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We are a people of high and unmet expectations.

I Peter 1:3-4 (HCSB) – “Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great mercy, He has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an inheri-
tance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.”

Heaven is NOT a consolation prize.

Rules for Revelation:
The original audience
Plausible and likely
At least it means … (could mean more)

Revelation 4:1-2  After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice that I had heard speak-
ing to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” Immediately I 
was in the Spirit, and a throne was set there in heaven. One was seated on the throne …

Heave is more about Who than what.

Revelation 4:3-5  and the One seated looked like jasper and carnelian stone. A rainbow that looked like an emer-
ald surrounded the throne. Around that throne were 24 thrones, and on the thrones sat 24 elders dressed in white 
clothes, with gold crowns on their heads. Flashes of lightning and rumblings of thunder came from the throne. 
Seven fiery torches were burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God. 

Heaven will be both the display and discovery of God

Revelation 4:6-11  Day and night they (living creatures) never stop, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the Al-
mighty, who was, who is, and who is coming.” Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the 
One seated on the throne, the One who lives forever and ever, the 24 elders fall down before the One seated on 
the throne, worship the One who lives forever and ever, cast their crowns before the throne, and say: “Our Lord 
and God, You are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because You have created all things, and because 
of Your will
they exist and were created.”

Heaven will be increasingly joyful
Joy in “Who” (versus “what”).
The “Who” is infinite. 

In heaven, there will be greater and ever-increasing capacity for joy.

Revelation 5:1-5a  Then I saw in the right hand of the One seated on the throne a scroll with writing on the inside 
and on the back, sealed with seven seals. I also saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy 
to open the scroll and break its seals?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the 
scroll or even to look in it. And I cried and cried because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or even to 
look in it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop crying. Look!

We were made for a better place.

Our problem: Limited perspective and misplaced expectations.



Revelation 5:5b-7  … The Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has been victorious so that He may open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” Then I saw One like a slaughtered lamb standing between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
into all the earth. He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of the One seated on the throne.

What if we had heavenly expectations?
How would this shape our earthly realities?

1-Heaven is not about us.
(We cannot make ourselves happy … for long.)

Revelation 5:8-10  When He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the 24 elders fell down before the Lamb. 
Each one had a harp and gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new 
song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slaughtered, and You redeemed 
people for God by Your blood from every tribe and language and people and nation. You made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they will reign on the earth. 

2-Heaven’s people are purchased people (not “prove & do”)

Revelation 5:11-14  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels around the throne, and also of the living 
creatures and of the elders. Their number was countless thousands, plus thousands of thousands. They said with a 
loud voice: “The Lamb who was slaughtered is worthy to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and blessing!” I heard every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on the sea, and every-
thing in them say: “Blessing and honor and glory and dominion to the One seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, 
forever and ever!” The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

3-Heaven has one ‘choice’ or focus (captivates & conquers; undistracted).

4-Heaven’s joy is more about Who we are with than what happens to us.

2 Corinthians 5:1,5  For we know that if our temporary, earthly dwelling is destroyed, we have a building from God, 
an eternal dwelling in the heavens, not made with hands. … And the One who prepared us for this very purpose is 
God, who gave us the Spirit as a down payment.

How Now Shall We Live:
1-Do not shrink the size of your life to the days on your calendar.

2-Measure every tear by Christ.

3-Always believe the best is yet to come.

4-Are you simultaneously ready for and getting ready?


