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what is the purpose of each activity?
lesson seven

Main Point: I Will Thank God
Bible Story: Psalm 136; Psalm 9:1-2

Military Training Exercises (Drop Off Activity)
This activity will allow the children to get prepared for the day’s mission after they are dropped off 

into their classroom.

To Thank Or Not To Thank (Opening Classroom Activity)
This activity will allow the children to learn when they should say, “thank you.”

Introduction Video
This teaching time will introduce the children to what they are learning for the day.

Share With Me (Main Point Classroom Activity)
This activity will help the children to remember to thank God for what they have.

Skit & Bible Story Video
This teaching time will show the children how Mardy helps some people learn: I Will Thank God.

Give It Back (Offering Classroom Activity)
In this activity, the children will have the opportunity to give their offering. 

Bible Story Comic Strip (Bible Story Review Activity)
This activity will help the children review the Bible Story and remember the Main Point: 

I Will Thank God. It will also give them something to take home so their parents 
will know what Bible Story they learned. 

Application Video
This teaching time will help the children review the Main Point and Bible Story.

Hand Of Thanks (Craft Classroom Activity)
This activity will help the children remember things that they can be thankful to God for.

Thankful Relay (Closing Classroom Activity)
This activity will remind the children that they need to be thankful to God for everything they have.

Admiral Says (Pick Up Activity)
This activity will allow the children to play a game that reminds them 

of their lesson for the day while they are waiting to be picked up.
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Teaching Tip:
Use the motions below to teach the children the Main Point and to 

help them remember it throughout the classroom activities.

Also, ask the children to repeat the Main Point with motions 
throughout the video portion of the lesson.

I Will Thank

God
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thankful story
main point classroom activity

I Will Thank God

Purpose:  
This activity will help the children to remember to thank God for what they have.

Description: 
The children will hear a story about a boy who doesn’t thank God for the wonderful things that 
happen on his birthday. The children will jump up and say “Thank You, God!” whenever the boy 
should be thankful.

Materials Needed: 
For this activity you will need this help sheet.

To introduce the activity say:
How many of you like it when it’s your birthday?1. 
Me, too! Well right now, I’m going to tell you story about a boy named Bryson.2. 
It’s his birthday, and he has a wonderful day, but he doesn’t thank God for anything.3. 
He should thank God because God gives us everything we have. 4. 
While I read the story, we’re going to listen for the things he should be thankful to God for.5. 
When we hear something Bryson should thank God for, we’ll all jump up and say, “Thank 6. 
You, God!” Then we’ll sit back down.
Let’s try it. Sit down in a circle with me. 7. 
Now jump up and say, “Thank You, God!”8. 
Great job. Let’s sit back down and start the story.9. 

For detailed instructions on how to do the activity see the DVD.

During the activity say:
Bryson woke up extra early today. He couldn’t stay in bed any longer because he was just 1. 
too excited. Today was his 5th birthday! When he got up, he put a brand new outfit on. It was 
the one his grandma sent him to wear on his birthday, and he was excited to put it on. What 
should Bryson be thankful for? (His grandma, his outfit.) Great! Let’s jump up and say “Thank 
You, God” then sit back down.
When he ran downstairs, his mom was already awake, and she was making him his favorite 2. 
breakfast; blueberry pancakes! But then he realized that there was no juice and 
he’d have to drink water or milk instead. What should Bryson be thankful for? 
(His nice mom, the good food.) Great! Let’s jump up and say “Thank You, God” 

 then sit back down.
After breakfast, Bryson’s mom said, “Since it’s your birthday, we can do 3. 

# 1 Note: For optional background music, set your CD player to repeat track 1 
on your Ten Hut Jr. Soundtrack CD.
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anything you want today.” Bryson thought about it and decided he wanted to go to the park 
and have a picnic. So his mom packed everything up and they were off. When they got to 
the park, the weather was perfect. The sun was shining bright and it was nice and warm. 
What should Bryson be thankful for? (Getting to go to the park, the pretty weather.) Great! 
Let’s jump up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
Bryson started to play by himself, but then he saw some friends. He ran over and played a 4. 
game of tag with them, and then they all went to swing on the swing set together. Bryson 
was so glad he had friends to play with on his birthday. But then his friends had to go home, 
and he had to play alone again. He was sad. What should Bryson be thankful for? (Getting 
to play with his friends.) Great! Let’s jump up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
After a while, Bryson got really hungry, so he told his mom he was ready to eat. She laid out 5. 
the picnic blanket and unpacked all the food. She had brought some really yummy things 
like peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, potato chips, and strawberries. It was all so good! 
What should Bryson be thankful for? (His nice mom, the good food.) Great! Let’s jump up 
and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
Later that day, Bryson’s dad came home early from work, and he had presents for Bryson. 6. 
He got a racecar and a dinosaur! He liked them a lot, but he didn’t get the robot he really 
wanted. What should Bryson be thankful for? (His nice dad, the presents he got.) Great! Let’s 
jump up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
After presents, it was time for dinner. It was Bryson’s favorite food, spaghetti and meatballs. 7. 
He was so happy that he got to eat spaghetti and that his whole family was together. What 
should Bryson be thankful for? (His family being together, the good food.) Great! Let’s jump 
up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
When dinner was over, Bryson’s mom went and got the cake. She had made it in the shape 8. 
of a racecar and it looked so cool! Bryson knew his mom probably worked a long time on 
it, and he was glad he had such a nice mom. What should Bryson be thankful for? (His nice 
mom, the cool cake.) Great! Let’s jump up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down.
As Bryson laid in his warm, snuggly bed that night, he thought about how wonderful his 59. th 
birthday had been and slowly drifted off to sleep. What should Bryson be thankful for? (His 
bed, his fun birthday.) Great! Let’s jump up and say “Thank You, God” then sit back down. 
The end!

After the activity say:
Bryson had a great birthday, but he didn’t thank God for anything.1. 
Good job telling Bryson when he should have said “Thank You,” to God.2. 
God gives all of us so many things, and we should thank Him all the time.3. 

Summary: 
We learned that we need to thank God for all the wonderful things in our lives, like nice 
parents, good food, pretty weather, and cool presents. Let’s keep learning more about 
thanking God now.

UP NEXT: skit and bible story video

Note: If you have chosen to use the optional 
music, turn it off now.
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Purpose: 
This activity will help the children review the Bible Story and remember the Main Point: I 
Will Thank God. It will also give them something to take home so their parents will know 
what Bible Story they learned about. 

Description: 
Each child will get a Bible Review Comic Strip with four pictures and a dog tag. As they 
answer questions about the Bible Story correctly, they will slide their dog tag over to the 
next picture.  
 
Materials needed: 
For this activity, you will need this help sheet and one per child of the “Bible Story Comic 
Strip/Lesson 7” and “Dog tags/Lesson 7” printouts from your Lesson Materials CD-ROM.
Note: Make sure the dog tags are cut out ahead of time. We recommend laminating them and 
reusing them each week. 

To introduce the activity say: 
Who can tell me what we are learning today? 1. (I Will Thank God.)
That’s right!  We are going to see if we can remember some things from our Bible Story 2. 
today.
I’m going to give each of you a comic strip and a dog tag.3. 
I’ll ask you some questions about each picture, and when you answer them correctly, 4. 
you will get to move your dog tag to the next picture.
Are you ready? Put your dog tag on picture #1 and let’s get started!5. 

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity see the DVD.

During the activity say:
Picture 1

In our Bible Story today, David had a very important job. Who remembers what David’s 1. 
job was? (The king.)
That’s right, David was the king. He had a very good life, and God had blessed 2. 
him in many ways. David also had times in his life where things we not so 
good, but you know what? David was still thankful to God no matter what.
You can move your dog tag to picture #2 now.3. 

bible story comic strip
bible story review activity

I Will Thank God

# 1 Note: For optional background music, set your CD player to repeat track 1 
on your Ten Hut Jr. Soundtrack CD.
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Picture 2
Every year David and his family got together for a celebration. Do you remember what 4. 
they did to celebrate? (Sang to God.)
That’s right, they sang a song to God. It helped them remember to be thankful to God for 5. 
everything they had and also for who He is. They thanked Him for his love, for keeping 
them safe, and for giving them food to eat.  
You can move your dog tag to picture #3 now.6. 

Picture 3
When David grew up, he kept thanking God in a special way. Does anyone remember 7. 
what he did to thank God?  (Wrote his own songs to thank Him.)
 Yes, when David grew up, he wrote his own songs to thank God. He wanted to thank Him 8. 
for giving him food, a house, and clothes. He also wanted to thank Him for keeping him 
safe and for loving him.  
You can move your dog tag to picture #4 now.9. 

Picture 4
In our Bible Story, David told us that singing isn’t the only way to thank God. What else 10. 
did he say we could do to thank Him? (Pray.)
That’s right, we can say thank you to God for all the wonderful things in our lives while 11. 
we pray. We should thank Him for who he is, for keeping us safe, and for all the things He 
gives us like a family, friends, a house to live in, food to eat, and clothing to wear.

Comic Strip Summary
Sometimes David had a lot of stuff, like when he was the king, and other times he didn’t 12. 
have very much at all. But no matter how much David had, he always prayed and sang 
songs to God to tell Him how thankful he was.

 

After the activity say:
You did great remembering the Bible Story for today!1. 
Today we are learning: 2. I Will Thank God.
I want you to take your comic strip home and show it to your parents so they know what 3. 
you learned today.
Do you see how there is a little bit of color missing in each picture?4. 
Well when you get home, you can also color that in.5. 
Then put it someplace where you’ll see it a lot so that you will remember to thank God.6. 

Summary:
In our Bible Story today, we learned that David sang songs and prayed to God all the time 
to tell Him, “thank You.” We should also thank God all the time for everything He gives us 
and for being who He is and loving us. Let’s say what we are learning together again: I Will 
Thank God. Great job!

UP NEXT: application video

Note: If you have chosen to use the optional 
music, turn it off now.



Classroom Lesson - Lesson 7

23

Classroom Lesson - Lesson 7

© 2009 Fellowship Church

Purpose:  
This activity will help the children remember things that they can be thankful to God for.

Description: 
The children will trace their handprint.  On each finger, they will write a letter to spell 
THANK.  Then, the child will pick three or four things to glue on their handprint that will 
represent what they are thankful for.

Materials Needed: 
For this activity you will need this help sheet, construction paper, markers, gluesticks, and 
one per child of the “Hand of Thanks/Lesson 7” printouts from your Lesson Materials CD-
ROM.

To introduce the activity say:
Who remembers what we are learning today?  1. 
That’s right, 2. I Will Thank God.
You are going to get a chance to think about some things you want to thank God for. 3. 
You are going to create a “Hand of Thanks.”4. 
First, you are going to trace your handprint!5. 
Then I’ll help you write T, H, A, N, and K on each finger because that spells “Thank.”6. 
After that, you will pick out three or four pictures from that stack that show what you are 7. 
thankful for.
For example, I would choose this picture here 8. (Hold up the picture of a mother.) because 
I am thankful for my mom.
You can pick several different pictures and glue them on your hand.9. 
Ready to get started?10. 

For detailed instructions on how to do the activity see the DVD.

During the activity say:
First, let’s draw our handprints on the construction paper.  Anyone need help?1. 
Okay, now I’ll help you write letters on the fingers.  2. 
Those letters spell the word “Thank”!3. 

hand of thanks
craft classroom activity

I Will Thank God

# 1 Note: For optional background music, set your CD player to repeat track 1 
on your Ten Hut Jr. Soundtrack CD.
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Now you get to choose three or four pictures of things you are thankful for, and glue them 4. 
on the palm of your hand.
Let me know if you need help.5. 

After the activity say:
What beautiful hands you all have created!1. 
When you look at your hand, I want you to remember: 2. I Will Thank God for everything 
He has given to me!
Great job!3. 

Summary:
You all made a Thankful Hand to take home so you can remember our Main Point: I Will 
Thank God.

UP NEXT: closing Classroom Activity
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thankful relay
closing classroom activity

I Will Thank God

Purpose:  
This activity will remind the children that they need to be thankful to God for everything they 
have.

Description: 
In one relay line, the children will take turns running to a table full of pictures.  They will grab 
a picture and return to the line and say, “Thank You, God, for (whatever is in the picture).”

Materials Needed: 
For this activity you will need this help sheet and the “Thankful Relay/Lesson 7” pictures from 
your Lesson Materials CD-ROM.

To introduce the activity say:
You all are doing a great job of remembering to say thank you to God today!1. 
Now we are going to play another game that will help us to remember to thank God.2. 
Over here, I have placed lots of different pictures of things we should thank God for.3. 
You all are going to line up across the room, and one by one you will run to the pile, grab 4. 
any picture you want and run back to the line.
Once you get back with your picture, you will say to the group:  “Thank You, God for…” 5. 
whatever your picture is.
Then you’ll go back to the end of the line, okay?6. 
Line up and let’s get running!7. 

Note: There are 12 pictures, so if you have more than 12 children in your class, you can pair some 
of them up to run as partners. 

For detailed instructions on how to do the activity see the DVD.

During the activity say:
Run to the table with all the pictures!1. 
Now grab any picture and run back!2. 
Good!  Now, what is in the picture?  3. (Shoes.)
Shoes!  So you will say, “Thank You, God, for my shoes.”  4. 
Now you try it. 5. (Thank You, God, for my shoes.) 
Good job! Now you can go to the end of the line!6. 

Note:  Continue until all the pictures have been taken.  
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For the other pictures, the children should say: 
Thank You, God, for my goldfish. 
Thank You, God, for my house.
Thank You, God, for my clothes.
Thank You, God, for my friends.
Thank You, God, for my toys.
Thank You, God for my baseball and bat.
Thank You, God, for sunshine.
Thank You, God, for my family.
Thank You, God, for church.
Thank You, God, for food.
Thank You, God, for sending Jesus.

After the activity say:  
You all were so fast!1. 
I’m so proud of you for thanking God for everything in the pictures.2. 
Remember that we need to thank God for everything in our lives, too.3. 

Summary:
Today we have been learning: I Will Thank God. You got to practice thanking God for lots of 
things in our relay game, and you should also thank Him for lots of things in real life. Great job!  

UP NEXT: Pick Up Activity




