
Why is there an Ezra 9-10? 

Ezra 9:1-2 
{4 months have passed from Ezra 8} 
After these things had been done, the leaders approached me and said: “The people of 
Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from the surrounding 
peoples whose detestable practices are like those of the Canaanites … Indeed, the 
Israelite men have taken some of their daughters as wives (?) for themselves and their 
sons, so that the holy seed has become mixed with the surrounding peoples. The 
leaders and officials have taken the lead in this unfaithfulness!” 

1) Walking with God includes a commitment to holiness. 

Ephesians 1:4 
Even before He made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy … 

I Peter 1:16 
for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

a) God is not satisfied with less than “all … everything.” 

!He is for our highest happiness which requires holiness. 

Psalm 16:11 
You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your 
right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Ezra 9:3 
When I heard this report, I tore my tunic and robe, pulled out some of the hair from my 
head and beard, and sat down devastated. 

b) Our view of holiness corresponds to our view of God. 

Ezra 9:4-5a 
Everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me, because 
of the unfaithfulness of the exiles, while I sat devastated until the evening offering. At 
the evening offering, I got up from my time of humiliation, with my tunic and robe torn. 

2) Walking with God includes a commitment to repentance. 

Ezra 9:5b-6 
Then I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my God. And I said: 



My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face toward You, my God, because 
our iniquities are higher than our heads and our guilt is as high as the heavens. 

a) Seeing sin correctly … 

…Seeing the sin(s) beneath “the” sin 

…WHO sin is against 

…Godly sorrow vs. worldly sorrow 

Ezra 9:11-13 
Though we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our slavery. He has extended 
grace to us in the presence of the Persian kings, giving us relief, so that we can rebuild 
the house of our God and repair its ruins, to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. 
Now, our God, what can we say in light of this? For we have abandoned the commands 
you gave through your servants the prophets, saying: “The land you are entering to 
possess is an impure land. The surrounding peoples have filled it from end to end with 
their uncleanness by their impurity and detestable practices. So do not give your 
daughters to their sons in marriage or take their daughters for your sons … our evil 
deeds and terrible guilt 

b) Making specific and voluntary confession … 

Ezra 9:13-15 
You, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserve and have allowed us to 
survive— should we break your commands again … Wouldn’t you become so angry 
with us that you would destroy us, leaving neither remnant nor survivor? Lord God of 
Israel, you are righteous, for we survive as a remnant today. Here we are before you 
with our guilt, though no one can stand in your presence because of this. 

c) Looking to God in complete faith … 

Ezra 10:1-5 
While Ezra prayed and confessed, weeping and falling facedown before the house of 
God, an extremely large assembly of Israelite men, women, and children gathered 
around him. The people also wept bitterly. Then Shecaniah … responded to Ezra: “We 
have been unfaithful to our God by marrying(?) foreign women from the surrounding 
peoples, but there is still hope for Israel in spite of this. Let us therefore make a 
covenant before our God to send away all the foreign women and their children, 
according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the command of our 
God. Let it be done according to the law. Get up, for this matter is your responsibility, 
and we support you. Be strong and take action!” 

d) Resolving  to stop, quit, change 



e) Renewing (or beginning) the relationship with God. 


