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The Big Build 
Peter and John Before the Council 
 

 
 

 

 
I’ve been driving the same car since high school. My wife and I went on dates in this car. I 

commuted to my first four jobs in this car. I drove my first child to daycare in this car. It easily has over 
150,000 miles on it. And like all older cars, it has its quirks—the most problematic of which is its failure to 
“ding.” You know—the sound cars make when a door has been left open, the keys are still in the ignition, 
or the headlights have been left on.  

Every so often I’ll leave for work while it’s still dark, but arrive after the sun has risen. Because it’s 
now light outside and my car’s “dinger” is dead, it’s easy to forget that the headlights are still on. As you 
could probably guess, at the end of my workday, I return to a car with a dead battery. So, I walk back 
inside, grab the portable jumper that lives in the facilities closet, hook it up to connection points, and begin 
the process of bringing my car back to life. The only thing that will make my battery work again is power 
from another source. I could scream at my car, honk its horn and kick the tires. But nothing would 
happen. The same can be said about our souls. We are made alive through an outside power—the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul, in his letter to the Church in Rome, puts it this way, “We are made alive through the same 
Spirit that raised Christ from the dead.” The life God’s Spirit gives us is not just the eternal kind. God’s 
Spirit breathes life into us on a daily basis. Just look at some of the ways God’s Spirit gives us life:  

 
Have anxiety? The Spirit gives us the ability to trust God. (Psalm 63:8) 
Overwhelming temptation? The Spirit gives us a way out and a means to obedience. (Rom 8:2) 
Crushing fear? God gives us a Spirit of power, love, and self-control. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 

As you prepare to lead this week, read Acts 3:1-4:22. Remember that it was by the power of the 
Holy Spirit that Peter & John healed the lame man. It was the Holy Spirit that gave Peter the guts to 
speak to the crowds in Solomon’s Portico. And it was because Peter and John were filled with the Holy 
Spirit that the Jewish Council was astonished. The Holy Spirit directs, protects, and guides. Invite Him to 
be a part of your group this week. 

 
John Garrison                
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to boldly tell others 
about Jesus.    

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 3:1-4:22 

KEY VERSE: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you. And you will be my witnesses from one end of the 
earth to the other.”  Acts 1:8 a,c 
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Gestures: Get Your Hands in the Game 
 
For some people, using their hands while talking comes quite naturally. In fact, we probably all know 
someone who talks so much with their hands you might wonder if they’ve made up their own version of 
sign language. For others, not so much. Your hands hang like dead weights as if they were anchors 
keeping you from floating into space. Regardless of where you fall on the spectrum, harnessing the 
communication power of your hands is very important. If you use them well, they’ll grab the interest of 
your audience and reinforce your message. On the other hand (pun intended), if you don’t have 
command of your hands, they can betray your message. Here are a few tips to help put your hands to 
work:  

Recognize the communication power of your hands: Wrap your brain around this: your hands are 
always communicating. It is impossible not to say something with your hands (or any of your body, for that 
matter). The sooner you grasp this, the sooner you can begin making them say what you want.  
 
Avoid distracting gestures: There are certain gestures that can distract the audience and betray your 
message. Hands hanging low, hands in pockets, hands on hips, and arms crossed can communicate 
disinterest or nervousness.  
 
Make your hands match your mouth: If you’re telling kids how exciting God’s Word is, but you have 
your hands in your pockets, your hands are betraying your message. Your mouth is saying “exciting,” but 
your hands are saying “boring.” Choose gestures that match and strengthen your message. 
 
Be spontaneous: For a lot of people, their hands naturally reflect their inner thoughts and emotions. The 
more comfortable you are with your audience, the more your hands will “speak.” So, relax and let them go 
to work!  
 
Be intentional: Spontaneity is great, but sometimes you need to be intentional about the gestures you 
make. Look through your next lesson. Choose one or two places to use an intentional gesture. During an 
intense moment of battle, you might clench your fists. When you’re telling the kids about God’s enormous 
love for them, you might spread your hands far apart. Decide what you want to do and practice ahead of 
time. 
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Think about some of the most popular toys ever—Legos®, Lincoln Logs®, Building Blocks. These are 
classic and timeless toys! Why? Because people have always enjoyed building things. During “The Big 
Build” series, kids will have a chance to put their building skills to use while they hear stories about how 
God used ordinary people to build the early Church.  
 

• For each kid, cut an 8½ x 11 sheet of paper long-ways into 6 strips. (Each strip should be 11 
inches long. See the cutting template in the Resource Folder for reference.) Make the strips 
available to the small group leaders during the large group lesson. You might elect to have the 
kids cut the strips themselves, but be aware that it will take longer.  

• Create one set of paper chains ahead of time. To do this, loop a strip of paper into a circle and 
tape or staple the ends together. Make sure that each loop is interlocking with the next. Place the 
sample set of paper chains in the teaching area. 

• Place a black marker in the teaching area near the paper chains. Use the marker to write “fears” 
on the links during the lesson.  

• Find or create a small pouch or bag. Place 10–15 coins in the pouch. There should be enough 
coins so that they jingle when you shake the pouch.   

• Place a Bible near the teaching area. 
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CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
THE BIG BUILD INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome to “The Big Build.” So far you have been totally 
rocking the construction scene! Best of all, you’ve been learning all about how God built the early church 
while you do it. We’re not finished quite yet, though. I have one more “Big Build” challenge for you. If 
you’re ready for it, I want you to chant “Big Build.” Are you ready? (Get the kids chanting “Big Build” over 
and over.) Alright! I think you’re ready! 
 

Direct kids to turn to their small groups. Instruct the leaders to give each kid 6 strips of paper. 
Using the strips of paper and some tape or a stapler, have each kid build a set of chains for 
themselves. To do this, loop a strip of paper into a circle and tape or staple the ends together. 
Make sure that each loop is interlocking with the next. For younger kids, encourage leaders to 
provide assistance as needed. Have a completed set of chains to show the kids as an example. 
Give kids 5 minutes to complete their chains. VDO: Play “Big Build five-minute countdown.”  

 
Nice job! Hold onto your chains quietly, because you’ll need them later on during the Big Bible Story. Let’s 
take a look at the story. (Move to Bible and open.) 
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—PETER AND JOHN BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
In the beginning of the Church, God used disciples like Peter and John to tell people about Jesus. 
Unfortunately, at that time people could get into big trouble for talking about Jesus. I don’t mean just a 
time out in the corner. I’m talking about jail and maybe even death. Do you think that stopped Peter and 
John, though? (Kids respond.) No way! 
 
One day, when Peter and John were going to the Jewish temple to pray, they passed by a beggar who 
was crippled—that means his legs didn’t work. (Choose a kid to lie on the ground in front of the teaching 
area. Give him a small bag of coins to shake.) The beggar wanted money, but Peter had something WAY 
better for him. (Turn toward “crippled man.” Place your hand on his head and speak the next line to him.) 
Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ, get up and walk.”  
 
(Stay in place, but face toward audience.) Hold up—time out! I need everyone to show me your most 
shocked, horrified face! (Make horrified face with kids.) Did you hear what Peter just said? He said, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ!” But Peter was standing right outside of the Jewish temple. Why is this a problem? 
(Take responses.) That’s right—the Jewish leaders would NOT be okay with Peter talking about Jesus. 
They didn’t believe that Jesus was the Savior. But that didn’t stop Peter.  
 
CG:  “Peter Healing the Beggar” illustration 
 
(Face towards “crippled man.”) As soon as Peter said these words, the beggar jumped to his feet and 
began to walk! (Instruct kid to jump to his feet and walk.) He couldn’t believe it! He was shocked and 
began jumping and praising God! (Instruct kid to jump around and praise God.) A huge crowd of people 
saw what had happened and began to gather around. They were amazed at what they saw. So, what do 
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you think Peter and John did next? Do you think they just quietly snuck away so they wouldn’t get in 
trouble? (Kids respond.) No way! Instead, Peter and John told all the people how the power of Jesus had 
healed this man and how the power of Jesus could heal all of their sins.  
 
(Walk towards your set of paper chains.) When the Jewish leaders heard about what Peter and John 
were saying, they weren’t too happy. In fact, they had the temple guards arrest Peter and John and throw 
them in jail! (Tell the kids to put their chains on like handcuffs as if they’re Peter and John. Put chains on 
yourself as well. Have the kids hold their chained hands high in the air.) Bummer dude! Do you think the 
chains were going to stop Peter and John from talking about Jesus? (Kids respond.) No way! 
 
The next day, Peter and John were brought before the temple priests. (Walk with chained hands in front 
of you to a different part of teaching area.) One priest asked them, “By what power or what name did you 
heal this man?” The Bible says that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit as he answered the question. 
Listen to what he said.  
 

Open your Bible to Acts 4:10 and read aloud. It says, “Then listen to this, you and all the 
people of Israel! You nailed Jesus Christ of Nazareth to the cross. But God raised him 
from the dead. It is through Jesus’ name that this man stands healed in front of you.” 

 
The priests warned Peter and John to never speak the name of Jesus again. Do you think Peter and John 
agreed to that? No way! But the priests were afraid of how the crowd might react if they punished Peter 
and John, so they let them go anyway. (Tell kids to take off their chains.) When Peter and John left, they 
continued telling everyone about Jesus. Nothing could stop them from sharing the good news—not even 
the threat of prison (hold up chains to illustrate.). 
 
CG:  “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: If you were Peter or John, do you think you would have been 
able to speak so boldly about Jesus? Why or why not? Why do you think they were 
able to be so brave? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. 
You may want to ask the kids for some of their answers. 

 
CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES US POWER 
Can you believe how bold John and Peter were? All they needed to do to get out of jail was to stop talking 
about Jesus, but they wouldn’t do it. It’s because of their bravery and the bravery of so many other 
Christians that the good news of Jesus spread around the world. But where do you think they got their 
bravery from? (Take answers.) In the Bible, it says that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Holy Spirit helps us in a lot of ways—He guides us, He comforts us, He helps us to pray. But more 
than that, the Holy Spirit gives us the power to share the good news of Jesus with the world. In fact, that’s 
what our Bible verse for today says. Let’s take a look together. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to 
Acts 1:8. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and assistance in finding the verse. When ready, 
choose a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while the kids follow along.)  
 
CG:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. And you will be my 

witnesses from one end of the earth to the other.” Acts 1:8 
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BREAKING THE CHAINS OF FEAR 
Not only does God ask us to tell others about Jesus, He gives us His Holy Spirit to help. Let me ask you, 
though, does it sometimes make you a little nervous to tell someone about Jesus? (Kids respond.) I’ll be 
honest—it does for me. Why do you think that is?  
 

Take answers from kids. As the kids share, write an abbreviated version of their answer 
on each link to your chain. Be prepared to offer suggestions of your own. When finished, 
put the chains on your hands. Encourage the kids to put their chains on as well.   

 
Sometimes fear can feel like chains that keep us from telling others about Jesus. We might be afraid 
that… (Repeat some of the fears on your chain as you point each link out.) But God didn’t give us a Spirit 
of fear. Just like He did for Peter and John, God gives us the Spirit of power—power to break the chains 
of fear and tell others about Jesus. (Break out of your chains. Encourage the kids to do the same.)  
 
Our mission is to tell others about Jesus so they can have a friendship with Him and have the free gift of 
eternal life with God. We can’t let fears keep us chained up! Ask the Holy Spirit for courage so you can 
boldly tell others about Jesus. In fact, let’s do that together right now.  
 

Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of giving and allow kids to worship God through 
tithing.   
 

CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
  
 

 


