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2018: WHAT do you want to happen?
Can I thrive when I don’t fully know and can never really control what happens?
Daniel 1:1-7 In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and laid siege to it. The Lord handed King Jehoiakim of Judah over to him, along with some of the vessels from the house of God. Nebuchadnezzar carried them to the land of Babylon, to the house of his god, and put
the vessels in the treasury of his god. The king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the Israelites
from the royal family and from the nobility—young men without any physical defect, good-looking, suitable for
instruction in all wisdom, knowledgeable, perceptive, and capable of serving in the king’s palace. He was to teach
them the Chaldean language and literature. The king assigned them daily provisions from the royal food and from
the wine that he drank. They were to be trained for three years, and at the end of that time they were to attend the
king. Among them, from the Judahites, were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. The chief eunuch gave them
names; he gave the name Belteshazzar to Daniel, Shadrach to Hananiah, Meshach to Mishael, and Abednego to
Azariah.
WHAT seeks to define us.
Daniel 1:2 The Lord handed King Jehoiakim of Judah over to him, along with some of the vessels from the house
of God. Nebuchadnezzar carried them to the land of Babylon …
**Exchange a circumstantial (‘what’) with a sovereignty of God (‘Who’) foundation.
“It ain’t WHAT they call you; it’s what you answer to.” [W.C. Fields]
2 Implications:
God is bigger than Babylon.
God is in control of who’s in control.
Psalm 112:7 He will not fear bad news; his heart is confident, trusting in the Lord.
For Daniel: the sovereignty of God is a settled thing AND a good thing.
Daniel 1:8 Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king’s food or with the wine he drank. So
he asked permission from the chief eunuch not to defile himself.
1) Focus on HOW to be versus WHAT happens to me.
WHAT?!? ➝ HOW …?
a) Am I reacting or responding?
Daniel 1:9-14 God had granted Daniel kindness and compassion from the chief eunuch, yet he said to Daniel, “I
fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and drink. What if he sees your faces looking thinner than the other
young men your age? You would endanger my life with the king.” So Daniel said to the guard whom the chief
eunuch had assigned to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, “Please test your servants for ten days. Let us be
given vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then examine our appearance and the appearance of the young men
who are eating the king’s food, and deal with your servants based on what you see.” He agreed with them about
this and tested them for ten days.

2) Be fully present in the NOW
Be faithful to occupy your present opportunity.

The goal is to BE someone, not get something.
Daniel 1:15-16, 19-20 At the end of ten days they looked better and healthier than all the young men who were
eating the king’s food. So the guard continued to remove their food and the wine they were to drink and gave
them vegetables … The king interviewed them, and among all of them, no one was found equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they began to attend the king. In every matter of wisdom and understanding that
the king consulted them about, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and mediums in his entire
kingdom.
3) The way we change WHAT often occurs by focusing on HOW.
Applications:
A)

Embrace a truth: Just because it’s not your plan does not mean it is not a good plan.

B)

Pre-decide: can’t pre-decide what but we can pre-decide how.

Great pre-decision of HOW you will journey through 2018:
With Jesus?
In church?
Connected in a small group?

