
Most agreed upon attribute of God: 
ALL-LOVING  

I believe in God but …  
 I’m not worthy of His love. 
 why is it so hard to believe He actually loves me? 
 why am I worthy? 
 I’m saved … but am I doing enough? 

The love problem: deep down we tend to believe love must be deserved. 

God loves me (does NOT love me) because … ____________. 

Henri Nouwen 
“Over the years, I have come to realize that the greatest trap in our life is not 
success, popularity, or power, but self-rejection. Success, popularity, and power 
can indeed present a great temptation, but their seductive quality often comes 
from the way they are part of the much larger temptation to self-rejection. When 
we have come to believe in the voices that call us worthless and unlovable, then 
success, popularity, and power are easily perceived as attractive solutions. The 
real trap, however, is self-rejection. As soon as someone accuses me or criticizes 
me, as soon as I am rejected, left alone, or abandoned, I find myself thinking, 
"Well, that proves once again that I am a nobody." ... [My dark side says,] I am no 
good... I deserve to be pushed aside, forgotten, rejected, and abandoned. 

John 3:1-6,9-10 
There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man 
came to him at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God, for no one could perform these signs you do unless God were with him.” 
Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 
“How can anyone be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked him. “Can he enter his 
mother’s womb a second time and be born?” 
Jesus answered, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God … “How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 
“Are you a teacher of Israel and don’t know these things?” Jesus replied. 

Nicodemus’ lessons:  
A) Your religion, effort, and “good” is not good enough. 

John 3:12-13 
If I have told you about earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven —the Son of Man. 
B) Quit looking at yourself. 



Problem #1: Performance-based worth 

Problem #2: Diminish God’s holiness 

John 3:14 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up… 

Numbers 21:5-9 
The people spoke against God and Moses … then the Lord sent poisonous snakes 
among the people, and they bit them so that many Israelites died. The people then 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against 
you. Intercede with the Lord so that he will take the snakes away from us.” And Moses 
interceded for the people. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake image and 
mount it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks at it, he will recover.” So Moses 
made a bronze snake and mounted it on a pole. Whenever someone was bitten, and he 
looked at the bronze snake, he recovered. 

The Lesson of the Snakes: 
A) Recognize the real threat/problem !judgement & wrath 

What’s the point of actually following God or practicing Christianity if my life 
won’t necessarily get better or worse because of it?  Christians still have bad 
stuff happen to them and life doesn’t magically get better when you start 
following Jesus. Also, I’m not doing too bad right now, I don’t need anything to 
make life better. 

B) Look to Another 

John 3:14-17 
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, so that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life. For God loved the world 
in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through Him. 

“Faith is the gaze of a soul upon on saving God.” {A.W. Tozer} 

God loves me because … _______________. 

Love defined:  
giving people whatever they need most … even if it costs a lot. 



Jesus’ lesson: 
Understand HOW God loves us so that we know THAT He loves us no 
matter what. 

Our Lesson 
A) Unhitch love from worthiness and life circumstances; instead, anchor love to 

the Christ and His cross. 

B) Let God love you … look to Christ! 


