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The Big Build 
God’s Story in Our Life 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
My husband and I recently had lunch with some dear friends. We had just come from church and 

we were talking about the thought-provoking service on the Bible’s credibility. Our conversation soon 
turned to some of our mutual friends who are not Christ-followers. We talked about our struggles with how 
to openly share our faith with these people we care about. What if we mess up? What if we miss an 
opportunity? What if what we say is a turn-off? 

As we ate more nachos and wrestled through this, we realized a few things. First, we can relax! 
The Holy Spirit is with us. If we ask for guidance, we’ll find it. We can also relax knowing that we have 
built trust and a relational bond with our friends. That goes a long way! 

Second, we need to create opportunities for faith conversations to happen. The environment 
matters! My friend might not ask me a question about Jesus while we’re at a party, but she might if just 
the two of us are on a walk. 

Third, we need to be prepared to answer the big questions. Why do I believe in God? Why do I 
believe Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life? At one church I worked at, the staff was told (on the spot) 
to share the 2-minute version of their faith stories. What a great exercise! Our stories help to answer 
those big questions. If you are a Christ-follower, then God has invited you to be a part of His big story of 
love and redemption. Not only are you a part of His story, His story is a part of you. And you are the one 
who must own telling the story of God’s love and redemption in your life.  

As you prepare to lead the kids this week, practice your 2-minute faith story. Say it out loud or 
write it down. Be ready to share it because you never know when a kid (or an adult for that matter) might 
need to hear why you believe in God. 
 

 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member  

BIG IDEA: God’s story of love and redemption continues today 
through the lives of His children. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 John 3:1-10 

KEY VERSE: “How great is the love the Father has given us so freely! 
Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1a (NIrV) 
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Gestures: Get Your Hands in the Game 
 
For some people, using their hands while talking comes quite naturally. In fact, we probably all know 
someone who talks so much with their hands you might wonder if they’ve made up their own version of 
sign language. For others, not so much. Your hands hang like dead weights as if they were anchors 
keeping you from floating into space. Regardless of where you fall on the spectrum, harnessing the 
communication power of your hands is very important. If you use them well, they’ll grab the interest of 
your audience and reinforce your message. On the other hand (pun intended), if you don’t have 
command of your hands, they can betray your message. Here are a few tips to help put your hands to 
work:  

Recognize the communication power of your hands: Wrap your brain around this: your hands are 
always communicating. It is impossible not to say something with your hands (or any of your body, for that 
matter). The sooner you grasp this, the sooner you can begin making them say what you want.  
 
Avoid distracting gestures: There are certain gestures that can distract the audience and betray your 
message. Hands hanging low, hands in pockets, hands on hips, and arms crossed can communicate 
disinterest or nervousness.  
 
Make your hands match your mouth: If you’re telling kids how exciting God’s Word is, but you have 
your hands in your pockets, your hands are betraying your message. Your mouth is saying “exciting,” but 
your hands are saying “boring.” Choose gestures that match and strengthen your message. 
 
Be spontaneous: For a lot of people, their hands naturally reflect their inner thoughts and emotions. The 
more comfortable you are with your audience, the more your hands will “speak.” So, relax and let them go 
to work!  
 
Be intentional: Spontaneity is great, but sometimes you need to be intentional about the gestures you 
make. Look through your next lesson. Choose one or two places to use an intentional gesture. During an 
intense moment of battle, you might clench your fists. When you’re telling the kids about God’s enormous 
love for them, you might spread your hands far apart. Decide what you want to do and practice ahead of 
time. 
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Think about some of the most popular toys ever—Legos®, Lincoln Logs®, Building Blocks. These are 
classic and timeless toys! Why? Because people have always enjoyed building things. During “The Big 
Build” series, kids will have a chance to put their building skills to use while they hear stories about how 
God used ordinary people to build the early Church.  
 

• Place the “Bonkers Button” on a small table (or something similar) where kids can press it. 
• When the “Bonkers Button” is hit, it should appear to set the video spinner in motion. Practice 

advancing the media ahead of time so that it looks like the button set it in motion.  
• Set up a marker board or paper pad with marker in the teaching area to keep track of scores. 
• Optional: Place a flashlight in the teaching area for kids to use while sharing their stories. If doing 

this option, provide a flashlight for each small group. Test the flashlight to make sure it works. 
You may want to have spare batteries available as a back-up. See the “God’s Story in Our Life” 
section of the Large Group lesson for further details.  

• Have an upbeat worship song on cue for kids to have a dance party during the celebration 
activity. 
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CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
THE BIG BUILD INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome to our very last week of “The Big Build.” Today we’ll 
be learning that God’s story isn’t finished yet. God’s story of love and redemption still goes on today and 
He’s so bonkers-in-love with us that He wants us to be a part of it. 
 
Hey—speaking of bonkers, instead of building today, we’re going to play an off-the-wall, super crazy 
game called “That’s Bonkers!” The game is going to test you to see how much of God’s story you know. 
Here’s how it’s going to work… 
 

Ask the kids what they want the “Bonkers Action” to be. It should be something silly and 
off-the-wall. The “Bonkers Action” will be used later in the game when the spinner lands 
on the “Bonkers” space. Next, divide kids into 2, 3, or 4 teams (depending on the number 
of kids in your room). Choose a team to go first and invite that team to stand up. Select 
one kid from the team to hit the Bonkers Button. When the button is hit, advance your 
media to the “Video Spinner” cue. When the spinner stops, it will reveal an acting style 
such as slow-motion or ninja style. Once the acting style is revealed, advance the slide to 
the multiple choice question. After conferring with one another, the team will have to give 
their answer using the given style. (For example, say the answer in slow motion.) When 
an answer has been given, advance the slide to show the correct answer. Award each 
correct answer with 1000 points. If the video spinner stops on the “Bonkers” space, all of 
the kids in the room have to perform the pre-determined “Bonkers Action.” The spinning 
team must then sit down and will receive no points for that turn. 

 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY REVIEW GAME 
VDO_1: PLAY “Video Spinner: Squeaky Mouse style.”  
CG: In the beginning, God created a perfect world. What did God create on day one? 
 

A. Animals and people 
B. Sky and water 
C. Light and dark 
D. Dry ground and plants 

 
VDO_2: PLAY “Video Spinner: Slow Motion style.”  
CG: Which tree in the Garden of Eden did God tell Adam and Eve they could NOT eat 

from?  
 

A. Tree of Truth 
B. Tree of Unlimited Power 
C. Tree of Everlasting Life 
D. Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
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VDO_3: PLAY “Video Spinner: Old Granny style.”  
CG: Which of these things did NOT happen after Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate 

from the tree? 
 

A. Adam and Eve hid from God 
B. Adam and Eve were never allowed to leave the garden 
C. God’s relationship with people was broken 
D. Adam and Eve were ashamed to be naked 

 
VDO_4: PLAY “Video Spinner: Silly Robot style.”  
CG: God chose a man named Abraham to help rescue His people from sin. What did 

God promise to Abraham?  
 

A. A family as numerous as the stars in the sky 
B. Incredible riches and power 
C. A family as numerous as the fish in the sea 
D. A jelly donut 

 
VDO_5: PLAY “Video Spinner: Angry Giant style.”  
CG: Abraham’s family, the Israelites, eventually became slaves in Egypt. Which of 

these plagues did God NOT use to free them?  
 

A. Snakes 
B. Frogs 
C. Gnats 
D. Darkness 

 
VDO_6: PLAY “Video Spinner: Under Water style.”  
CG: God sent messages to the Israelites through the prophets. What were the 

messages about? 
 

A. The coming Savior 
B. Turning back towards God 
C. A giant flood is coming 
D. Both A and B 

 
VDO_7: PLAY “Video Spinner: Valley Girl style.”  
CG: After 400 years of silence, the prophecies came true. Jesus, the Savior of the 

world, was born in what town? 
 

A. Nazareth 
B. Bethlehem 
C. Jerusalem 
D. Capernaum 

 
VDO_8: PLAY “Video Spinner: Hyper Active style.”  
CG: Jesus lived a perfect life without sin. What else did Jesus do while He was alive? 
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A. Perform miracles 
B. Teach people to live God’s way 
C. Call people to follow Him 
D. All of the above 

 
VDO_9: PLAY “Video Spinner: Super Sleepy style.”  
CG: Even though Jesus was perfect, He died on the cross to take away our sins. How 

many days later did He rise from the dead? 
 

A. One 
B. Two 
C. Three 
D. Four 

 
VDO_10: PLAY “Video Spinner: Bonkers.”  
 
(Encourage kids to perform the pre-selected “Bonkers Action.” Have the spinning team sit down.) 
 
VDO_11: PLAY “Video Spinner: Slithering Snake style.”  
CG: After Jesus returned to Heaven, more and more people became believers. What did 

the believers NOT do together?  
 

A. Keep quiet about their faith 
B. Share everything they had 
C. Break bread and eat together 
D. Study what the apostles taught 

 
VDO_12: PLAY “Video Spinner: Really Whiny style.”  
CG: Peter and John used the name of Jesus to miraculously heal a man outside of the 

temple gates. What was wrong with the man?  
 

A. He couldn’t see 
B. He couldn’t hear 
C. He couldn’t walk 
D. He couldn’t speak 

 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Big Bible Story review, count up the points and announce a winner. 
Next, have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss the following questions: 
What do you think the Big Bible Story teaches us about God? How do you think 
you can be a part of God’s big story? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to 
the teaching area.  

 
CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
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WE CAN BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD 
(Hold hands apart with fingers spread.) Isn’t it so cool how all of the stories in the Bible fit together 
(interlace fingers) to tell one Big Bible Story about God’s love for us? In fact, God is so bonkers-in-love 
with us that He calls us His own children. Seriously! Let me show you in the Bible. (Have kids turn in their 
Bibles to 1 John 3:1a. Younger kids may need more time and assistance in finding the verse. When 
ready, choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself as the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “How great is the love the Father has given us so freely! Now we can be called 

children of God.” 1 John 3:1a 
 
When we become followers of Jesus, God calls us His own children. And when you’re a child of God, 
(point up) God’s story becomes a part of (point to kids) your story. When we tell other people about our 
lives, we can’t help but share with them how Jesus has changed us. In fact, we’re going to practice 
sharing those stories with one another right now.  
 
CG:  “God’s Story in Our Life” graphic 
Lights:  (Optional) Dim room lights 
 
GOD’S STORY IN OUR LIFE 
 

Ask kids to turn towards their small group leader and other kids in their small group for 
this one. This will help the kids share their stories with one other instead of just sharing 
them with you. When ready, ask the kids to take turns sharing the following two things: 
#1. If you’ve already become a follower of Jesus and you have Him in your heart, when 
and how did it happen? #2: How is your life different because of Jesus? Consider sharing 
your answer to those questions too. When finished, ask if any kids still want to ask 
questions about Jesus before deciding to follow Him. Let the kids continue sharing one at 
a time for as long as it holds their interest or for as long as time allows. (Optional: dim the 
room lights in order to create a more intimate environment. As each kid shares, have 
them shine a flashlight on their face. Tell the kids it reminds us of how Jesus’ light shines 
in our life.) 

 
What amazing stories! God is doing such incredible things in your lives! When I hear stories like that, it 
makes me realize how much we have to celebrate. In fact, that’s exactly what we should do—let’s 
celebrate!  
 
CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
 
CELEBRATION! 
 
DANCE PARTY: Play an upbeat praise song or a popular contemporary Christian song and encourage 
the kids to have a dance party.  
 
 

Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of giving and allow kids to worship God through 
tithing.   


