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The Big Build 
Peter and John Before the Council 
 

 
 
 

I’ve been driving the same car since high school. My wife and I went on dates in this car. I 
commuted to my first four jobs in this car. I drove my first child to daycare in this car. It easily has over 
150,000 miles on it. And like all older cars, it has its quirks—the most problematic of which is its failure to 
“ding.” You know—the sound cars make when a door has been left open, the keys are still in the ignition, 
or the headlights have been left on.  

Every so often I’ll leave for work while it’s still dark, but arrive after the sun has risen. Because it’s 
now light outside and my car’s “dinger” is dead, it’s easy to forget that the headlights are still on. As you 
could probably guess, at the end of my workday, I return to a car with a dead battery. So I walk back 
inside, grab the portable jumper that lives in the facilities closet, hook it up to connection points, and begin 
the process of bringing my car back to life. The only thing that will make my battery work again is power 
from another source. I could scream at my car, honk its horn, and kick the tires. But nothing would 
happen. The same can be said about our souls. We are made alive through an outside power—the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, in his letter to the Church in Rome, puts it this way, “We are made alive through the same 
Spirit that raised Christ from the dead.” The life God’s Spirit gives us is not just the eternal kind. God’s 
Spirit breathes life into us on a daily basis. Just look at some of the ways God’s Spirit gives us life:  

 
Have anxiety? The Spirit gives us the ability to trust God. (Psalm 63:8) 
Overwhelming temptation? The Spirit gives us a way out and a means to obedience. (Rom 8:2) 
Crushing fear? God gives us a Spirit of power, love, and self-control. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 

As you prepare to lead this week, read Acts 3:1-4:22. Remember that it was by the power of the 
Holy Spirit that Peter & John healed the lame man. It was the Holy Spirit that gave Peter the guts to 
speak to the crowds in Solomon’s Portico. And it was because Peter and John were filled with the Holy 
Spirit that the Jewish Council was astonished. The Holy Spirit directs, protects, and guides. Invite Him to 
be a part of your group this week. 

 
John Garrison                
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to boldly tell others 
about Jesus.   

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 3:1-4:22 

KEY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you. And you will be my witnesses from one end of the 
earth to the other.” Acts 1:8 a,c 
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Managing Small Group Materials 
 
As you’re probably aware, GO! small group activities often utilize a variety of materials. From paper to 
ping pong balls, there’s any number of items that you might have to juggle while keeping your kids 
engaged. Here are some tips to help keep you from dropping the ball: 
 
Be prepared. If you’re reading the small group lesson for the first time while seated with a group of wide-
eyed kids, you might be in for a wild ride. Always read the lesson before arriving and have a plan for 
when and how you’ll incorporate the accompanying materials.  
 
Take inventory of your materials when you arrive. No one’s perfect and occasionally you might be 
missing a material or there might not be enough materials for the number of kids you have. Take 
inventory as soon as you arrive so that you can catch mistakes early.  
 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Sometimes the materials might look slightly different from how 
you imagined when you were reading the lesson at home. Take a look at the materials when you first 
arrive so there are no surprises during group time.  
 
Don’t reveal the materials too early. Kids can be easily distracted. Often times, if you reveal or hand out 
materials too soon, the kids will become more interested in the material and miss your instructions. Fully 
deliver your instructions before handing out the materials. If necessary, pull out just one set of materials 
for demonstration purposes.  
 
Let the kids help you. If there are papers or other materials that need to be given to each kid in the 
group, put the kids to work. They love helping! Choose one or two kids and let them hand materials to the 
rest of the group.  
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BUILDING COMMUNITY 
Directions: During “The Big Build” series, kids will get to practice their building skills while hearing stories 
about how God built the early Church. Kids will learn that a big part of being the “Church” is sharing life 
together. Spend this time early in the lesson simply getting to know the kids and helping the kids know 
one another. 
 
Question: Tell us about a time when you were really scared to do something. What happened? Were you 
able to do it? 
 
Question: Does it make you scared or nervous to tell other kids about Jesus? Why or why not?  
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 

  

IT’S IN THE BAG! (Application Activity) 
Set Up: Print out the “Question Cards” and “Action Cards” on 8½ x 11 cardstock. Cut the cards apart. 
Place the “Question Cards” in one bag and the “Action Cards” in another.  
 
Say: In our story for today, Peter spoke boldly about Jesus. He even told the priests and temple guards 
that he wouldn’t stop telling others what he had seen and heard about Jesus! We are going to play a 
game where we can practice talking about what WE have seen and heard about Jesus. 
 
Directions: Place the two bags in the middle of your group. Have the kids take turns choosing a question 
from one bag and a funny way of reading the question from the other bag. The kids will have to read the 
question while performing the silly action. For younger kids who are still learning to read, read the 
question for them while they perform the action. Once the question has been read, allow the kid who 
chose it to answer. If there are still kids who haven’t had a turn when all the question and action cards 
have been drawn, place the cards back in the bag and continue.   
 
Say: Those questions help us think about what we have seen and heard about Jesus. Sometimes telling 
others about Jesus is as simple as telling them those things we just talked about. When we ask the Holy 
Spirit for boldness and remember what God has done in our lives, we will be able to speak boldly about 
Jesus to our friends.  
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PASS THE WORD (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. The verse is: 
 
 Older Kids:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. And you 

will be my witnesses from one end of the earth to the other.” Acts 1:8 a,c 
 
 Younger Kids:  “And you will be my witnesses from one end of the earth to the other.”  
   Acts 1:8 c 
 
For the younger kids who cannot read yet, read the verse to them slowly a few times. When enough time 
has passed, turn the card over. Pass a beach ball to one of the kids in your group. Instruct him to say the 
first word of the verse and then pass the ball to another kid who will then say the second word. Tell the 
kids to continue passing the ball around the group until the entire verse has been recited by memory. 
Give them one practice round and then begin timing them with a stop watch to see if they can say it faster 
and faster. If saying one word at a time proves too difficult for some of the younger kids, have each kid 
recite the entire verse when they receive the ball. When your group is finished with the game, ask them 
the following questions: 
 
Question Time: What does it mean to be a witness? How can you be a witness for Jesus to others?  
 

PRAYER BOOKMARK (Group Prayer Activity) 

Directions: Give each kid in your group a strip of duct tape 10–12 inches long. Tell them to fold it over so 
that the non-sticky side is on the outside. Assist the younger kids as needed. When finished, it should 
look something like a book mark. On one side of the bookmark, tell your kids to write their memory verse:  

 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. And you will be my 
witnesses from one end of the earth to the other.” Acts 1:8 a,c 

If you have younger kids who struggle with writing, print out the “Be a Witness” sign and help them simply 
write the words on their bookmark.  
 
Next, ask the kids if they would like to share a name of a specific person that they need courage to tell 
about Jesus or they can share general prayer requests with the group. For the younger kids, have them 
listen carefully and remember what is shared. For the older kids, have the group write the name and 
prayer request of their friends on the opposite side of the bookmark. When finished, tell the group to use 
the bookmark in their Bible or another book throughout the week. Remind them to pray for their small 
group every time they see the bookmark.  
 
In the end, lead the kids in a closing prayer. Allow them to pray for the requests that were just shared.  
 
 


