hold it sideways) along with all 
of his other stuff and began walking with his wife, Sarai, and his nephew Lot. Do you think Abram needed 
an old person’s walker to travel? (Suggestion: hold the back of the chair and slowly move it forward like 
a walker) Probably not, but Abram was pretty old at the time—he was 75 when God called him to this new 
land. 
 
God continued to bless both Abram and his nephew, Lot, while they were traveling to the new land. As 
time went by, both Abram and Lot got more and more stuff. God gave them more flocks of sheep 
(suggestion: open the chair and move it like a sheep while making sheep noises). God gave them more 
herds of cattle (suggestion: same as previous but make cow noises.) God gave them more servants who 
lived in more tents (suggestion: flip chair upside down so it forms a pyramid on the underside. Encourage 
kid to stick head through opening.) In fact, Abram and Lot had so much stuff that they couldn’t both fit on 
the same land. (Raise chair over your head pro-wrestling style.) The servants started fighting over whose 
tents went where and whose animals got to feed in which pastures.  
 
(Put chair down.) But Abram loved his nephew, Lot, and didn’t want to fight with him. So Abram took Lot 
and stood high on a cliff (suggestion: open chair and stand on top.) From there they could see the 
whole land before them. Listen to what Abram told Lot. (Hand an open Bible to the kid on the chair. Have 
him read Genesis 13:8-9 aloud. If the kid is a non-reader, read it aloud yourself.)  
 
(Dismiss kid.) Isn’t that amazing!? Who did Abram say could pick first? (Kids respond.) That’s right—his 
nephew, Lot! When Lot looked out, he could see a giant plain that had a bunch of water and looked like 
the most beautiful garden he had ever seen, so he chose that land for himself. Do you think Abram was 
bummed out that he got stuck with the leftovers? (Kids respond.) No way! Abram knew that God was in 
control and that whatever land he got would be made a blessing from God. 
 
(Sit on chair.) When Abram finally arrived at his land, God spoke to him one more time. He said to Abram, 
“Look to the north and the south (turn in chair and point in each direction), look to the east and the west. 
All of this land will be a blessing to you and your descendants from now until forever.”  
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 
At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors and discuss the 
following questions: If you were Abram, what would you have done? Why? Why do you think Abram 
let Lot choose the land first? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area.  
 
CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” graphic 
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PUTTING OURSELVES FIRST 
(Invite the kids who chose to pick first during the Intro activity to the teaching area. Direct the following 
conversation to those kids.) Earlier today, you were given a choice. Why did you choose to pick first 
instead of letting the other kid pick first? (Let kids answer.) How hard would it have been for you to let the 
other kid pick first? (Let kids answer. Thank them for sharing and dismiss when finished.) 
 
You know what—I think most of us would have made that same choice. It’s just so tempting to put 
ourselves first, but is that what Abram did? (Kids respond.) No way! In fact, Abram did exactly what the 
Bible tells us to do. Let’s take a look at that together. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Philippians 
2:3. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose 
a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 

better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 
 
Abram wasn’t selfish. He considered Lot to be better than himself and so he let Lot pick first. Do you think 
Abram was worried about getting the worst land? (Kids respond.) No—he wasn’t! Abram trusted that 
whatever he got would be exactly what God wanted for Him and God would make it a blessing to him. 
That’s kind of like what happened to the kids who had to pick last during our experiment earlier. (Pause. 
Give a look of realization.) Oh—wait a second! I don’t think I told you about that.  
 
 
THE “WHO PICKS FIRST” EXPERIMENT SURPRISE 
(Invite the kids who picked second during the Intro activity to the teaching area. Have them bring their 
“prize” with them.) It was kind of a bummer that you got stuck with the leftovers, wasn’t it? (Kids respond.) 
There was something I didn’t tell you, though. (Direct next line to the kid with scissors.) I didn’t tell you 
that your scissors are for cutting open your giant bag of candy. (Give kid with scissors a bag of candy. 
Direct next line to kid with plastic cup.) And I didn’t tell you that your cup was to help you drink from your 
2-liter bottle of soda. (Give kid with cup a bottle of soda. Direct next line to kid with napkin.) And I didn’t 
tell you that your napkin is to wipe your face off after you finish eating your entire bag of cookies. (Give 
kid with napkin a bag of cookies. Dismiss kids back to seats.) 
 
You see—when we put others before ourselves and take what’s left over, God often has a way of 
blessing us because of it. (Stand on chair and point toward “Lot’s land.”) From where Abram and Lot 
stood, Lot’s land looked way better, but what they couldn’t see is that it was filled with wicked people. And 
eventually, God ended up destroying the land that Lot chose because the people had become so wicked. 
(Point toward “Abram’s land.”) From where Abram and Lot stood, Abram’s land didn’t look like anything 
special, but God blessed Abram’s land. In fact, later on Abram’s land became known as the Promised 
Land and it became home to the family of people that God had promised to Abram—a people called the 
Israelites. 
 
(Sit in chair.) It’s not always easy putting others before ourselves, but it’s God’s way of doing things. And 
we have to trust that when we do things God’s way, it will be a blessing to us. Let’s remember God’s 
words in Philippians. (Turn to screen or open a Bible and read the verse one more time.) “Don’t be 
selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.” Let’s pray to 
God and ask Him to help us with that. 
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Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to make a time for kids to worship God with their tithes and 
offerings during the last worship song. Encourage kids to dismiss quietly into Small 
Groups to help set Small Group Leaders up for success.   
 

CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


