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The Big Build 
The Believers Form a Community 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
If you are reading this, it means you are involved at some level in your church serving your 

children’s ministry. Thank you for your investment in your church! You are an integral part of an 
organization designed by God that has brought life change for over 2,000 years. You’ve carved out time, 
designated energy, and put aside distractions so you could be part of the community of Christ this 
weekend. In this day and age, that is increasingly hard to do. 

So, why are you doing it? What is so compelling about the local church? My guess is that at some 
point and at some level, you have experienced Jesus’ declaration that “when two or three are gathered in 
my name, there I am with them” (Matthew 18:20). Maybe you felt peace and comfort as you were held up 
in prayer. Perhaps you felt the energy and adrenaline of Christ-followers making an impact in the 
community. You may have been led to the feet of Jesus through worship and teaching. There is power in 
gathering together to worship our Lord. 

So again, thank you! Thank you for creating a loving environment for the children in your ministry. 
You are giving them a tangible example of what community with other believers looks like.  
  
 
Rebecca Crews  
GO! Team Member 
 
   

BIG IDEA: God wants us to share our life with other believers.   

BIBLE BASIS: Acts 2:42-47 

KEY VERSE: “All the believers were together. They shared everything 
they had.” Acts 2:44 (NIrV) 
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Gestures: Get Your Hands in the Game 
 
For some people, using their hands while talking comes quite naturally. In fact, we probably all know 
someone who talks so much with their hands you might wonder if they’ve made up their own version of 
sign language. For others, not so much. Your hands hang like dead weights as if they were anchors 
keeping you from floating into space. Regardless of where you fall on the spectrum, harnessing the 
communication power of your hands is very important. If you use them well, they’ll grab the interest of 
your audience and reinforce your message. On the other hand (pun intended), if you don’t have 
command of your hands, they can betray your message. Here are a few tips to help put your hands to 
work:  

Recognize the communication power of your hands: Wrap your brain around this: your hands are 
always communicating. It is impossible not to say something with your hands (or any of your body, for that 
matter). The sooner you grasp this, the sooner you can begin making them say what you want.  
 
Avoid distracting gestures: There are certain gestures that can distract the audience and betray your 
message. Hands hanging low, hands in pockets, hands on hips, and arms crossed can communicate 
disinterest or nervousness.  
 
Make your hands match your mouth: If you’re telling kids how exciting God’s Word is, but you have 
your hands in your pockets, your hands are betraying your message. Your mouth is saying “exciting,” but 
your hands are saying “boring.” Choose gestures that match and strengthen your message. 
 
Be spontaneous: For a lot of people, their hands naturally reflect their inner thoughts and emotions. The 
more comfortable you are with your audience, the more your hands will “speak.” So, relax and let them go 
to work!  
 
Be intentional: Spontaneity is great, but sometimes you need to be intentional about the gestures you 
make. Look through your next lesson. Choose one or two places to use an intentional gesture. During an 
intense moment of battle, you might clench your fists. When you’re telling the kids about God’s enormous 
love for them, you might spread your hands far apart. Decide what you want to do and practice ahead of 
time. 
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Think about some of the most popular toys ever—Legos®, Lincoln Logs®, Building Blocks. These are 
classic and timeless toys! Why? Because people have always enjoyed building things. During “The Big 
Build” series, kids will have a chance to put their building skills to use while they hear stories about how 
God used ordinary people to build the early Church.  
 

• Place a large number of disposable cups in the teaching area for building a wall. The more cups 
you have, the bigger the wall will be.  

• Put a tape line down the middle of the room, perpendicular to the teaching area. The line should 
divide the kids into 2 groups.  

• If you want to keep the kids from getting too close to the cup wall during the lesson, you might 
consider placing another tape line on either side of the center line. Tell the kids to sit outside of 
the lines and away from the cup wall.   

• Put strips of masking tape (or other tape you can write on) around 8 tennis balls. Place the tennis 
balls out of sight from the kids in the teaching area. 

• Place a black permanent marker or pen near the tennis balls in the teaching area. The marker will 
be used to write on the balls.  
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CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
THE BIG BUILD INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Welcome back to another week of “The Big Build!” During the “Big Build,” we’re 
looking at true stories about how God built His Church from the Bible. Before we get started, though, I 
have a tricky question for you. Can anyone tell me what the word “Church” means? (Take answers from 
kids. If one of the kids answers correctly, acknowledge it.) A lot of people talk about the Church like it’s a 
building. CG: Church Building with buzzer. But in the Bible, the Church isn’t a building, it’s all the 
people who love and follow Jesus. CG: People with ding. You see—one of the best parts about 
following Jesus is that we get to do it together, with other people.  
 
 CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
 
Speaking of doing things together—I have a building challenge for you all, but you’ll have to work together 
to complete it.  
 

Clear out a space in the center of the room. Place enough cups in the center of the room 
so that all the kids can help build. Tell the kids they need to work together to build a wall 
using the cups. The more cups they have, the bigger they can make the wall. Tell the 
kids to place the base of the wall along the tape line that you laid down ahead of time. 
Allow the kids to build until all the cups are gone or until enough time has passed. When 
finished building, divide the kids so they’re seated on either side of the wall. Be sure 
they’re not too close to the wall so they don’t accidentally knock it down.  

 
Nice job! That is one awesomely cool wall! There’s only one problem with awesomely cool walls. Look at 
what walls do sometimes (motion toward the two groups of kids)—they separate people. Walls keep 
people from being together. In our story for today, though, we’ll get to see how the first believers shared 
life together and knocked those walls down.  
 
CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—THE BELIEVERS FORM A COMMUNITY 
(Move towards Bible and pick it up.) When Jesus finally left this earth, God sent His Holy Spirit to guide 
and help Jesus’ followers. And thanks to the Holy Spirit, 3,000 more people became believers in Jesus. 
That’s a ton of people! Do you know what else the Holy Spirit did? He helped all of those new believers 
share life together. As you listen to the story, try to remember all the things the believers did together.  

 
Tell the kids to open in their Bibles to Acts 2:42-47 and follow along as you read it. For 
younger kids who are still learning to read, you might opt to just have them listen. Tell the 
kids that every time they hear the word “together,” they have to jump to their feet 
as fast as they can, yell “The Big Build,” and then quickly sit down.  
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Acts 2:42-47 says, “The believers studied what the apostles taught. They shared life together. They broke 
bread and ate together. And they prayed. Everyone felt that God was near. The apostles did many 
wonders and miraculous signs. All the believers were together. They shared everything they had. They 
sold what they owned. They gave each other everything they needed. Every day they met together in the 
temple courtyard. In their homes they broke bread and ate together. Their hearts were glad and honest 
and true. They praised God. They were respected by all the people. Every day the Lord added to their 
group those who were being saved.” (NIrV) 
 
CG:  “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups and discuss 
the following questions: Can you remember some of the things the believers did 
together? Why do you think the believers did these things together instead of by 
themselves? After a few minutes, draw their attention back to the teaching area. You 
may want to ask the kids for some of their answers. 

 
CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
 
BREAKING DOWN THE WALLS THAT SEPERATE 
Do you know one of the really cool things about God? God is relational. That means He wants to spend 
time with us and He wants us to spend time with Him. That’s not all, though. Because God is relational, 
he made us relational too. That means we get to share life together with other people who love and follow 
Jesus. Do you remember some of the things the believers did together in our story today? 
 

Take answers from kids. They’re free to turn back into their Bibles if they need to. As they 
recount, write each answer on a piece of tape attached to a tennis ball and toss the ball 
to the person who answered. The answers include: studied together, shared life together, 
broke bread together (communion), ate together, prayed together, shared belongings, 
met together, and praised God together. Hold onto the last ball for yourself. 

 
Can anyone guess what we’re going to do with these balls? (Kids respond.) I think you’re on to 
something! You see—those things that the early believers did together (hold up ball for reference) broke 
down the walls that separated them. 
 

Tell the kids who are holding balls to throw them at the cup wall and knock it down. 
Afterwards, tell the kids there’s one more thing they’re going to do together—clean up the 
cups. Challenge them to stack the cups up as fast as they can.   

 
STANDING STRONG TOGETHER 
It’s okay to read God’s Word alone, or pray alone, or worship alone, but the Bible says that it’s important 
we do these things together with other believers too. Why do you think it helps to do these things 
together? (Take answers.)  Great answers! When we share our life with other believers, it helps us stand 
strong. Let me show you what I mean.  
 

Invite a kid to the teaching area. Tell him to stand with his feet planted together on the 
floor. Challenge him to not take a step in any direction. Once his feet are planted, give 
him a small push until he takes a step. Next, invite another kid to link arms with the first 



10.3 Large Group Lesson | Elementary  
 

© 2018 Mooblio.  All rights reserved.   6 
   

kid and help stabilize him. Push again until they take a step. (You’ll probably have to 
push harder.) Invite 3 more kids to help stabilize. Give one more push. This time, the 
group should be able to easily withstand the push. 

 
Do you see what happened? When the one kid was alone, it was easy to push him over. But when the 
kids were together, they were able to stand strong. That’s how it is in God’s Church. When we learn 
together, pray together, worship together, and care for each other, we can stand strong through anything 
that happens in our life. (Thank your volunteers and dismiss them to their seats.)   
 
In our story today, Jesus’ followers knew they needed each other. Do you remember this verse from our 
story? (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Acts 2:44. Be prepared to give younger kids more time and 
assistance in finding the verse. When ready, choose a kid to read it aloud or read it aloud yourself while 
the kids follow along.)  
 
CG: “All the believers were together. They shared everything they had.” Acts 2:44 
 
Do you see that? All the believers were together! Let’s make a promise that we’ll always be here for each 
other and help each other stand strong. Remember that this is a place where you can share your life with 
other Jesus followers. (For closing prayer, consider huddling together or linking arms to further illustrate 
“togetherness.”) 
 

Close the Large group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of giving and allow kids to worship God through 
tithing.   
 

CG:  “The Big Build” title graphic 
  


