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3, 2, 1…Freeze! 
Peter’s Great Escape 
 

 

 

 
Let’s be honest, sometimes prayer can be frustrating and confusing. I was reminded of 

that fact a few years ago while tucking my young daughter into bed. As we were finishing our 
bedtime ritual, I could see her eyes getting glassy and tears lining the rims of her lids. I could 
barely ask her what was wrong before she burst out, “I keep on praying to God, but nothing 
happens!” I’ve since forgotten what she had been praying for, but I vividly remember fumbling 
my way through an explanation. It felt like one of life’s pop quizzes that I wish I had been more 
prepared, but I stammered through it effectively enough.   
 It would be easy to brush this off as the kind of “Spirituality 101” stuff that a 5-year-old 
would wrestle with, but the truth is that I still wrestle with it. In fact, I think a lot of people do. 
Recently, though, there’s been a change in my understanding about prayer that I think is 
helping. In 1 John 5:14, it says, “There is one thing we can be sure of when we come to God in 
prayer. If we ask anything in keeping with what he wants, he hears us.” In the Lord’s Prayer, 
Jesus says it this way, “[God’s] kingdom come, [God’s] will be done.” (NIV) Without realizing it, I 
think so much of my prayer life has been an attempt to change God—to make Him conform to 
my will. I need something. I want something. Now I just have to convince God to give it to me. 
But according to these scriptures, that’s not what prayer is really about. Prayer is more about us 
laying our own agenda down and letting God conform us to His will.  
 There’s certainly nothing wrong with us bringing specific prayer requests to God. Often 
times, that’s how we figure out God’s will. In fact, that’s what the believers did when Peter was 
held in prison. They prayed big and bold prayers for Peter, and God answered in big and bold 
ways because the believer’s prayers were aligned with God’s will. 
  
 
 

BIG IDEA: I can pray for my friends at church. 

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 12:1-19 

KEY VERSE: “Where two or three people gather in my name, I am there 
with them.” Matthew 18:20 
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What do you think would happen if you laid your agenda down before approaching God in 
prayer? What do you think would happen if you began asking God what He wants you to do 
instead of just telling God what you want Him to do? Big and bold things—that’s what! 
Sometime this week, try approaching the One who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine and say, “May your Kingdom come in my home, may your will be done in my 
life!”  
 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 
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Managing Small Group Materials 
 
As you’re probably aware, GO! small group activities often utilize a variety of materials. From 
paper to ping pong balls, there are any number of items that you might have to juggle while 
keeping your kids engaged. Here are some tips to help keep you from dropping the ball: 
 
Be prepared. If you’re reading the small group lesson for the first time while seated with a 
group of wide-eyed kids, you might be in for a wild ride. Always read the lesson before arriving 
and have a plan for when and how you’ll incorporate the accompanying materials.  
 
Take inventory of your materials when you arrive. No one’s perfect and occasionally you 
might be missing a material or there might not be enough materials for the number of kids you 
have. Take inventory as soon as you arrive so that you can catch mistakes early.    
 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Sometimes the materials might look slightly different 
from how you imagined when you were reading the lesson at home. Take a look at the materials 
when you first arrive so there are no surprises during group time.  
 
Don’t reveal the materials too early. Kids can be easily distracted. Often, if you reveal or hand 
out materials too soon, the kids will become more interested in the material and miss your 
instructions. Fully deliver your instructions before handing out the materials. If necessary, pull 
out just one set of materials for demonstration purposes.  
 
Let the kids help you. If there are papers or other materials that need to be given to each kid in 
the group, put the kids to work. They love helping! Choose one or two kids and let them hand 
materials to the rest of the group.  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
LOCKED UP 
Supplies: Padlock (1–2), keys (4–5 random keys + the key to the pad lock), chain (1) 
 
Directions: Use the padlock to lock the two ends of a chain together. Allow the children to see 
how strong the chain is by trying to pull it apart. Next, show the children all of the keys. Tell 
them that one (and only one) of the keys will open the lock. Set a timer on your phone at one 
minute and see if they can unlock the padlock before the timer goes off. 
 
Say: Without the key, you could never break this chain or this lock. Our true Bible story for 
today is about a man who was locked up in a chain like this. He didn’t have a key, but he broke 
free anyway. We’re going to find out how and we’re going to learn that I can pray for my 
friends at church.   
 
Question: Do you think there’s anyone in the world strong enough to break this chain? 
 
 

  

After the large group story time is over, help the children transition into the small group activity 
time. There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big 
Idea, discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible 
reading. Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
PASS A PRAYER 
Supplies: Emoji Prayer Cards (8 sick cards, 8 sad cards, 8 scared cards), Pen or marker (1) 
 
Directions: Spread the Emoji Prayer Cards in the middle of the group. When it’s their turn, each 
child can pick one of the three cards (sick, sad, or scared) that best describes how they’re 
feeling. As each child chooses, write their name on the card and a brief description of why they 
are sick, sad, or scared. When finished, hand the card back to the child. After all of the children 
have had a turn, lead them in singing the first verse to “Jesus Loves Me.” While singing, pass 
the cards in one direction from person to person around the circle. When the chorus is finished, 
stop passing. Everyone should then have someone else’s card. Tell the children to take that 
card home as a reminder to pray for that child throughout the week. 
 
“Jesus Loves Me” 
Jesus loves me, this I know. 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong. 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me. (3x) 
The Bible tells me so. 
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PRAYER CHAIN (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Paper chain strips (5 per child), stapler (1) 
 
Directions: Give each child 5 strips of paper. Help them loop and staple the strips together to 
form a chain with 5 links. When everyone is finished, have the children slip the chains onto their 
wrists. Then, following the story points below, reenact the story: 
 
• Let’s lay down like Peter and pretend to sleep. 
• An angel poked Peter in the side and woke him up. Let’s all wake up. 
• Suddenly, the chains fell off of Peter. Let’s drop our chains to the ground. 
• The angel said, “Get up! Follow me!” Let’s stand up and run in place. 
• Peter passed one guard. He passed two guards. Let’s run very quietly. 
• Oh no! There’s a gate. Let’s stop running. 
• The gate opened by itself! It’s a miracle! Let’s run to our friend’s house. 
• We made it! We can stop running now. 

 
Say: Peter was in BIG trouble, so his church friends prayed for him. Jesus heard their prayers 
and helped Peter escape. We can be just like Peter’s friends. We can pray for our friends at 
church too. 
 
Directions: Ask the children if they need prayer for anything, then lead the children in praying 
for each other. 
 
 
OVER UNDER RACE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Ball or balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Where two (hold up two fingers) or three (hold up three fingers) people gather (alternate hands 
as if inviting kids towards you) in my name, I am there with them (give yourself a hug).” Matthew 
18:20 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the verse together until the children can remember it. When ready, divide 
the children into two groups. Have the children in one group line up, single-file, facing the same 
direction with about 12-inches of space between each child. Give the ball or balloon to the child 
in the front of the line. Have that child pass the ball with both hands over their head to the child 
behind them. The child behind them must receive the ball with both hands and pass it 
under/between their legs to the child behind them. Each child must alternate between passing 
the ball over their head and under their legs until it reaches the end of the line.  
 
At the same time, the other group must recite the Bible verse aloud with hand motions while the 
first group is passing the ball. If they can recite the entire verse before the ball reaches the end 
of the line, they win the round. Have the groups switch roles and repeat. Continue playing 
rounds for as long as interest allows.  
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WIGGLE FREEZE (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: None 
 
Directions: Tell the children that when you say, “Wiggle,” they can move and wiggle in 
whatever way they want, but when you say, “Freeze,” they have to stop and remain totally still 
until someone is caught moving. Begin by repeatedly saying “Wiggle” for as long as you would 
like, then say “Freeze!” The children will freeze in place. Watch closely to see which child moves 
first. Whichever child moves first, ask that child what happened first in today’s Bible story. (They 
don’t have to tell the whole story, just the first part.) If necessary, allow the other children to 
help. When finished, begin saying “Wiggle” again and repeat the above instructions. For each 
additional round, ask the child who moves first to tell what happened next in the story. Continue 
playing until the whole story has been told. 
 
 
I CAN PRAY (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), markers or crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of one of their friends at 
church. When finished, have the children show their drawing and tell the group who their friend 
is. 
 
Say: In today’s Bible story, Peter’s church friends prayed for Peter. Jesus heard their prayers 
and helped Peter escape from jail. We can pray for our friends at church too. How could you 
pray for the friend in your drawing? 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking Jesus for 
giving us friends at church. Use the children’s suggestions to pray for the friends in their 
drawings. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: If you were Peter, would you have been surprised when the angel showed up and 
made your chains fall off? Why or why not? 
 
Question: Peter’s friends prayed for him. Who are your friends at church? How could you pray 
for them? 
 


