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Riddle Rangers 
The Truth about God the Holy Spirit 
 

 
 

 
 I just recently upgraded my cell phone to something respectable. I’d be embarrassed to show you 
the phone I was using before. If Alexander Graham Bell could have carried his phone around with him, it 
would have only looked slightly more archaic than my previous cell phone. Not only was my phone not a 
smartphone, it was just about the dumbest phone you could find. So, you can imagine how incredible it 
felt to join everyone else in the 21st century.  
 There are a lot of features on my new phone that I love, but one of my favorites is the GPS. It’s 
like my own personal co-pilot telling me to go this way or that way. She tells me when there’s trouble 
ahead and how to get around it. She even tells me when I’ve gone too far and need to do a U-turn. The 
problem is that now, whenever I get off-track, I have no one to blame but myself. As good as the 
technology is, it’s not foolproof—and I can be a bigger fool than most. I tend to zone out and miss her 
directions. Sometimes I turn the radio up too high or the phone down too low. It doesn’t stop her from 
giving me directions, I just don’t hear them. There are other times that I think I know a better way, but 
quickly find out otherwise. Fortunately, she doesn’t give up on me. Instead, she adjusts her calculations 
and guides me back to the right path. 
 In the New Testament, when Jesus ascended to Heaven, God installed into the hearts of the 
believers something similar to a GPS. I like to call it THS—The Holy Spirit. He’s something like a co-pilot 
who tells us to go this way or that way. Sometimes He tells us when there’s trouble ahead and how we 
can avoid it. He even tells us when we’ve gone too far and need to turn back and repent. Not only does 
He know the best path, He knows the best destination too. But it’s not foolproof—we have to be willing 
and able to tune out distractions and listen to His voice. We also have to be willing to trust His direction in 
our life—to admit that He knows better than us. Otherwise, it’s really easy to get off-track.  
 How do you do when it comes to listening to the Holy Spirit? Do you hear His voice? Do you trust 
it? When we fail to listen to that still small voice that guides us this way and that, it’s easy to find 
ourselves in dark, lonely, and unfamiliar terrain. Fortunately for us, the Holy Spirit doesn’t give up so 
easily. He’s always ready to gently guide us back to the right path.  
 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 

BIG IDEA: The Holy Spirit guides and helps us, so we can listen to His 
voice and do what He says.  

BIBLE BASIS: John 14:15-30, 16:1-15; Galatians 5:13-25; Romans 8:9-17  

KEY VERSE: “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit.” Galatians 5:25 (NIrV) 
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3 Ways to Capture Kids with Your Voice 
 
Has the continual droning of someone’s voice ever made you want to take a nap? A tediously dull and 
monotonous voice is as sure to put someone to sleep as eating a whole turkey while watching C-SPAN. 
On the other hand, a skilled communicator can grab the attention of an audience and cut through 
boredom with her voice like a sword-wielding ninja! So, what do you want to be—C-SPAN or a ninja? (I’m 
going to assume you just karate chopped the air and yelled “ninja.”) That’s the spirit! Here are 3 ways you 
can begin to use your voice to grab kids’ attention: 

Pace: Simply put, pace is the speed or tempo of your delivery. Avoid using the same pace throughout the 
entire lesson. Variety creates interest. When you get to the climax of a story, illustrate the excitement by 
increasing your pace. When you’re talking about the incredible height, and width, and depth of God’s love 
for us, slow down and let each word float into the ears of the kids.  
 
Pitch: Pitch is the highness or lowness of a voice. When you fail to vary your pitch, you become 
monotone, which is the perfect recipe for boredom. Questions should typically end on a high note, but 
when you end a statement on a high note, it can create doubt in the listener’s mind. When you’re 
speaking with authority and certainty, try using the lower end of your voice.  
 
Volume: Volume is the degree of loudness in your voice. Be sure to always speak at a volume that can 
be heard by the kids. Higher volumes can communicate excitement or dominance while lower volumes 
can communicate intimacy and tenderness. To create excitement, let your voice crescendo as you work 
towards the pinnacle of a dramatic point or story. Conversely, trail off to a whisper when you really want 
to pull the kids close for a more tender moment. 
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To their friends and family, they’re known as Zack and Jada—two ordinary kids who love to do ordinary 
things. But when they put their heads together, they’re known as the “Riddle Rangers”—an extraordinary 
duo who travel the world, solving riddles and puzzles with the guidance of their friend and mentor, 
Professor Covington. Their most recent adventure has taken them deep into the jungles of Peru to a 
mysterious cave packed with cryptic writings. During the “Riddle Rangers” series, kids will become a part 
of this riddle-filled adventure—an adventure that ultimately leads to the greatest Truth the world has ever 
known. 
 

  
• During the “Riddle Rangers” series, Zack and Jada “call in” periodically through a video feed. 

(See Resource Folder for videos.) After loading the videos into your presentation software of 
choice, practice your timing on the start of the videos so that it feels spontaneous and natural 
during the lesson.  

• The “Riddle Rangers” will call in each week asking the kids to help them solve two riddles. Print 
out the appropriate riddles and make them available to the small group leaders during the large 
group lesson. Tell the leaders to keep the riddles out of sight until Zack and Jada send them in. 

o Note: there are separate, age-appropriate versions of each riddle for both younger and 
older kids. Although the versions are different, the answers are the same. Be sure to give 
each group the appropriate version of the riddle. 

• Give each small group leader enough pens or pencils for each kid in their group. 
• After the kids solve the riddle, the Large Group Leader will pretend to send the answer back to 

the Riddle Rangers using a laptop, smartphone, or tablet. Place the desired device in the 
teaching area. 

• Empty a 16 oz. bottle of its contents and remove any labels. Pour 8 ounces of white vinegar into 
the bottle. 

• Put 2 teaspoons of baking soda into a round-shaped balloon. 
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CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome back to our final week of “Riddle Rangers”! Can you 
believe this is the end? We’re so close to solving the final set of riddles and uncovering the mystery 
message, but we better work fast this time! Zack and Jada aren’t too sure how much longer the cave will 
hold up. And if we don’t solve these last riddles soon, that cave might smash them flat as a pancake. Ker-
splat! Buh-bye! No more “Riddle Rangers,” no more riddles, and no more mystery message! They’ll be 
calling in soon, but while we wait, let’s see if you can solve one of my riddles. (Read riddle aloud.) 
 
CG:  show the “Rush of Wind” riddle graphic 
 

When the Son arose and then ascended 
To the world I came, the believers befriended. 
With a rush of wind and a tongue of fire 
I filled their hearts with a Godly desire. 
If you trust in Jesus, and follow him too, 
I’ll abide in your heart and make your life new. 

 
Who do you think this riddle is talking about? (Call on a kid for the answer.) Nice job—it’s the Holy Spirit! 
When Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to Heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit to be with the 
believers. The Bible says that when the Holy Spirit arrived on the day of Pentecost, there was an intense 
sound of rushing wind (make sound of intense wind) and small flames rested over the believers’ heads 
(cup hand over head like a small flame). It was incredible! But the best part is that the Holy Spirit still lives 
in the hearts of people who trust and follow Jesus. I think that riddle was a good warm-up. I’m sure the 
Riddle Rangers will have some even tougher ones.  
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: RIDDLE #1 
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #1” 
 
(Leaders Note: The following is the video script for the “Riddle Rangers” video.) 
 
Jada: This is Jada of the Riddle Rangers transmitting an emergency message to base. I repeat—this is 
an emergency message from the cave in Peru. We need your help fast! We only have one more set of 
riddles to solve before we can see the rest of the mystery message, but it’s not looking good. Every time 
we solve one of the riddles, the whole cave starts shaking. If we don’t solve the last two before this place 
comes crashing in, we’ll lose the message forever. And worse than that—Zack and I will be toast! That’s 
why we need your help. The more brains we put on these riddles, the faster we can solve them.  
 
So far, the riddles seem to be telling us all about who God is. They told us about God the Father and God 
the Son, but there are still two riddles left. I’m sending you one of them right now. Take a look and see 
what you can do with it. We’ve got to find out what the last piece of the puzzle is, and we’ve got to do it 
fast! We’ll be back in touch with you as soon as you get it. Until then—this is Jada, ending transmission.  
 

Instruct the kids to turn to their small groups. Have the leaders give each kid a copy of 
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Riddle #1 (See SG Resource Folder) along with a pen or pencil. Remind kids to refrain 
from shouting out the answer so that other kids can solve it on their own. When it 
appears like most of the kids have solved the riddle, draw their attention back to the 
teaching area and ask for the answer. Note: there are separate, age-appropriate 
versions of each riddle for both younger and older kids. Although the versions are 
different, the answers are the same.  

 
Great work! Let’s upload the answer back to the Riddle Rangers! (Pretend to be typing answer onto 
laptop or tablet.) The riddle is pointing us to a Bible verse—John 16:13. Let’s see what it says. (Turn in 
Bible and read first part of John 16:13 aloud.) It says, “But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth.” I wonder what that’s all about. Maybe the Riddle Rangers will know. 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: RIDDLE #2 
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #2” 
 
Zack: Riddle Rangers to base—this is Zack. Nice work! The riddle is pointing us to John 16:13. It’s talking 
about the Holy Spirit. He’s the third part of the trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. When you make the decision to trust and follow Jesus, it’s the Holy Spirit that moves into your 
heart. I remember Professor Covington telling us about this verse in class. It says that the Holy Spirit is 
our guide—He guides our minds to knowing the truth about who Jesus is. He’s also the one who guides 
us in making good choices with our life. The Professor says that sometimes the Holy Spirit is that voice 
that whispers to our brain and says, “You should do this or say that.” I think He’s also the one who tells 
me, “Hey dude—I wouldn’t do that if I were you.” In fact, I just heard Him say that exact thing last month 
when I found out my little brother dropped my phone in the toilet. I wanted to strangle him!  
 
Anyway, I guess we should get to our next clue. It looks like the cave might come falling down on us any 
minute. I wish you could see Jada right now. She’s holding an umbrella over her head. I’m not sure what 
she thinks that’s going to do, but it’s pretty funny looking! Be on the lookout—I’m sending you the last 
riddle. See if you can figure it out and shoot it back over to us. This is Zack—over and out.  
 

Instruct the kids to turn again to their small groups. Have the leaders give each kid a copy 
of Riddle #2. (See SG Resource Folder.) When it appears like most kids have solved the 
riddle, draw their attention back to the teaching area and ask for the answer. 

 
That’s it—you got the answer! It’s about the Holy Spirit again. It says, “The Holy Spirit is our helper.” 
(Pretend to be typing answer onto laptop or tablet.) Let’s get the answer over to Zack and Jada so they 
can read the rest of the mystery message and get out of there. 
 
RIDDLE RANGERS: CONCLUSION  
VDO:  Play “Riddle Rangers Video #3” 
 
Jada: This is Jada of the Riddle Rangers transmitting to base. You did it—we got ‘em all! The last riddle 
tells us that “The Holy Spirit is our helper.” I remember a Bible verse about that. It’s from John 14:16-17. 
Here—I’m looking it up right now. (Keyboard clicks and beep sfx) Got it! It’s Jesus talking—He says, “I will 
ask the Father. And he will give you another friend to help you and to be with you forever. That friend is 
the Spirit of truth.” You see—when Jesus left the earth, He couldn’t be here to help His followers 
anymore, so God sent us the Holy Spirit instead. The Professor said that the Holy Spirit helps us with a 
bunch of stuff. He helps us remember God’s word when we need it the most. He helps us tell others 
about Jesus. He even helps us pray when we don’t really know what to say. How cool is that! 
(Earthquake sound effect.) Hang on everybody—here we go again! It’s another earthquake. Zack—we’ve 
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got to get out of here before we get smashed. 
 
Zack: (From background.) What about the mystery message? The last part of the wall is crumbling away. 
I can almost read the whole thing. 
 
Jada: We don’t have time! We’ve gotta get out—NOW! (Earthquake sound gets louder along with 
crashing rocks.) 
 
Zack: (Earthquake subsides. Coughing.) Jada—you okay? That was a close one. We made it out, but 
just barely. And the cave—it’s—it’s gone. It’s just a pile of rocks now. And the message—we’ll never know 
what it said. 
 
Jada: Not so fast. I might have something here. I tried to take a screen shot of the message right before 
we ran out. Let me see. (Screen shot of the full message.) Jada to the rescue! That’s it—I got it! It’s from 
Deuteronomy 6:4. It says, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Whoa—I think I get it. The 
mystery message is about the greatest mystery ever. Even though God exists in three forms at the same 
time—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—He’s still only one God. It kind of hurts my brain just thinking 
about it, but it’s true! God is so amazing! 
 
Thanks kids—we couldn’t have done this without you. You were amazing! If we ever need help again, 
you’ll be the first ones we call. Until then, this is Jada and Zack—the Riddle Rangers—signing out. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Riddle Rangers video, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups 
and discuss the following questions: How do you think the Holy Spirit guides and 
helps you? Have you ever heard the voice of the Holy Spirit “whispering” to you? 
After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. You may want to ask 
the kids for some of their answers. 

 
CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLS OUR LIFE 
Isn’t that so cool! We serve one God who exists in three forms—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Which of those three did we hear about today? (Kids respond.) That’s right—the Holy Spirit. When we 
make the decision to trust and follow Jesus, it’s the Holy Spirit who fills our life. Let me show you what I’m 
talking about. (Move to table with 16 oz. bottle and balloon. Hold up balloon with baking soda inside.) This 
balloon is kind of like our life when we don’t trust and follow Jesus—it’s deflated and empty. (Hold up 
bottle with vinegar inside.) This bottle is kind of like Jesus. (Stretch the opening of the balloon over the 
mouth of the bottle.) When we attach ourselves to Jesus—when we decide to trust and follow Him—look 
what happens. (Hold the balloon up so that the baking soda pours into the bottle and mixes with the 
vinegar. Hold the balloon firmly to the bottle and shake. The balloon will inflate with gases.) When we 
trust and follow Jesus, our life becomes filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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KEEPING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT 
During our adventure with the Riddle Rangers today, we discovered two of the things the Holy Spirit does 
for us. Does anyone remember what they are? (Take answers.) Great job—the Holy Spirit guides us and 
helps us so that we can live our lives the way Jesus wants us to. (Speak in a hushed tone.) If you listen 
for His voice, you can sometimes hear the Holy Spirit whispering in your heart or mind. Sometimes He 
nudges you to do or say something good. Sometimes He warns you not to do or say something that could 
be harmful. Sometimes the Holy Spirit even helps you to realize you’ve sinned and to ask for forgiveness. 
(Speak in regular tone.) But the Holy Spirit never forces you to do anything. You still have to make a 
choice to listen to and follow what the Spirit says. That’s what our Bible verse for today tells us. Let’s take 
a look. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Galatians 5:25. Be prepared to give younger kids more 
time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud 
yourself while the kids follow along.) 
 
CG:  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5:25 
 
When you keep in step with the Spirit, it means that you follow where the Holy Spirit leads you. You listen 
to His voice and you do what He says. And because we serve an all-present, all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and all-loving God, we can trust that His Spirit will lead us to living the most incredible life ever! 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Following prayer and the last worship song, dismiss kids quietly into small 
groups. Ask kids to stay quiet and keep an attitude of worship as they move into small 
group. Encourage small group leaders to continue in prayer and offer a time for next 
steps. 

 
CG:  “Riddle Rangers” title graphic 
  


