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The Struggle (it’s real)  Pt9  Union life, pt2                                                       July 13 & 16, 2017

Identify your STRONGEST struggle right now:
--Relationship? --Sickness?    
--Finances?  --Too many demands?
--Sin issue?  --Others …?

Identity what the real & ultimate struggle is and reframe every other struggle as part of it.

Romans 8:1  Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus …

The real & ultimate struggle: condemnation
 Sources: world, others, self, & God

Romans 8:1-4  Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit’s 
law of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. What the law could not 
do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh by sending His own Son 
in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, and as a sin offering, in order that the law’s requirement would 
be accomplished in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

How We Do Battle:
A-Flesh: fighting by human methods: indulgence, legalism, or self-reliance
B-Spirit

Union life: I am IN Christ and Christ is IN me

Batman & Spider Man

The only real question we need to ask: flesh or Spirit?

Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; 
think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right paths.

Zechariah 4:6  ‘Not by strength or by might, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of Hosts.

John 15:5  The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do noth-
ing without Me.

Romans 14:23  … everything that does not come from faith is sin. 

Romans 8:5-8  For those who live (or ‘walk’) according to the flesh think about the things of the flesh, 
but those who live according to the Spirit, about the things of the Spirit. For the mind-set of the 
flesh is death, but the mind-set of the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind-set of the flesh is hostile 
to God because it does not submit itself to God’s law, for it is unable to do so. Those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God.

1) The struggle always starts in our mind (our thoughts).



The Cul-de-sac of Condemnation:
Consideration
Rationalization
Capitulation
Exaggeration

Romans 8:9-12  You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God lives in 
you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. Now if Christ is in 
you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit 
of Him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then He who raised Christ from the dead will 
also bring your mortal bodies to life through His Spirit who lives in you. So then, brothers, we are not 
obligated to the flesh to live according to the flesh,

2) Recognize the leadership of the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:14 – “All those led by the Spirit of God are children of God.”

2 results:
a) Captivity

2 Corinthians 10:3-5  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every 
thought captive to obey Christ
 
b) Victory

We are not obligated – say it to yourself; world; others

John 16:13-16  When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears he will speak, and He will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for He will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that 
the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that Me will take what is Mine and declare it to you.

The Spirit points UPWARD
The Spirit points BACKWARD
The Spirit points FORWARD

Versus the flesh which points INWARD

Memorize the mind of God

Romans 8:13  for if you live according to the flesh, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put 
to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

3) Understanding how victory (usually) comes: not from, but in the struggle!

Add “however” to your thinking.



The Cul-de-Sac of Victory:
Consideration
 Revelation
 Capitulation
 Celebration


