
Ezra 8:1-2 
These are the family heads and the genealogical records of those who returned with me 
from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes: Gershom, from Phinehas’s 
descendants; Daniel, from Ithamar’s descendants; Hattush, from David’s descendants, 
 2 descendants of Aaron the High Priest 
 1 descendant of David, the King 
 12 family heads (vv. 3-14) 

1) Organization & Prioritization: Immediate, urgent AND ultimate 

Ezra 8:15-20 
I gathered them at the river that flows to Ahava, and we camped there for three days. I 
searched among the people and priests, but found no Levites there. Then I summoned 
the leaders ... I sent them to Iddo, the leader at Casiphia, with a message for him and 
his brothers … that they should bring us ministers for the house of our God. Since the 
gracious hand of our God was on us, they brought us Sherebiah—a man of insight from 
the descendants of Mahli, a descendant of Levi son of Israel—along with his sons and 
brothers, 18 men … There were also 220 of the temple servants, who had been 
appointed by David and the leaders for the work of the Levites. All were identified by 
name. 

2) Connection & Preparation: daily decisions to the destination 

Matthew 27:3-4 
Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned, was full of remorse 
and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders. “I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood,” he said. 

Ezra 8:21-23a 
I proclaimed a fast by the Ahava River, so that we might humble ourselves before our 
God and ask Him for a safe journey for us, our dependents, and all our possessions. I 
did this because I was ashamed to ask the king for infantry and cavalry to protect us 
from enemies during the journey, since we had told him, “The hand of our God is 
gracious to all who seek Him, but His fierce anger is against all who abandon Him.”  
So we fasted and pleaded with our God about this … 

Inexplicable Ezra: 
--Fasting before a long journey 
--Humility 
--Not asking for a police escort 
--Emotion of “shame” 

Ezra’s biggest, “weightiest”, dominant concern:  



The Glory of God 

Defined: the greatness, beauty, and perfection of all that God is. 
 “holy” 
 “weight” (v. 22 ! Romans 3:23) 

Isaiah 40:12a 
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand or marked off the heavens with 
the span of his hand? 

Revelation 5:12-13 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered—to receive power and riches and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and blessing.” And then I heard every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and 
honor and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb 
forever and ever.” 

2 Corinthians 4:4 & 3:18 (NLT) 
They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this 
message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God … all of us who 
have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord … 

Revelation of Jesus: Son of God, King, Savior 
 Reconcile 

Redeem 
 Rely (for removal and righteousness) 
 Resurrected 

B: Believe in Jesus: dead, buried & raised 
A: Accept His gift of forgiveness; new life 
S: Switch/surrender from self to Spirit 
E: Express love to God through obedience (1st: baptism) 

Ezra 8:24-27 
I selected twelve of the leading priests … and ten of their brothers. I weighed out to 
them the silver, the gold, and the articles—the contribution for the house of our God that 
the king, his counselors, his leaders, and all the Israelites who were present had 
offered. I weighed out to them 24 tons of silver, silver articles weighing 7,500 pounds, 
7,500 pounds of gold, twenty gold bowls worth a thousand gold coins, and two articles 
of fine gleaming bronze, as valuable as gold.  

Ezra 8:28-29 



Then I said to them, “You are holy to the Lord, and the articles are holy. The silver and 
gold are a freewill offering to the Lord God of your fathers. Guard them carefully until 
you weigh them out in the chambers of the Lord’s house … in Jerusalem.”  

3) When we get this (God’s glory)—or are gripped by it—we will have the 
motivation and the means to be the people Jesus died & rose for us to become. 

Ezra 8:23, 34 
So we fasted and pleaded with our God about this, and He granted our request … 
Everything was verified by number and weight and the total weight was recorded at that 
time. 

Commitment: 
 Commit to consider His glory … 
  

Commit to connect everything to His glory … 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God’s glory. 


