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LEADER’S GUIDE

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
This document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture  ‘SPECIAL 
DAYS’. It contains a summary of the BIG Message ‘LIVE’. The 
BIG ‘Celebrate’ User Guide document contains all the service 
element information, including the large group segment of your 
service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (The Licensee) or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fit their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our What We 
Believe statement. 

These resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2017 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

Big MESSAGE ‘Live’SPECIAL 
DAYS

BIG PICTURE: 

SPECIAL DAYS

BIG IDEA: 

COMMUNION

BIG POINT: 

A TIME TO HONOUR JESUS

BIG WORD: 

ALWAYS BE JOYFUL. NEVER STOP 
PRAYING. GIVE THANKS NO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS. GOD WANTS YOU TO THANK 
HIM BECAUSE YOU BELIEVE IN CHRIST 
JESUS. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 (NIRV)

CEL
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BIG MESSAGE ‘LIVE’ OUTLINE
SPECIAL 
DAYS

BIG IDEA: COMMUNION

BIG POINT: A TIME TO HONOUR JESUS

BIG WORD:  ALWAYS BE JOYFUL. NEVER STOP PRAYING. 
GIVE THANKS NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS. GOD WANTS 
YOU TO THANK HIM BECAUSE YOU BELIEVE IN CHRIST 
JESUS. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 (NIRV) 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
•  Learn what the elements of communion represent. 
• Take time to remember what Jesus did for us when He 

died on the cross. 
• Discover the first communion, the last supper that Jesus 

shared with His disciples. 

CEL
3.3

BUILD YOUR MESSAGE 
Use the outline in the following pages to construct a message that works for you and your children’s ministry. Pray, read the 
scripture references and choose which elements best suit your audience. Then prepare by gathering any supplies needed. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:19, Acts 2:46, Romans 3:21-24, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

MY MESSAGE PLAN: 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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STORYTELLING THE LAST SUPPER

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen images supplied in print material 
files. 

(Show screen image 1) During the time of the Passover, 
which served as a reminder that God delivered the Israelites 
from Egypt, Jesus sent two of his disciples – Peter & John to 
prepare their Passover meal.  Jesus told them to go into the 
city and that as they entered they would find a man carrying 
a jar of water.  He explained that the man would lead them to 
a house.  At the house, they were to meet the owner and say 
“The Teacher asks: ‘Where is the guest room, where he and his 
disciples can eat the Passover together?’” The owner will show 
you a large room with the furniture we need.  That is where you 
are to prepare for our meal.

Peter and John did as Jesus had asked and they found 
everything just as Jesus had told them, so they prepared their 
Passover Meal for Jesus and His disciples.

When the meal was ready, Jesus and the disciples came 
together to eat and drink.  Jesus said, “I have been looking 
forward to eating this Passover meal with you, before I suffer.  
I will not eat again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of 
God.”

Jesus took hold of a cup of wine and gave thanks.  Then He 
said, “Take this drink and share it amongst yourselves. I tell 
you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”

(Show screen image 2) Then Jesus took hold of some bread, he 
gave thanks for it. He broke the bread and passed it around to 
the disciples. Then He said, “This is my body, given for you.  Do 
what I am doing, in remembrance of me.”

(Show screen image 3) Jesus then took a hold of the cup and 
said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured 
out for you. Drink this in remembrance of me.” The disciples 
didn’t know the fullness of what Jesus had explained to them.

(Show screen image 4) Shortly after the meal Jesus was 
arrested and sentenced to death on a cross. It was there, on 
the cross, that Jesus paid the price for the sins of mankind. 
Jesus’ body was broken, like the bread and His blood was 
poured out, like the cup of wine. 

(Show screen image 5) These two elements make up what is 
known today as communion. We have a small cup of red juice 
that reminds us of Jesus blood, that He bleed for us overcoming 
death on the cross for us. The small cracker or piece of bread 
reminds us of Jesus body which was bruised and broken for us. 
Jesus took the punishment for sin so that we could be right 
with God and have eternal life. 

(Show screen image 6: Child praying.) We participate in 
communion, drinking the juice and eating the bread, to 
remember what Christ did for us. Taking time to honour Jesus 
and celebrate all He has done for us. At this time we’ll share 
communion together, close our eyes for a moment and thank 
Jesus for being our Saviour. 

BIG IDEA: COMMUNION
BIG POINT: A TIME TO HONOUR JESUS

CEL
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INTRO DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen image supplied in print material, 
showing 20 different objects. List pages supplied in print 
material, pencils/pens. 

Give each child a list page and a pencil or pen to write 
with. If you have a larger group, you may like to choose five 
contestants to come on stage to complete the challenge, 
rather than give pages to every child. Remind the children 
that they can’t begin writing until you instruct them to. 

Show on screen the image of 20 objects give the children 30 
seconds to view the image before you take it off the screen 
and set the challenge to write down as many as they can 
remember. After a few moments, see who remembered the 
most and show the image on the screen to check if they’ve 
remembered correctly. 

Our memory is like any other muscle in the body, we need 
to exercise it! There is a scientific hypothesis called the 
“forgetting curve” it shows just how quickly we forget 
information after we’ve learnt it. But if we regularly take time 
to remember, we will strengthen that memory. 

When we take communion, we are making time to honour 
Jesus and remember what He’s done for us. A memory 
worth keeping strong. Jesus told His disciples, don’t 
forget to remember. Paul reminds the Corinthian church, 1 
Corinthians 11:23-26 (NIV) “The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took 
the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

Don’t forget to remember. Today we will take time to honour 
Jesus, remembering what He has done for us. 

Reminder:

This is a great time to play the ‘Big Story’ video 
to your group. We find it breaks up your Big 
Message Live really well and keeps the children 
focussed.
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BIG IDEA: COMMUNION
BIG POINT: A TIME TO HONOUR JESUS

CEL
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OBJECT LESSON ELEMENTS OF COMMUNION  
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: Some objects that remind you of important 
things. E.g. Ticket stub from your first date with your spouse, 
wedding ring, your first doll or teddy bear, a trophy/medal 
or certificate, your first Bible from when you first became a 
Christian. A cup with red juice, bread. 

Show the children the objects you’ve brought along and explain 
what special memory each object represents. Each of these 
objects aren’t special on their own, they are special because of 
what they represent. When I look at each of these things, they 
help me to remember that special thing or special person in 
my life and that is what makes the objects meaningful. 

What’s so special about the bread and the cup? We drink juice 
all the time and have two slices of bread as sandwiches in our 
lunch boxes. Is my vegemite sandwich special? The elements 
of communion, the cup and the bread are special when we are 
taking time to honour Jesus. It’s not the bread and the cup that 
are special, it’s taking time to remember what Jesus did that is 
special. The cup representing Jesus blood given for us and the 
bread representing His body broken for us. Jesus did this so we 
could be forgiven for our sins and have a relationship with God. 
Jesus instructed His disciples to remember Him. Luke 22:19 
(NIV) “And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” Communion is a time to honour Jesus 
together as we share the bread and cup, symbols to remind us. 

POINTS
1. BREAD AND JUICE OR COOKIES AND MILK?  
Have you ever had a backwards dinner where you eat dessert 
first, then have your main meal then entree last? It’s a little 
strange, but sounds like fun! Why not just have the whole 
dinner as dessert I say! A gourmet 3 course meal of ICE 
CREAM!!!! 

Maybe we could have communion with cookies and milk? The 
bread and drink themselves are not the important part, they 
are symbols to represent the sacrifice Jesus made. Bread 
and wine would have been a normal meal for Jesus and His 
disciples. The important thing in communion isn’t what we eat 
or drink, it’s taking the time to remember what Jesus did for 
us on the cross. The bread represents His body and the drink 
represents His blood. 

Matthew 26:26-28 (NIV) “While they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then 
he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.”  What an honour it is to follow the example of the 
disciples and honour Jesus by sharing communion with one 
another. 

2. REMEMBER ME
Before Jesus came, God’s people lived by the law that God had 
given to Moses. They worshipped God and offered sacrifices 
through priests and religious leaders. They lived according to 
religious rules to try and stay right with God. When Jesus came 
everything changed. Jesus made a way for us to be right with 
God. A way that meant we didn’t have to strive to be perfect 
through following a thousand and one rules. The truth is, not 
one of us is perfect. We all have sinned and fallen short of God’s 
standard. We all deserve to be punished, but Jesus took that 
punishment for us, in our place. 

Through Jesus we have grace and forgiveness, if we put our 
faith in Jesus, we can be made right with God. Romans 3:21-
24 (NLT) reads, “But now God has shown us a way to be made 
right with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as 
was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long 
ago. We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus 
Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter 
who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right 
in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us 
from the penalty for our sins.” 

This is why we take communion, to remember that Jesus died 
and rose again for each one of us. We might get caught up in all 
the things we have going on in our lives. We can get caught up 
in questions of faith like “where am I headed?” Or “why did this 
happen?” Etc, but what we need to do is remember what the 
foundation is under it all. Jesus. Jesus said, “remember me” to 
His disciples as they broke the bread and drank from the cup. 
Jesus makes us right with God. 

3. THE LAST SUPPER WAS THE FIRST COMMUNION
There’s something wonderful about sharing a meal with 
friends and family. Maybe your family doesn’t sit around the 
table together everyday, but at special times like Christmas, 
Thanksgiving and birthdays we take time to share a meal 
together. That’s exactly what Jesus and the disciples were doing, 
they were sharing a meal together, just as they had done many 
times before. This time they were celebrating the Passover, a 
Jewish festival that commemorated God’s people being freed 
from slavery in Egypt. They didn’t know that this would be their 
last meal all together with Jesus before He was crucified. They 
didn’t know it was the last supper! 

At this meal, Jesus instructed them to break bread and drink 
from the cup and remember Jesus. They didn’t know that soon 
after this meal Jesus would go to the cross. What was their 
last supper with Jesus, was also the first communion. The word 
communion doesn’t just mean the bread and cup, it speaks of 
fellowship, friendship, sharing, togetherness and community. 
Their last meal together set the table for the communion 
Christians share together. From the earliest days of the first 
Christian churches, they broke bread and communed together. 
Acts 2:46 (NIV) says, “Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.” 

While the taking of communion is a special moment between 
you and Jesus, it’s also a special moment shared with other 
believers. Together we remember what Jesus has done for us, 
the very reason we gather and worship. Communion is a time 
to honour Jesus. 


