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It’s a Whatsit 
Tower of Babel 
 

 
 

 

 
 In preparation for this lesson, read the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. Among 
other things, it’s a short but powerful story about the supremacy of God’s plan over the foolishness of 
human designs. In His covenant with Noah, God revealed His plan for man to multiply and spread 
throughout the world, but Noah’s descendants had a different plan. Be slow, though, to judge the people 
in this story who, in their arrogance, attempted to defy God’s will for their life and for humanity. Instead, 
consider how often you’ve charged forward toward your own ambitions without seeking God. Consider 
how often you’ve knowingly or unknowingly stepped outside of God’s design for your life. Spend some 
time praying something like the following: 
 
Lord,  
 
I need your forgiveness and grace. I am stubborn, hardheaded. Over and over again, I do things on my 
own and don’t bring You into my decisions. I regret it every time.  
 
I know there is an area of my life where I am building a Tower of Babel. I’m living the way I want to live 
and making my own plans that contradict your will. Forgive me, Father. 
 
Thank you for your unending patience and grace. Thank you for your good plans for humanity and for me. 
Help me live in accordance with your will, not at odds with it.  
 
Amen. 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
 
  

BIG IDEA: God’s plans are unstoppable and I can trust that they are 
good for my life. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 11:1-9 

KEY VERSE: “A person may have many plans in their heart. But the 
Lord’s purpose wins out in the end.” Proverbs 19:21 (NIrV) 
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How to Create a “Moment” that Draws Your Audience In 
 
Wouldn’t it be great if you could keep kids laser-focused on every word you said during a lesson? 
(Answer: Yes! That would be a super power greater than both invisibility and flight!) Unfortunately, that’s 
often not the case. No matter how dynamic a lesson is, most kids can only stay laser-focused for so long. 
Part of being an effective communicator is choosing the most important “moment(s)” within a lesson and 
using your voice and body to package it in a way that draws in your audience. Here are a few tips on 
creating a “moment” so you can be certain your audience hears what matters most: 
 
Choose your “moment” wisely: Any given lesson probably has one or two moments where you really 
want to draw their attention. Often, the best place to look for that moment is at or near the end of the 
lesson when the “Big Idea” is being hammered home. The “Big Idea” is usually the moment the whole 
lesson has been leading up to. 
 
Don’t make the “moment” too long. For a kid, you might want to keep your moment to 2 or 3 high-
impact sentences. 

 
Pause before the “moment.” A well-placed pause can be very powerful. That short moment of silence 
can communicate to a kid that something different and interesting is about to be said or done. 
 
Use your voice. One way to create a moment with your voice is to slow your pace down—give each 
word just a little extra emphasis. In addition, lower the volume of your voice to just above a whisper. A 
whisper can grab attention even more than shouting. 
 
Use your body. Using movement and levels can also help to create a powerful moment. As your voice 
begins to slow down and become quiet, move close to the kids. You may even choose to place yourself in 
the middle of your audience. Sit down or kneel so that you put yourself almost eye to eye with the kids. 
Slow down your body movement and hand gestures to match the pace and volume of your voice.  
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It’s a Whatsit! What’s a Whatsit? Whatever you want it to be! During the “It’s a Whatsit” series, a new 
“Whatsit” will be revealed each week. To the average person, the Whatsit might look like an everyday 
household item, but toss in a little bit of imagination and the Whatsit can become a sword, an apple, a 
giant man-eating sloth, or just about anything you want it to be. Kids will be challenged to use the Whatsit 
in a dozen different and creative ways to make the earliest stories in the Bible come alive.  
 

 

• Each week, the “Whatsit” will remain out of sight until the big reveal. To hide the Whatsit, find a 
cardboard box that’s big enough. Cut the flaps off or fold them inward. Turn the box upside down. 

• Print out the “Whatsit Reveal” sign (see Resource Folder) and tape it to the upside-down box.  
• Inflate a long balloon ahead of time. Some long balloons can be difficult to blow up with your 

mouth, so you may want to use a balloon pump or ball/bicycle pump to inflate the balloon. 
• Place the box on a table in the teaching area and put the inflated long balloon underneath it. 
• Print out the “Whatsit” object cards. Cut them apart and place them in the teaching area. The 

cards will be given to select kids and will tell them what to create out of the “Whatsit.” 
• Place a long rope in the teaching area for the tug-of-war illustration. 
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CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
Sound:  PLAY upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
IT’S A WHATSIT INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome back to another week of “It’s a Whatsit!” Do you all 
remember what’s a “Whatsit”? (Take answer.) That’s it—a “Whatsit” might look like something you’d have 
laying around the house, but if you use a little bit of imagination, it can become whatever you want it to 
be! You might even remember our little “Whatsit” chant. (Point to one side of audience.) When I point to 
this side of the room, I want you to yell, “It’s a Whatsit.” (Point to other side of audience.) When I point to 
this side, I want you to yell, “What’s a Whatsit?” Then I’ll yell, “Whatever you want it to be.” Ready? 
 

Point to one side of the room and then the other so that kids yell “It’s a Whatsit” followed 
by “What’s a Whatsit.” Say back to them, “Whatever you want it to be.” Repeat the 
rhythm a few more times, but do it faster and faster each time until it’s too fast to keep up.  

 
Nice work! That was crazy fast! Today’s Whatsit is going to help us tell a story about some people who 
tried to do the exact opposite of what God told them to do. And do you know what happened to them? 
Skibeldee skoobeldee plopperdee dop (or make up your own gibberish.) Wait—you probably didn’t 
understand anything I just said, did you? (Kids respond.) No way—it didn’t make any sense, which makes 
total sense if you know what our story is about. Confusing—I know! So let’s get started!  
 

Move to the table with the covered Whatsit. Ask the kids what they think this week’s 
Whatsit might be. Video: Play “Whatsit Reveal” video. Encourage kids to stomp, clap 
and count down with the video. When the countdown reaches zero, lift the covering off of 
the Whatsit.  

 
Today’s Whatsit is a long balloon. But remember—a Whatsit can be whatever you want it to be. Like a 
futuristic pair of glasses (hold inflated balloon across your eyes) or an ear wax remover (place end of 
balloon on your ear and twist as if removing ear wax.) Let’s see how many ways we can find to use our 
Whatsit during today’s story. 
 

Choose 7 kids to help tell the story by using the “Whatsit.” Give each kid one “Whatsit” 
object card. The card will tell them what they’ll need to create out of the “Whatsit” during 
the story. Consider lining them up in the teaching area in the order they’ll be used. If you 
have a smaller group of kids, keep the “Whatsit” kids in the audience, but remember who 
got what card. For each item in bold, hand the “Whatsit” to the appropriate kid and have 
him or her use it as if it were that item. 

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—THE TOWER OF BABEL 
Last week we heard how God made a covenant (or promise) with Noah. Who remembers what the 
covenant was? (Call on kid.) You got it! God promised that he would never send a flood to destroy the 
earth again. But as a part of God’s covenant, there was something He wanted for people to do too. He 
wanted for families to grow bigger and fill the whole earth. Who wants to use the Whatsit to show me 
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what God put in the sky to remind us of that covenant? (Hand balloon to kid. Let her form a rainbow.) 
That’s right—a rainbow! 
 
There was a problem, though! You see—at that time, all the people in the world spoke just one language 
(hold balloon up and down like the number one) and instead of spreading out like God told them, the 
people decided to all stay together. They gathered all their stuff—like their cool shades (suggestion: 
bend balloon horizontally over eyes), and their Super Soaker water gun (suggestion: hold out like a 
water gun.) and their pet rhinoceroses (suggestion: hold balloon to forehead like a horn.) Okay, they 
probably didn’t have any of those things, but whatever they had, they gathered it up and traveled as a big 
group (walk across teaching area while using the balloon like a walking stick) until they found a huge 
valley where they could make a home for themselves.  
 
When they got to the valley, they said to each other, “Come on! Let’s make some bricks.” They didn’t 
have any stones to use, so they used shovels (suggestion: use balloon like shovel to dig) to dig up the 
mud. They used the mud to form bricks. Then they said to each other, “Come on! Let’s use these bricks 
to build a huge city with a giant tower (suggestion: hold balloon straight up above head.) that reaches 
high in the sky.” The people thought that if they built a gigantic tower that everyone would think they were 
so awesome and want to stay together in the city. Does this sound like the plan that God had for them? 
No way! God’s plan was that the people would spread out around the whole earth (suggestion: bend 
balloon into a circle). 
 
God could see (hold balloon across eyes like cool shades) the city and tower that people were building, 
and He knew exactly what He needed to do to stop it. God said, “Come on! Let’s go down there and mix 
up their language. If they can’t understand each other, then they won’t be able to build the city anymore.” 
So that’s exactly what He did. Suddenly, when the workers tried to talk with each other, it sounded like 
crazy talk. (Ask for two kids who can speak in a made-up nonsense language. Have them stand.) One 
worker would yell to the other…(motion for one kid to speak in his made-up language.) The other worker 
would look confused and yell back…(motion for the other kid to speak in her made-up language.) In fact, 
that’s what all the people sounded like. Let me hear you all give it a try. (Prompt all kids to speak in a 
made-up language.) Whenever they talked, it sounded like they were babbling. That’s why the city 
became known as “Babel.” 
 
As usual, God’s plan worked perfectly! Because they couldn’t understand each other, they couldn’t work 
together. And because they couldn’t work together, they couldn’t build the city. And slowly, but surely, the 
people scattered over the whole earth, just like God had planned all along. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: What do you think this story teaches us about God? Why do 
you think the people made up their own plan instead of following God’s? After a 
few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area.  

 
CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” graphic 
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GOD’S PLANS ARE UNSTOPPABLE 
In our story for today, there were two different plans—God’s plan and the people’s plan. Who remembers 
what God’s plan was? (Call on kid.) That’s right—God wanted the people to spread out so they could fill 
the earth. But what was the people’s plan? (Call on kid.) You got it—they wanted to build a giant city with 
a huge tower so they could all stick together. Sticking together might sound like a good plan, but God 
knows everything and His plan is always better. It was God’s plan vs. the people’s plan. Do you think the 
people’s plan ever stood a chance of winning? (Kids respond.) No way! In fact, let’s try to imagine what 
that would look like.  
 

Call two equally sized kids to the teaching area. Hand each kid one end of a rope and 
have them pull it taut across the teaching area like in tug-of-war. 

 
Imagine for a second that this is God’s plan (motion to kid on one side) and this is the people’s plan 
(motion to kid on the other side). Seems pretty evenly matched, doesn’t it? We probably need to add 
another person to God’s plan. (Choose another kid to join the “God’s plan” side.) Hmm…that looks better, 
but I’m not sure we’re quite there yet. (Add another kid to “God’s plan. Continue alternating between 
assessing the situation and adding more kids to “God’s plan” until the rope is almost completely filled with 
kids on the “God’s plan” side.) There—that should do it! Let’s see which plan wins out. (Count to three 
and have all the kids begin pulling. The lone kid should quickly lose. Dismiss kids to their seats.) 
 
It wasn’t even close. God’s plan always wins out over people’s plans. In fact, that’s exactly what our Bible 
verse for today says. Let’s take a look. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Proverbs 19:21. Be 
prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to 
read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.) 
 
CG:  “A person may have many plans in their heart. But the Lord’s purpose wins out in 

the end.” Proverbs 19:21 (NIrV) 
 
 
GOD’S PLANS ARE GOOD 
Do you think the people were pretty bummed out about their plan? (Kids respond.) I’ll bet they were! They 
wanted to stick together, but that wasn’t God’s plan. Although they didn’t understand it at the time, God’s 
plan for them was way better.  
 
Has that ever happened to you? Have you ever had to move to a new place when you really didn’t want 
to? Have you ever been told that you can’t be on a team that you really want to be on? Have you ever 
been told that you can’t have something that you really want to have? (Tell a personal story about a time 
when you were disappointed by something that happened. Choose a story that has a good outcome, but 
don’t tell about that outcome yet.) Sometimes we make plans in our heart about what we want to do only 
to find out that God has a different plan. And although it can be disappointing at first, we have to 
remember that God’s plans are always the best plans. (Take a seat or kneel near the kids. Tell the 
outcome of your personal story.)  
 
So you see, not only are God’s plans unstoppable, they’re good for us too. In fact, the Bible tells us in the 
Book of Jeremiah, that God’s plans help us to succeed and give us a hope for the future. So instead of 
getting upset that things don’t always turn out the way you want them to, let’s trust that God’s plan for our 
life is the best. 
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Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to make a time for kids to worship God with their tithes and 
offerings during the last worship song. Encourage kids to dismiss quietly into Small 
Groups to help set Small Group Leaders up for success.   
 

CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


