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“The Struggle with guilt by association”  
(Acts 17:1-10)

“You are who you hang out with!”

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” (1 Cor. 15:33 – NIV)

Acts 17:1
Then they traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was 
a Jewish synagogue. 2 As usual, Paul went to the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures,

3 explaining and showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead: “This Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Messiah.” 4 Then some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, 
including a great number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the leading women.

5 But the Jews became jealous

1. Paul’s Associations (Acts 17):
• Barnabus – mentor
• “they” = Silas, Luke, Timothy, those Paul mentored
• Religious  – “synagogues” (v.2)
• “some of them” Jewish converts (v.4a)
• “God-fearing Greeks” – Gentile converts (v.4b)
• “Jews became jealous” – those rejecting message (v.5)
• “those  . .in the marketplace” (17:17)

Paul was guilty of having passion for the Gospel first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles.  
All of Paul’s next steps involved associations with “people from all walks of life.”

3 explaining and showing that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead: “This Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Messiah.” 

2. Jesus’ Associations:
• Disciples
o 70 (Luke 10)
o 12 (Matt. 10)
o 3 (Matt. 17) 
o 1 (John 21)
• Religious people – synagogues
• Crowd 
o Sinners and tax collectors 



o Other races 

Jesus was guilty of hanging out “with people from all walks of life” for the purpose of serving them.

3. Jason’s Associations:
• Who is Jason?

5 But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some scoundrels from the marketplace, 
formed a mob, and started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason’s house, they searched for them to bring 
them out to the public assembly. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of 
the brothers before the city officials, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down 
have come here too, 7 and Jason has received them as guests! They are all acting contrary to Cae-
sar’s decrees, saying that there is another king—Jesus!” 8 The Jews stirred up the crowd and the 
city officials who heard these things. 9 So taking a security bond from Jason and the others, they 
released them.

3. Jason’s Associations:
• “these men” and “they” – Paul, Silas, and team
• “brothers” – Luke’s reference to other Christ followers in Jason’s house

Jason was guilty by association!

Jason was guilty for being a host to Christ followers.

What do we do with Acts 17:1-10?
• What am I guilty of because of my associations?
• Is there enough evidence to convict me for being associated with Christ?

What happened to Paul and the team?

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas off to Berea. On arrival, they went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. 11 The people here were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica,

They continued to be guilty of following Jesus!


