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LEADER’S GUIDE

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
This document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture ‘A 
CHRISTMAS MYSTERY’. It contains an outline for you to prepare 
an impacting small group time for you and your children. The 
BIG ‘Celebrate’ User Guide document contains all the service 
element information, including the large group segment of your 
service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (The Licensee) or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fit their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our What We 
Believe statement. 

These resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2017 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

Older CHILDREN 
& PrEteens KDG

BIG PICTURE: 

CHRISTMAS MYSTERY

BIG IDEA: 

MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS

BIG POINT: 

THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS GOOD NEWS 

BIG WORD: 

FOR THERE IS BORN TO YOU THIS DAY IN 
THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHO IS 
CHRIST THE LORD. LUKE 2:11 (NKJV)

CEL
1.1



CE
L1

 O
LD

ER
 C

H
IL

D
RE

N
 &

 P
RE

TE
EN

S 
©

20
17

  H
ill

so
ng

 C
hu

rc
h

KIDS DISCIPLESHIP GROUP (KDG)

BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS 

BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS GOOD NEWS 

BIG WORD:  FOR THERE IS BORN TO YOU THIS DAY IN 
THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE 
LORD. LUKE 2:11 (NKJV)

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
• Learn that angels brought a message to Mary, Joseph and 

the shepherds about the mystery of Jesus. 
• Discover the clues in the Old Testament about Jesus birth. 
• Know that Jesus came at the exact right time in history to 

bring salvation for all. 

OLDER CHILDREN & PRETEENS RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 9-12 

Use this KDG outline to prepare an impacting small group time for you and your children.

CEL
1.1

CONNECT TIME
If you could choose anywhere in the world to go for 
Christmas with your family, where would you go? 

THE BIG QUESTION GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How do you solve a mystery?

When we come across a mystery we look for clues to solve 
it! We might have a clue from something someone has said 
or we might see clues when we go hunting for them. 

2. What were the clues about Jesus birth? 

If we look closely there are clues all the way through the Old 
Testament that tell of Jesus coming to earth. 

The prophet Micah spoke God’s words to the people, 
sharing a clue that the saviour would be born in the town 
of Bethlehem.  Micah 5:2 (NIRV) The Lord says, “Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, you might not be an important town in the 
nation of Judah. But out of you will come for me a ruler over 
Israel.” That’s exactly what happened. Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem! There are more clues from the Prophet Isaiah. 
In Isaiah 9:6 (NIRV) we read “A child will be born to us.  A 
son will be given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be 
called Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be 
called Father Who Lives Forever  and Prince Who Brings 
Peace.” 

3. What mystery did the angel messengers announce? 

Mary and Joseph were visited by some mysterious 
messengers, angels! The angels announced that Jesus 
would be born. Luke 1: 30 -31 (The Message) “God has a 
surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give birth to 
a son and call his name Jesus.”

Matthew 1:20-23 (The Message)  “God’s angel spoke in the 
dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to get married. 
Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has 
made her pregnant. She will bring a son to birth, and when 
she does, you, Joseph, will name him Jesus—‘God saves’—
because he will save his people from their sins.”

ACTIVITY SHEETS
Children complete the activity sheets in this time. 

THE BIG ACTIVITY
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Two pipe cleaners per child, ribbon.

DIRECTIONS: Take the one pipe cleaner and from the 
middle, cross it over creating a round head shape. 

Next bend the ends of the pipe cleaner towards each other 
to make a triangle body shape and twist the ends together. 

Use the second pipe cleaner and place it behind the neck of 
the angel, twist it around twice and then bend each end into 
an oval shape to make wings. 

Tie some ribbon through the top of the circle so you can 
hang your angel decoration on your tree. 

EXPLANATION: The angel messengers brought good news 
announcing the birth of the Saviour. The mystery of Jesus 
is good news that we can share with others. The mystery 
of Christmas is Jesus, God revealed. This is good news that 
leads us to worship Him.
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BIG IDEA: MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS
BIG POINT: THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS 
GOOD NEWS

CEL
1.1

BIG WORD BIG WORD BAUBLE

“For there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11 (NKJV)” 
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Big Word Bauble template supplied 
in print material files printed onto card paper, colouring 
pencils, glitter or stickers to decorate, hole punch, ribbon.

Give each child a Big Word Bauble to decorate. Children can 
colour it in and add glitter or stickers. Next, punch a hole at 
the top of the bauble and thread some ribbon through so 
children can hang it on their Christmas tree at home. 

GAME   CHRISTMAS CAROL GUESS 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Three bells and instrumental versions 
of Christmas carols e.g. Jingle Bells, Silent Night, Joy to the 
World, The First Noel, Hark the Herald Angel’s sing. 

If you want to make this game funnier.. Use the album 
“Silent Night, Christmas Carols for Cat Lovers” on spotify…
Kids can guess from the cat’s meowing what carol it is :) 

Choose three contestants who will stand side by side and 
give the each a bell. Play the first instrumental version of 
a Christmas carol and contestants will ring their bell if they 
can name which carol it is. If they get it wrong, the other two 
players can keep listening and have a guess. Contestants 
that guess incorrectly are out and a new contestant will 
take their place in the next round. If a player guesses 
correctly they can remain in the game and other players in 
that round are out. 

PRAYER
Dear God,

Thank You that You sent Your Son Jesus for us. This is good 
news for all people. Help us to be messengers to others and 
tell them that Jesus loves them. 

In Jesus name, Amen

LEADER NOTES
A space for you, the leader, to write notes, plans, reminders, 
things to follow up on or remember for next time. 



YOUR NAME

Big Idea
Big Word

MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS 

BIG POINT
TODAY I LEARNT...

PARENTS!
Use these questions to kick start discussion with your children!

1. 
2. 
3. 

For there is born to you this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NKJV)
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What was special about Jesus’ birth?
Who told Mary she would have a baby?
Were there any clues in the Old Testament 
about Jesus coming to earth?

can you spot the 6 differences? 

colour in the big word

can you match the old testament clues
about Jesus’ birth with the new testament

verses that show how it happened? 
Use your bible to find what the verses say

and draw a line to the match. 

  When Israel was a young 
nation, I loved them. I chose 
to bring my son out of Egypt.

Hosea 11:1  

Matthew 2:14

Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem in Judea. 
This happened while 

Herod was king of Judea.
Matthew 2:1

Micah 5:2

The Lord himself will give you a sign.
 The virgin is going to have a baby. 

She will give birth to a son. 
And he will be called Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14 (NIRV)

Matthew 1:23



YOUR NAME

Big Idea
Big Word

MYSTERY OF THE MESSENGERS 
For there is born to you this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NKJV)

PRAISE REPORT! Write something that you’re thankful to God for this week:

BIBLE STUDY
GRAB YOUR BIBLE AND FIND A QUIET SPACE, LET’S DISCOVER WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY..

BIBLE PASSAGES TO CHOOSE FROM: Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7, Micah 5:2, Zechariah 9:9, 
Matthew 1:20-23, Luke 1:26-33, Luke 2:8-11, John 12:13-14, Galatians 4:4-5

TODAY I READ: 

IT WAS ALL ABOUT: 

I LEARNT THAT: 

MY PRAYER: 

CEL1.1 PRETEEN
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