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Lesson Goal: The children will learn that when God asks us to do something, 
we can be sure that He will provide a way for us to accomplish the task.

Lesson 3
God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!

Main Point: God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!

Bible Lesson: Israelites cross the Jordan. (Joshua 3 and 4)

Bible Verse: “And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious 
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 (NLT)

What Is The Purpose Of These Activities?
Basic Training (Weekly General Opening Activity)
This series of weekly Opening Activities will allow the children to immerse themselves in the military 
environment while learning the Main Point for the day. 

Cross The River (Specific Opening Activity)
This activity will introduce the children to today’s Bible Lesson.

Skit and Bible Lesson (Large Group Activity)
This Skit and Bible Lesson will teach the children that when God asks us to do something, we can be sure that 
He will provide a way for us to accomplish the task.

Marching Orders (Weekly Small Group Activity)
This activity will help the children review the content of today’s Bible Lesson.

Target Acquired (Weekly Small Group Activity)
This activity will help the children memorize the Bible Verse by targeting parts of the Bible Verse in the correct order.

Do As I Say (Small Group Activity)
This activity will remind the children that God always provides what is necessary to complete the tasks He 
asks us to accomplish.

It Helps To Follow God (Small Group Activity)
The story of Henry helping at church will encourage the children to rely on God to make a way for them to follow Him.

It’s Hard To Stop Water (Small Group Activity)
This activity demonstrates how powerful God is and reminds the children that God will never ask them to do 
something without providing a way for them to do it.

Mission Debriefing (Weekly Small Group Activity)
This activity will help the children reflect on what they have learned today through discussion, looking up 
verses in the Bible, and writing or drawing in a journal.

General Specific’s Obstacle Course Of Obstacles, Of Course! (Review Activity)
This activity is a strategic time to review and reinforce the content of the lesson.
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Teacher Devotional
Lesson 3

Background: 
After hiding in the hill country for three days, the two spies returned to the Israelite camp to 
report what had happened while scouting out Jericho. The men told Joshua, “The Lord has 
given us the whole land, for all the people in the land are terrified of us” (Joshua 2:24).

God used the pillar of cloud and fire to guide the Israelites out of the wilderness. Now, the Ark 
of the Covenant was the visible symbol that God used to lead His people into the Promised 
Land.

Application: 
What did Joshua tell the Israelites to do before they got ready to cross the Jordan River? (Read 
Joshua 3:5.)

What miracle did God perform when the Israelites crossed the Jordan River? 
(Read Joshua 3:15-17.) 

Has there been a time in your life when you were presented with the option to either follow 
God or your own desires? How did God provide a way for you to follow Him?

When God asks us to do something, we can know that He will provide a way for us to do it. 
We shouldn’t worry about how God will provide, we should simply follow God and trust Him.
  

Additional verses to meditate on: 
“The Lord says, ‘I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and 
watch over you.’” Psalm 32:8 (NLT)

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his 
will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)

“The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is 
faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are 
tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NLT)
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Purpose: This activity will help the children review the content of today’s 
Bible Lesson. 

Continued on page 2

Marching Orders
Lesson 3 - God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him! 

Weekly Small Group Activity

pictures from the Bible Lesson with a Bible reference on them. The children will look up the 
Bible Verses and read them.  
Materials Needed: For this activity you will need this help sheet, the “Marching Orders 
Teacher Version Lesson 3” and the “Bible March Pictures Lesson 3” from the Lesson Materials 
Folder. For each child you will need a Bible and the “Marching Orders Child Version Lesson 3” 
from the Lesson Materials Folder.

Note: Have Bibles available for children who might not have brought one. Place the Bible 
March Pictures around the room.

To introduce the activity say: 
1. Ten Hut! Recruits, we have just received our marching orders for today.
2. We are ordered to march through our Bible Lesson.
3. To do that you will each need to carry your own sword, the Bible.
4.  If you do not have a Bible, one will be provided for you.

Note: If you cannot provide Bibles for the number of children you have, then have them work 
in partners or teams. You may want to purchase inexpensive Bibles to use as giveaways and 
prizes during this series, or to make available for sale at cost to the children’s parents. Elevate 
curriculum uses the NLT translation.

For detailed instructions on how to do the activities, see the Training Video.

Note: Choose children to march to the different pictures. You could choose just one child for 
each picture, or groups of children, or march the entire group. 

To lead the activity say: 
1. You will follow my marching commands until you find the first picture from the Bible Lesson. 
2. On each picture there is a Bible Verse reference. Each of you will locate the Bible Verse in 

your Bibles. 
3. I will help you find the reference by providing you with additional training in using your 

sword, the Bible. If you need me to help you, let me know. 
4. Company! March! 
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 Description: The children will follow the teacher’s marching commands to find 
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Closing statement: Your mission is to share this Bible Lesson with your friends and 
family this week. Use your Marching Orders page and your sword, the Bible, to 
accomplish this mission.

Continued from page 1
Note: March as long as you wish between finding the pictures. You can also 
march in different ways, such as double-time, crawl, high step, crouch, run in 
step. When you stop at a picture, help the children look up the reference. One 
of the children can read the verse, or you could read it for them. Discuss with 
the children what happened at that point in the Bible Lesson.
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Option: You could split the children into teams and make this activity into a race. Tell the teams 
before they start how to march between the pictures. Have one team go first and time them, then 
have the other team try to beat the time. This way the children will hear the verses twice instead 
of once. Discuss the Bible Lesson afterward, instead of at each picture.
After the activity say: 
1. Good work, Recruits! On our march we saw that God made a way for the Israelites to follow 

Him across the Jordan River. God will always make a way for us to do what He wants. 
2. Recruits, when I say, “God will make a way,” you say, “All the time,” when I say, “All the 

time,” you say, “God will make a way.” 
3. God will make a way! (All the time!) 
4. All the time! (God will make a way!) 
5. Because God makes a way for us to do what He wants, we can follow Him. We can trust that 

God will never ask us to follow Him without making a way so that we can do what He asks. 
When I say, “Because God makes a way,” you say, “I can follow Him,” when I say, “I can 
follow Him,” you say “Because God makes a way.” 

6. Because God makes a way! (I can follow Him!) 
7. I can follow Him! (Because God makes a way!) 

Note: Give each child a Marching Orders page. They are to use the page to share the Bible Lesson 
with four people who were not here at church this week. These can be friends or family. Have them 
fill out the bottom portion with the names of the people they told the story to and their parent’s 
signature. Keep track of which students have done this each week and give them a “promotion.” 
Refer to them as “Recruit First Class” if they have done it once, or “Recruit Third Class” if they 
have done it for three weeks. You may also wish to provide a small prize for children who do this.

8. Now that you know the Bible Lesson, you are ready to receive Marching Orders for this 
week. 

9. If you complete your Marching Orders and bring them back signed by one of your 
Commanding Officers, your parents, then you will receive a promotion.
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Purpose: This activity will help the children reflect on what they have 
learned today through discussion, looking up verses in the Bible, and writing 
or drawing in a journal.

Continued on page 2

Mission Debriefing
Lesson 3 - God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!

Weekly Small Group Activity

 
Description: In today’s debriefing the children will look up and discuss Bible verses 
regarding God’s provision and how God will make a way for them to follow Him. Then they 
will write or draw in a journal that they will take home at the end of the series to help them 
remember these lessons. 
Materials Needed: For this activity you will need this Help Sheet and a marker. For each 
child you will need a manilla reclosable envelope, writing/drawing materials, a Bible, and the 
“Mission Journal Lesson 3” from the Lesson Materials Folder.

Note: Have Bibles available for children who do not have one. If you cannot provide Bibles 
for the number of children you have, then have them work in partners or teams. You may 
want to purchase inexpensive Bibles to use as giveaways and prizes during this series, or to 
make available for sale at cost to the children’s parents. Elevate curriculum uses the NLT 
translation. Use the marker to write each child’s name on an envelope. Store the envelopes 
with your small group supplies so that you will be able to keep each child’s journals together 
over the course of the series.

To introduce the activity say: 
1. Recruits, it is time for Mission Debriefing!
2. That means we need to report on what we have learned today.
3. As we discuss what we have learned you will fill out your Mission Journal.
4. You will leave your Mission Journal here. At the end of your training you will receive your 

completed Mission Journal and a prize. So don’t miss a single week of this series.

For detailed instructions on how to do the activities, see the Training Video.

To lead the activity say: 
1. Let’s get out our swords, our Bibles. Turn to Philippians 4:19. If you need help finding the 

passage, I will help you.
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Continued from page 1
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2. What are some things that God has given to you in the past? (My family, my dog, a nice 
home, food.)

3. What are some things you have prayed to God for? (Friends, a good grade, make me   
not sick.)

4. God always provides what we need to follow Him. Can you think of something you might 
need to obey God? (Strength, time to read my Bible, church, the right words to say.)

5. God wants us to obey Him and He never makes it impossible. He always takes care of us 
by providing what we need to follow Him.

After the activity say: 
1. In the spaces in your Mission Journal, I want you to write or draw some things to remind 

you of what we learned today. Draw something that will remind you that God takes care  
of you.

2. Write our Main Point: God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!
3. Write or draw something that God has given to you so that you can follow Him. 
4. Rewrite our Bible Verse in your own words.

Note: Help younger children write the Main Point and the Bible Verse. Here is an example 
of writing the Bible Verse in their own words. “God takes care of me and He will give you 
everything you need because He’s an amazing and powerful God.”

5. You will leave your Mission Journal here and when you have completed all eight weeks of 
training you will receive your Journal and a special prize for completing your training.

Note: Have a child read the verse or read the verse yourself. “And this same 
God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” Joshua 1:9 (NLT)

Closing statement: Don’t forget what we learned in our training this week: God Will Make A 
Way For Me To Follow Him! Next week you will add another Mission Journal to your file, and 
when you have filed all eight reports you will get a prize.
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Purpose: This activity will remind the children that God always provides 
what is necessary to complete the tasks He asks us to accomplish.  

Continued on page 2

Do As I Say
Lesson 3 - God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!

Small Group Activity

Description: The children will play a follow the leader type game, except the children cannot 
accomplish any task because a crucial piece is always missing.  
Materials Needed: For this activity you will need this Help Sheet, a puzzle with a piece  
missing, a rope, two chairs, a large coloring picture, crayons, and a sticky note on the wall.   
Note: Prepare the activities before the children arrive. The first time through, the children 
will not be able to accomplish the tasks. The sticky note on the wall should be too high for the 
children. There should be no crayons for the picture. The puzzle should be incomplete. The 
rope should be tied between the chairs too low to crawl under.

To introduce the activity say: 
1. We are going to play a game.
2. I will be the leader and you will follow me.
3. Line up! 

For detailed instructions on how to do the activities, see the Training Video.

Note: Lead the children through the activities. When the children cannot do the activity,   
skip it. 

During the activity say:
1. Let’s all color this picture! Why aren’t you coloring? Hmmm...that’s interesting.
2. Everyone, crawl under the rope! What do you mean you can’t crawl under the rope? All 

right, well if you can’t do that let’s do this...
3. Let’s put this puzzle together. You mean you can’t put the puzzle completely together 

either? All right, let’s  go to the next one...
4. Touch the spot on the wall. I don’t get it. Why can’t you all do any of these activities?  

Note: You may choose to substitute different activities, or add more activities. 
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Closing statement: Each of the tasks I asked you to do was impossible at first. The puzzle 
was missing a piece, the picture was missing the crayons, the spot was too high to reach, and 
the rope was too low to crawl under. Sometimes it might seem like the job God gives you is 
too hard, but He will always give you what you need to do the job. He will never ask you to do 
something without also giving you everything you need to do it. God will always make a way 
for you to follow Him. 

Continued from page 1
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After the activity say: 
1. What activities did I ask you to do? (Finish a puzzle, color a picture, touch a spot on the 

wall, crawl under a rope.)
2. Could you do any of the activities? (No!)
3. Why not? (The rope was too low, there weren’t any crayons, the spot was too high, the 

puzzle was missing a piece.)
4. In the beginning I gave you activities that I knew that you would not be able to complete. 
5. Does God ever give you jobs you cannot do? (No, sometimes.)
6. Sometimes it might seem that you cannot do what God asks you to do, but if you try He 

will always make a way for you to do what He asks of you.
7. This time I am going to ask you to do the same task, only this time I am going to make a 

way for you to be able to do them. 

Note: Choose a child to accomplish each task and make a way to accomplish it. Give a child 
crayons to color the picture. Move the spot down lower, or allow the child to stand on a chair 
to reach it. Hold the rope higher so he or she can get under it. Give the child the missing 
puzzle pieces.

8. With the right tools or help, you could do what I asked you to do.
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Purpose: This activity demonstrates how powerful God is and reminds the 
children that God will never ask them to do something without providing a 
way for them to do it.

Continued on page 2

It’s Hard To Stop Water
Lesson 3 - God Will Make A Way For Me To Follow Him!

Small Group Activity

Description: The children will try to “stop water from flowing” just like God did in the Bible. 
They will try different ways but ultimately they will discover that it is impossible for anyone 
except God.  
Materials Needed: For this activity you will need this Help Sheet, two buckets or tubs, 
water, two paper fans, a motorized fan, and a towel, sheet, or plastic sheet to catch any spills. 

To introduce the activity say: 
1. In today’s Bible Story we learned that God stopped the Jordan River from flowing so that 

the Israelites could cross on dry ground.
2. Now we are going to try to do something similar ourselves.
3. Everyone gather around these tubs of water.

For detailed instructions on how to do the activities, see the Training Video.

During the activity, say the following: 
1. As I pour the water from this tub to the next one I need all of you to try and stop the water 

from flowing.
2. The only thing all of you can use is wind power. I want you all to blow as hard as you can 

to stop the water from flowing.
3. Let’s get two volunteers to work together and try to stop the water using more than just 

their breath.
4. Here, I will give you each a fan. Try to wave the fan fast enough to stop the water.
5. OK this time I just want one volunteer.
6. I am going to let you use this motorized fan. Point it at the water and stop it from flowing.

After the activity say: 
1. Did it work? Were we able to do it? (No!)
2. We had trouble stopping this little bit of water from flowing. Just think what it would be 

like to stop a whole river from flowing!
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Closing statement: God is powerful and can do the miraculous!  We can count on Him to 
always provide a way for us to follow Him.

Continued from page 1
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3. In our Bible Story today, God asked the Israelites to do something that seemed almost 
impossible. To cross the Jordan River when it was flowing at it’s highest!

4. Did God help the Israelites do what He asked them to do? (Yes) Yes He did! God did 
something miraculous to help the Israelites do what He asked them to do.

5. God has wonderful plans for His people, and when He asks us to do something He will 
always provide a way for us to follow Him.

6. If God is capable of providing a way for the Israelites to cross the Jordan river, a seemingly 
impossible task, don’t you think He is capable of providing a way for you to do the things 
He has asked you to do?

7. What are some things that you know from the Bible that God wants you to do? (Obey my 
parents, come to church, give my tithe, tell others about Jesus, love everyone.)

8. All of those things may seem like they are really hard, but if we commit to doing them, 
God will provide a way for us to do it.
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