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3, 2, 1…Freeze! 
The Believers Share their Stuff 
 

 

 
 

 
If you are reading this, it means you are involved at some level in your church, serving 

your children’s ministry. Thank you for your investment in your church! You are an integral part 
of an organization designed by God that has brought life change for over 2,000 years. You’ve 
carved out time, designated energy, and put aside distractions so you could be part of the 
community of Christ this weekend. In this day and age, that is increasingly hard to do. 

So, why are you doing it? What is so compelling about the local church? My guess is 
that at some point and at some level, you have experienced Jesus’ declaration that “when two 
or three are gathered in my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 18:20). Maybe you felt peace 
and comfort as you were held up in prayer. Perhaps you felt the energy and adrenaline of 
Christ-followers making an impact in the community. You may have been led to the feet of 
Jesus through worship and teaching. There is power in gathering together to worship our Lord. 

So again, thank you! Thank you for creating a loving environment for the children in your 
ministry. You are giving them a tangible example of what community with other believers looks 
like. 
  
 
Rebecca Crews  
GO! Team Member 

BIG IDEA: I can share with people at church. 

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37 

KEY VERSE: “Where two or three people gather in my name, I am there 
with them.” Matthew 18:20 
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Managing Small Group Materials 
 
As you’re probably aware, GO! small group activities often utilize a variety of materials. From 
paper to ping pong balls, there are any number of items that you might have to juggle while 
keeping your kids engaged. Here are some tips to help keep you from dropping the ball: 
 
Be prepared. If you’re reading the small group lesson for the first time while seated with a 
group of wide-eyed kids, you might be in for a wild ride. Always read the lesson before arriving 
and have a plan for when and how you’ll incorporate the accompanying materials.  
 
Take inventory of your materials when you arrive. No one’s perfect, and occasionally you 
might be missing a material or there might not be enough materials for the number of kids you 
have. Take inventory as soon as you arrive so that you can catch mistakes early.    
 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Sometimes the materials might look slightly different 
from how you imagined when you were reading the lesson at home. Take a look at the materials 
when you first arrive so there are no surprises during group time.  
 
Don’t reveal the materials too early. Kids can be easily distracted. Often, if you reveal or hand 
out materials too soon, the kids will become more interested in the material and miss your 
instructions. Fully deliver your instructions before handing out the materials. If necessary, pull 
out just one set of materials for demonstration purposes.  
 
Let the kids help you. If there are papers or other materials that need to be given to each kid in 
the group, put the kids to work. They love helping! Choose one or two kids and let them hand 
materials to the rest of the group.  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
UH OH PLAY DOUGH 
Supplies: Play dough, plastic knife (4–5)  
 
Directions: Invite a small number of children to have a play dough dinner party. Split all of the 
play dough evenly among the children. Tell the children to create their favorite food using the 
play dough. As the children are creating, invite another child to join you. When they arrive, say 
“Uh oh, our new friend doesn’t have any play dough!” Ask the other children if they would be 
willing to share. Continue inviting new children one at a time and encouraging the others to 
share. When finished creating the food, have a pretend dinner party. Encourage the children to 
cut off pieces of their play dough food and share it with the others. 
 
Say: You kids did a great job sharing with each other. In just a little bit, we’re going to hear a 
true Bible story about some people who were also great at sharing! We’re going to learn that we 
can share with people at church. 
 
Question: Can you tell me about a time when you shared something? What was it? Who did 
you share with? 
 
 

  

After the large group story time is over, help the children transition into the small group activity 
time. There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big 
Idea, discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible 
reading. Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
EASTER EGG MIX UP 
Supplies: Easter eggs (1 per child) 
 
Preparation: Ahead of time, take the Easter eggs apart and randomly mix up the colors so that 
the top is a different color than the bottom. 
 
Directions: Give each child a mismatched Easter egg. Say, “Uh oh! The colors on our eggs are 
all mixed up!” Tell the children they have to make their egg all one color. Tell them to find 
another child who has the color they’re looking for. When they find that child, they must say, for 
example, “Hi! My name is Lincoln. Would you share your green egg with me?” They can then 
trade the color they don’t need for the color they do need. (They’ll have to be careful, though. If 
they get two green bottoms, they won’t fit together.) When they’ve found a top and bottom that 
match, have them assemble the egg and sit down. Continue until every child has assembled a 
matching egg. 
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Say: You did a great job sharing! In our story for today, the believers shared everything they 
had with one another. They shared their food, their toys, and their money. We can share with 
people at church too! When we share our stuff, everybody has what they need! 
 
Question: What could you share with your friends at church? 
 
 
IT’S A WHATSIT (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Offering basket (1 per group) 
 
Directions: Show the children the offering basket, but don’t tell them what it is yet. Begin by 
saying, “This is a Whatsit. What’s a Whatsit? Whatever you want it to be.” Then say, for 
example, “I want it to be a steering wheel.” Then hold it up and turn it as if it were a steering 
wheel. Next, pass the basket to any child who wants a turn. Challenge them to come up with as 
many creative ideas for how they can use the “Whatsit.” (If they need help, you might suggest 
the following: a hat, a shield, a cereal bowl, a Frisbee, a giant cookie, etc.) Continue until every 
child has had a turn. 
 
Say: Wow—those were some really creative ideas! But let me tell you what the Whatsit really is. 
This is an offering basket. Here’s how you use it. (Briefly explain to the children how offering is 
collected at your church.) Our moms and dads share their money with the church, then the 
church shares it with people who need help, just like the believers in our story did! Let’s pretend 
like we’re the mommies and daddies putting money in the basket. (Pass the basket around the 
circle. Encourage the children to pretend like they’re putting money in it.) 
 
Question: How do you think our church could use the money to help people? 
 
 
OVER UNDER RACE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Ball or balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Where two (hold up two fingers) or three (hold up three fingers) people gather (alternate hands 
as if inviting kids towards you) in my name, I am there with them (give yourself a hug).” Matthew 
18:20 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the verse together until the children can remember it. When ready, divide 
the children into two groups. Have the children in one group line up, single-file, facing the same 
direction with about one foot in-between each child. Give the ball or balloon to the child in the 
front of the line. Have that child pass the ball with both hands over their head to the child behind 
them. The child behind them must receive the ball with both hands and pass it under/between 
their legs to the child behind them. Each child must alternate between passing the ball over their 
head and under their legs until it reaches the end of the line.  
 
At the same time, the other group must recite the Bible verse aloud with hand motions while the 
first group is passing the ball. If they can recite the entire verse before the ball reaches the end 
of the line, they win the round. Have the groups switch roles and repeat. Continue playing 
rounds for as long as interest allows.  
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WIGGLE FREEZE (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: None 
 
Directions: Tell the children that when you say, “Wiggle,” they can move and wiggle in 
whatever way they want, but when you say, “Freeze,” they have to stop and remain totally still 
until someone is caught moving. Begin by repeatedly saying “Wiggle” for as long as you would 
like, then say “Freeze!” The children will freeze in place. Watch closely to see which child moves 
first. Whichever child moves first, ask that child what happened first in today’s Bible story. (They 
don’t have to tell the whole story, just the first part.) If necessary, allow the other children to 
help. When finished, begin saying “Wiggle” again and repeat the above instructions. For each 
additional round, ask the child who moves first to tell what happened next in the story. Continue 
playing until the whole story has been told. 
 
 
I CAN SHARE (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), markers or crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of something they can 
share with their friends at church. When finished, have the children show their drawing and tell 
about it. 
 
Say: In today’s Bible story, the believers shared everything they had with each other. We can 
share with people at church too! Let’s say a prayer to Jesus and tell Him about the things we 
want to share. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by asking Jesus to help 
the children share with one another. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: If you owned a field like Barnabas, would it be easy or hard for you to sell it and give 
away all of the money? Why? 
 
Question: Is there anything you have a hard time sharing? Why do you think it’s so hard to 
share sometimes? 
 
 
 


