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It’s a Whatsit 
God’s Covenant with Noah 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
On the heels of one of the most magnificent stories in all of Scripture—the creation—comes one 

of the most devastating—the flood. The world that God had made good has been permeated by sin. The 
people that God had made to represent His love and grace have become agents of corruption and 
violence. 

The story could have ended with God’s destruction of His rebellious creation. He would have 
been justified in doing so. However, in His goodness and grace, He opted for redemption, for a re-
creation. However, God had to deal with sin. Judgment had to precede redemption. 

That judgment would come in the form of a great flood and redemption in the form of a great ark. 
God gave His lost world 120 years of chances to return to Him. All were invited to participate in the re-
creation story, but the ark was the only way. There were no other options. Just one man—Noah—and his 
family took Him up on it. Neither Noah’s preaching nor his godly example were enough to entice the world 
from its own broken path. 

But when Noah entered the ark, he took his sin with him. There would come a day when God 
would again judge the sins of the world. This time, though, it would not come by water, but by blood. 
When Jesus died on the cross, He took upon Himself the judgment we deserved and, in so doing, 
provided the redemption we do not. Once again, all are invited to participate in this re-creation story. But 
Jesus is the only way. There are no other options. Have you taken Him up on it? 
  
 
Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 
  

BIG IDEA: God is a promise keeper, so we can trust that His promises 
will last forever. 

BIBLE BASIS: Genesis 7:1-9:17 

KEY VERSE: “The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But 
what our God says will stand forever.” Isaiah 40:8 (NIrV) 
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How to Create a “Moment” that Draws Your Audience In 
 
Wouldn’t it be great if you could keep kids laser-focused on every word you said during a lesson? 
(Answer: Yes! That would be a super power greater than both invisibility and flight!) Unfortunately, that’s 
often not the case. No matter how dynamic a lesson is, most kids can only stay laser focused for so long. 
Part of being an effective communicator is choosing the most important “moment(s)” within a lesson and 
using your voice and body to package it in a way that draws in your audience. Here are a few tips on 
creating a “moment” so you can be certain your audience hears what matters most: 
 
Choose your “moment” wisely: Any given lesson probably has one or two moments where you really 
want to draw their attention. Often, the best place to look for that moment is at or near the end of the 
lesson when the “Big Idea” is being hammered home. The “Big Idea” is usually the moment the whole 
lesson has been leading up to. 
 
Don’t make the “moment” too long. For a kid, you might want to keep your moment to 2 or 3 high- 
impact sentences. 

 
Pause before the “moment.” A well-placed pause can be very powerful. That short moment of silence 
can communicate to a kid that something different and interesting is about to be said or done. 
 
Use your voice. One way to create a moment with your voice is to slow your pace down—give each 
word just a little extra emphasis. In addition, lower the volume of your voice to just above a whisper. A 
whisper can grab attention even more than shouting. 
 
Use your body. Using movement and levels can also help to create a powerful moment. As your voice 
begins to slow down and become quiet, move close to the kids. You may even choose to place yourself in 
the middle of your audience. Sit down or kneel so that you put yourself almost eye to eye with the kids. 
Slow down your body movement and hand gestures to match the pace and volume of your voice.  
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It’s a Whatsit! What’s a Whatsit? Whatever you want it to be! During the “It’s a Whatsit” series, a new 
“Whatsit” will be revealed each week. To the average person, the Whatsit might look like an everyday 
household item, but toss in a little bit of imagination and the Whatsit can become a sword, an apple, a 
giant man-eating sloth or just about anything you want it to be. Kids will be challenged to use the Whatsit 
in a dozen different and creative ways to make the earliest stories in the Bible come alive.  
 

 
• Each week, the “Whatsit” will remain out of sight until the big reveal. To hide the Whatsit, find a 

cardboard box that’s big enough. Cut the flaps off or fold them inward. Turn the box upside down. 
• Print out the “Whatsit Reveal” sign (see Resource Folder) and tape it to the upside-down box.  
• Place the box on a table in the teaching area and put a Pool Noodle underneath it. 
• Print out the “Whatsit” object cards. Cut them apart and place them in the teaching area. The 

cards will be given to select kids and will tell them what to create out of the “Whatsit.” 
• Print the “How Long” signs on cardstock (total of 6, see Resource Folder). Mix them up and place 

them in the teaching area. Set the “God’s promises” sign apart from the other 5 “How Long” 
signs. 
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CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
IT’S A WHATSIT INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome to another week of “It’s a Whatsit.” (Pause.) Some 
of you might be wondering, “What’s a Whatsit?” Great question! Let me explain. (Point to one side of the 
audience.) When I point to this side of the room, I want you to yell, “It’s a Whatsit.” (Point to other side of 
audience.) When I point to this side, I want you to yell, “What’s a Whatsit?” Ready? Let’s do it!  
 

Point to one side of the room and then the other so that kids yell “It’s a Whatsit” followed 
by “What’s a Whatsit.” Say back to them, “Whatever you want it to be!” Repeat the 
rhythm a few more times, but do it faster and faster each time until it’s too fast to keep up. 

 
A Whatsit might look like something you would have laying around the house, but if you use your 
imagination, it can become whatever you want it to be! We’re going to use a Whatsit to help tell our Bible 
story today. So what do say—do you want to get started? Let’s find out what our Whatsit is today!  
 

Move to the table with the covered Whatsit. Ask the kids what they think this week’s 
Whatsit might be. Video: Play “Whatsit Reveal” video. Encourage kids to stomp, clap 
and count down with the video. When the countdown reaches zero, lift the covering off of 
the Whatsit.  

 
Today’s Whatsit is a Pool Noodle! But remember—a Whatsit can be whatever you want it to be. Like a 
trumpet (make sound of a trumpet blast through the hole in the noodle) or a light saber (wield the noodle 
like a sword while making light saber noises. Optional: consider letting a few kids show what they would 
make out of the “Whatsit.”) Let’s see how many ways we can find to use our Whatsit during today’s story. 
 

Choose 8 kids to help tell the story by using the “Whatsit.” Give each kid one “Whatsit” 
object card. The card will tell them what they’ll need to create out of the “Whatsit” during 
the story. Consider lining them up in the teaching area in the order they’ll be used. If you 
have a smaller group of kids, keep the “Whatsit” kids in the audience, but remember who 
got what card. For each item in bold, hand the “Whatsit” to the appropriate kid and have 
him or her use it as if it were that item. 

 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH 
In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it. He made Adam (hold noodle upright on one 
side of you, talk to noodle). Hey, what’s up, Adam. And He made Eve, too (hold noodle upright on other 
side of you, talk to noodle). Hey Eve—how’s it going! When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, God’s perfect 
creation was ruined.  
 
Over time, the sin problem got worse, and worse, and worse, until the whole earth (suggestion: make a 
circle with the noodle) was filled with people who did wicked things. The Lord was grieved and his heart 
was filled with pain (suggestion: bend noodle into heart shape). There was only one person who still 
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followed God—Noah. God told Noah that He was going to destroy everything on the earth and start over. 
But God wanted to save Noah and his family.  
 
So God told Noah to build an ark, which is a big boat (suggestion: make a “U” with the noodle). Then, 
God brought two of every animal to Noah. Think about it—giraffes, and lions all on the same boat! 
(Suggestion: have one kid do both animals; giraffe—hold the noodle straight up like a giraffe’s neck; 
lion—make the noodle a circle like a lion’s mane.) 
 
When Noah’s family and all the animals were inside the boat, God shut the door of the ark. Suddenly, the 
sky opened up and rain began pouring down. Slowly, the water rose higher and higher (crouch down and 
hold the noodle horizontally above the floor; move the noodle higher and higher until it’s as high as you 
can reach) until the ark began to float. The storm raged outside and the waves crashed against the side 
of the ark! (Suggestion: make wave motion with noodle by holding each end and rippling it up and down.) 
But the ark kept Noah and the animals safe while everything else was destroyed. 
 
After 40 days, the rain finally stopped but the earth was still flooded with water. Slowly, over time, the 
waters covering the Earth began to dry up and the ark came to rest on top of a tall mountain (suggestion: 
make an upside down “V” shape with the noodle). Noah wanted to find out if the surface of the Earth 
below had dried up yet, so Noah sent out a dove (suggestion: hold the noodle in the middle and flap it up 
and down to look like wings; tell kid to run around the room and back). But the dove came back because 
it couldn’t find anywhere to land. 7 days later, after the waters dried up more, Noah sent the dove out 
again (tell kid to run around room again). This time the dove returned with an olive leaf in its beak. So 
Noah knew there was dry ground below.  
 
Finally, God told Noah to bring his family and all of the animals out of the ark. God then made a covenant 
with Noah, his family, and every living thing on Earth. A covenant is kind of like an agreement or a 
promise between two people. Take a look at what God promised to Noah. (Read from Genesis 9:11, 
which says, “Here is my covenant I am making with you. The waters of a flood will never again destroy all 
life. A flood will never again destroy the earth.”) God put a rainbow (suggestion: make an upside down 
“U” shape) in the sky and told Noah that the rainbow would be a reminder that God’s covenant lasts 
forever and that the earth would never again be destroyed by a flood. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: What do you think this story teaches us about God? Why do 
you think God made a covenant to never flood the entire Earth again? After a few 
minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area.  

 
CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” graphic 
 
HOW LONG DOES A COVENANT LAST 
In the Bible, God made an amazing covenant with Noah. Who remembers what a covenant is? (Call on 
kid.) That’s right—it’s like an agreement or promise between two people. And what was God’s promise to 
Noah? (Call on kid.) Regardless of what people did in the future, God promised Noah that He would 
never flood the whole earth again. Do you think that promise is still true today? It is! And we’re reminded 
of that promise every time we see a rainbow in the sky. God is a promise keeper, and His promises last 
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forever. In fact, that’s what our Bible verse for today says. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Isaiah 
40:8. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, 
choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself.)  
 
CG: “The grass dries up. The flowers fall to the ground. But what our God says will stand 

forever.” Isaiah 40:8 (NIrV) 
 
Everything on Earth eventually goes away, but God’s promises last forever. Let me try to explain this 
better by giving you a challenge! 
 

Invite 5 kids to the teaching area. Randomly hand the 5 “How Long” signs to the kids. 
Don’t let the sign holders reveal the signs just yet. Tell the kids in the room that they’ll 
have 20 seconds to place the signs in order of how long each item lasts from shortest to 
longest. VDO: PLAY 20 second countdown timer. Begin the 20 second timer, tell the 
sign holders to reveal their signs, and encourage the kids to shout out the correct order. 
The signs include: Ice cube in the desert, plate of cookies on the counter, a really bad 
haircut, the 4th grade, a human life. When the timer has ended, congratulate the kids. 
Finally, pick up the 6th and final “How Long” sign. It will say, “God’s promises.” Hold it up 
at the end of the line to show that God’s promises last longer than any of the other things. 

 
Not only do God’s promises last longer than all of these things, (begin moving farther away from the other 
signs) they last forever! (Gather signs from kids and dismiss them back to audience.)  
 
GOD’S PROMISES LAST FOREVER 
Why do you think it’s important to know that God always keeps His promises? (Take answers from kids.) 
Great answers. When we know that God always keeps His promises, it helps us to trust His Word. Raise 
your hand if you’ve ever had someone break a promise to you. (Kids raise hands.) A lot of us have! (Sit or 
kneel near the kids. Consider sharing an age-appropriate story about a time someone broke their promise 
to you. Share how it was difficult to trust that person afterward.) When someone breaks their promise to 
you, it’s really hard to trust what they say. But God always keeps His promises and His promises last 
forever! So when God promises that He loves us, we can trust that He’ll love us forever. When God 
promises that He forgives us, we can trust that His forgiveness will last forever. And best of all, when God 
promises life in heaven for those who love and follow Jesus, we can trust that His promise will last 
forever! 
 

Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to make a time for kids to worship God with their tithes and 
offerings during the last worship song. Encourage kids to dismiss quietly into Small 
Groups to help set Small Group Leaders up for success.   
 

CG:  “It’s a Whatsit” title graphic 
  


