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We should NOT put family first.

I Corinthians 7:29  The time is limited, so from now on those who have wives should be as though 
they had none…

Luke 14:26  “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he cannot be My disciple.”

I’ve got to find “the one.”
She’s the best thing that ever happened to me …
Nothing is more important to me than my family …

Joshua 24:14-15  Therefore, fear the Lord and worship Him in sincerity and truth. Get rid of the 
gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and worship Yahweh. But if 
it doesn’t please you to worship Yahweh, choose for yourselves today the one you will worship: the 
gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh.

Genesis 1:28  God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and sub-
due it

Proverbs 22:6 [AMP]  Train up a child in the way he should go [teaching him to seek God’s wisdom 
and will for his abilities and talents].

The family (marriage, parenting, etc.) is made for a purpose, not to be our purpose.

I Corinthians 7:32-35  I want you to be without concerns. An unmarried man is concerned about the 
things of the Lord—how he may please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the things 
of the world—how he may please his wife—and his interests are divided … a married woman is con-
cerned about the things of the world—how she may please her husband. Now I am saying this for 
your own benefit, not to put a restraint on you, but because of what is proper and so that you may 
be devoted to the Lord without distraction.

The Danger: Family (marriage & kids) Idolatry

2 Symptoms:
False pressure
Inward turn.

The choice:
**To worship family or to worship God through family.

Key to a great family: keep it in the proper place.



For singles:   Marriage is not the mission.

For couples:   God is my One, and you are my two.

For parents:  Let the kids see, not be, our priority.

The responsibility:
To maintain devotion and direction.

Singles: Purposelessness will fuel loneliness.

Husbands/Men: Christ-like leadership ➝ guiding & guarding presence
 

Dangers: Abdication and/or appearance without responsibility

Genesis 3:6  Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that 
it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Wives/Women: God-fearing ➝ graciousness & gentleness (nurturing presence)
 

Dangers: Help in the wrong direction and/or becoming contentious

4 Tools (or Weapons):
What story will get told?
 Approval
 Time

 Words
 Forgiveness


