
What do you do with the hurt and pain of being wronged? 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on 
His shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace. The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will 
reign on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish and sustain it 
with justice and righteousness from now on and forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts 
will accomplish this. 

For tangled up relationships, Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

Colossians 1:20-22a 
… through Him to reconcile everything to Himself, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. Once you were 
alienated and hostile in your minds expressed in your evil actions. But now He has 
reconciled you by His physical body through His death … 

I John 3:8-9 (MSG) 
People conceived and brought into life by God don’t make a practice of sin. How could 
they? God’s seed is deep within them, making them who they are.  

Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

We then become peace-makers … 

Tangled Up Relationships: 
Step #1: Go vertical before horizontal 
Step #2: Have the conversation 

We then become peace-makers which means we have an unconditional 
commitment to practice FORGIVENESS. 

Giving it and asking for it. 

Definition: a choice to pardon and not be repaid 

Results: a desire for their good and a decision to honor 
 = Being 100% 



1) We have a new power and reason to practice this commitment. 

a) Under a new Master 

b) A new source of “better” joy 

LIE: To forgive is to forget 

Overcoming Truth: Rehearse the Gospel. 

Colossians 3:13 
bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against 
another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive. 

2) The path of following Jesus involves constant dying (crucifixion) … 

Forgiveness ALWAYS requires a death. 
 --Pride; revenge; being “right” 

LIE: I have to feel like forgiving. 

Overcoming Truth: Choices lead … 

3) Faithfulness to Jesus involves taking responsibility for peace-making. 

MY responsibility vs. THEIRS 

Romans 12:18 
If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 

LIE: I can’t let them off the hook (condoning) 

Overcoming Truth: Stay in your lane 

PRE-DECIDE: Give and ask for forgiveness 

I choose to forgive _____ for _________. 

I will ask for forgiveness from _______ for ________. 

GO FIRST … 


